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EoMviNCED of the prevalence and injurious 
eifecta of ignorance concerning " the times 
that have passed over" the church of God, 
the Author of the following Work deliyered 
a Lecture on Ecclesiastical History, which, 
though rapid, and consequently incomplete, 
excited so much interest as to call forth a ge- 
neral request to see it in a more permanent 
form. Another Lecture having followed, on 
the Prospects of the Church, as unfolded by 
the signs of the times, and the promises made 
to religion in the volume of Revelation, a similar 
request was made for its publication. A third, 
on the scheme of prophecy, and the outline of 
the book of Revelation, was suggested by the 
wild theories that are now obtruded on the 
church and the world. This has been deemed 
a fit companion to the other two. 
, The author is well aware that such an account 
Lhe origin of the Work woyLldt\o\. \v»s*C\'v'i "*s 
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publicatiou, if the book itself were not adapted I 

to convey useful information, or devotional im- " 

I provement. But, as he is not acquainted with 

any single rolurae which gives this comprehen- 
■ sive view of the whole fortunes of our globe, he 
[ deemed it right to gratify the wishes of those , 

who asked to see the Lectures in print. Should 
this hasty sketch awaken the desire of Christians, 
and especially the young, for the perusal of more 
I complete histories, and for more perfect infor- 
ftfiiation concerning " the ways of God to man," 
and should it call off students of Scripture from 
the delusive and pernicious expectations in which 
many are now indulging, the Autlior will feel 
r himself much indebted to the friends whose fa- 
I vourable opinion led to the publication, and still 
more to the God who prompts to the concep- 
tion, and aids in the execution, of every good 
work. 
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To those wlio lived in the earliest ages of the 
world, it must have been a speculation intensely 
interesting, to inquire what would happen on 
this newly-created earth, and they must hava 
welcomed every glimpse into futurity which the 
light of prophecy would afford. History clearly 
and loudly tells us what prophecy never hinted 
or whispered to them ; and shall we fling away, 
by a willing ignorance, the lessons of six thousand 
years ? The sense of duty and of delight which 
leads Christians to study the Scriptures, saves 
them from entire unacquaJntedness with that 
part of ecclesiastical history which is to be 
learned from the Bible ; though where thia 
heavenly light fails, they too frequently seek 
no other help. But, as the inspired history 
terminates just where profane history ceases to 
mere fable, and becomes a narrative of veri- 
lie fatis, we are taunht by this dispensation 
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I to value the records of antiquity, and to avail 

^^^ ourselves of their light, where that of the in- 
^^K spired guide ia withdrawn. 
^^V For this reason, a compendious history of the 
P church should he welcomed, especially by the 

young, that, as far aa the Scriptures go, we 
may be aided in the study of their narcative, 
and where this terminates, we may be supplied 
from other sources, with needful information. 
In the sketch of ecclesiastical history here fur- 
nished, what may be learned from Scripture, 
which is in every Christian's hands, is but 
rapidly glanced over, that what must be fetched 
&om less accessible historians may be more 
amply detailed. 

The link which connects the Old Testament 
with the New, is peculiarly needful for those 
who study history as a development of the 
counsels of God, a picture of his providence, 
and a record of the method in which he carries 
into execution the purposes of his grace. Of the 
early ages of Christianity, immediately after the 
Acts of the Apostles cease to be our guide, a 
more full record has been given than of the 
dark agea; for little is the instruction, and less 
pleaaure, afforded by the history of igno- 
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Ence, superstition, misery, and crime. The 
>e of the Protestant Reformation was worthy 
of a copious detail, but the subsequent ages 
have unhappily furnished too little to instruct, 
improve, or delight the church, 

Eculesiastical history has so generally told 
her tale uniler the evil bias of that antiehrislian 
corruption which we have had to record, that 
the student may say, 

»" .And while I listea'd to jour song 
Your stream h&d e'en conveyed ma there." 

It is nothing less than a duty, therefore, to 
supply the rising race of Christian readers with 
safer sources of information. Nor is there a 
sufficient variety of compendiums, for the in- 
struction of those who have either not lime to 
I, or not money to purchase, more volumin- 
works. 
For those who pursue with devout interest 
the church's story, it is natural lo inquire what 
shall be the history of. ages yet to come. The 
lawfulness of such curiosity, and the desirable- 
ness of meeting it with some information, we 
irn from the manner in which the Author of 
knowledge has constructed both the volumes 
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I of divine revelation — opening them with a re- 

^^^ cord of what is past, but closing with a prophecy 
^^B of things to come. 

^^V The diseased curiosity which now afflicts the 
church, aa it hfl.s ever done in times of excite- 
ment and of change, renders it desii'able to give 
a scriptural and practical turn to the inquiries 
and expectations of the pious. As the simplest 
elements of knowledge are the best, the only 
introduction to its more recondite principles, 
the reader is here prepared for the depths of 
^^^ prophecy, not merely by being informed of the 
^^L records of past history, but by being assisted in 
^^B the study of those scenes which are passing 
^^^ under our eyes. By these steps, we have ad- 
vanced to the investigation of those disclosures 
made in the book of the Revelation, of which a 
brief outline is given, that our little volume 
may, like the greatest, in the sense of the best 
of books, begin with the creation, narrate the 
history, and end with the glorious consummation 
of all things. 
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As a large part of tliG inapired Seriptur 
of history, we are thus taught the value of this 
kind of knowledge, and tlie woi'th of the Bible, 
without which the narrative of the earliest agea, 
both of the church and the world, had been lost. 
What God has so kindly doignod to teach we 
should be diligent to team from hia lips, and in 
his fear. The two volumes into which Divine 
Bevelation is divided, the Old Testament and the 
New, give their names to the two grand divisions 
i of the histoiy of the church. 



F BOOK I. 

THB HISTORY OF THE CHDROH CNDER THB OLD 
TEBTAUBNT, OR BEFORE THE COMING OF CHRIST. 

: This includes a period of four thousand years, 
;h is twice the length of the Christian history, 
whole space must, therefore, be subdivided 
^to shorter periods. Following the divisions which 



[stthew" lias aJuptwl, I aliall notice four distinct 



—FROM THE CREATION TO THE CALLtNO 
OF ABRAHAM. 

The world, wtiioh la ahown by the Scripture 

ostory not to have been eternal, as idiot pliiloso- 

pbers have dreamed, was probably placed at creation 

in the state of autumn — loaded with limits for tho 

food of man. The civil year of the Jews, and other 

icient nations, Vegan at tho autumnal equinox, 

r first parents were placed in the Faradiso, or 

pleasure-ground, wliich God had planted in Eden, 

at the confluence of the Euphrates and Tigris, near 

the Persian gulf. The state of innocence, which 

the poets call the golden age, probably lasted 

longer than is gencvally supposed. Though, by 

the fall. Paradise was lost, our first parents carried 

ririth them the hope of raorcy inspired by the pro- 

" the aood of the woman shall bruise the 

' serpent's head." 

From the creation, or the fall, to the flood, there 

I were 1G56 years. This, which was a period of sin 
lyther tlian of religion, was closed by a tremendous 
judgment, which displayed tlie horrible eficcts of 
^e fall. Cain, itii first-bom child, hated and 
I 'Mutl, i, IT- 
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tnrdered bis brotber, Abel, whoso rigbteous works, 

I acceptable offering of a lamb, expressive of 

1 Christ, were rewarded with martyrdom ; 

show that there is another and a better world 

! friends of Ood, to wliotn death is gain. 

' murderer, driven out from tho presence of 

, built a city, and his descendants, who cx- 

d in arts, soon became exceedingly corrupt. 

mong these, Lamech had the bad pre-«minencc 

mpiety, especially for violating the wise law of 

, by taldug two wives. Instead of Abel, 

1 gave to Eve another pious son, Seth, whose 

descendants, called the sons or children of Ood, 

tnarrying the daughters of men, or the wicked 

offspring of Cain, the whole earth became so cor- 

ipt that God, speaking in the language of men, 

"He repented of making man, and would 

Estroy him with the eartli." 

Grace, however, first showed its triumphs, in 

, who wallied with God, when the whole 

Irorld walked contrary to him. As Abel, being 

id, yet speaketh, " that the souls of the right- 

, at death, enter into bliaa ;" so it was now 

shown that the body shares in the state of immortal 

falicity, to which Enoch was translated without 

Ming tlirough death. He first preached right- 

i, and announced the coming o? IW "\j&^\ \& 
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judgment. Judo 14, lo. Enoch's grunt grandson 
a Noah, who, belug righteous, was chosen to be 
aaved from the approaching flood, in an nrk, which 
God taught him to make. It waa an immense 
barge, or ship, without masts, 450 feet long, 75 
■wide, and 45 deep, more than capacious enough, at 
the lowest computation, to contain ail the known 
Bpeciea of animals, with food for man and beast. 
The Sood, whicli covered the tops of the mountains, 
lasted five months, and destroyed man, and beasts, 
and birds, except those that were received into the 
ark. The proofs of this event, of which there are 
ample traditions, but no hiatory except in the Bible, 
are seen in layers of shells and bones of fish, in such 
positions as nothing but the flood can account 
for. Skeletons of hyenas, which belong to a much 
wanner climate, are found in tliis country, showing 
a former state of the earth far difierent from tlie 



After the wators had subsided, the ark rested 
on tiie mountains of Ararat, near the Black Sea. 



• The date of the flood is made out by the lives of the 
Fatriorctta, thus : — 
Adun tna, on the birth of Seib, 1 30 yrs. old, Gen. v. 3. 

Beth Ends IDS 

Enos ;... Cbuwd 90 

Canaan Mohnloleel 70 

UiLbUImI Ju^d »5 

, Enoch 1B2 



^^^^Roali's tliree sons divided the earth among their 

^^^Hsescoadanta. Aria iras peopk'd by Shem, who vas 

" probably the moat pioiis, as religion flourished in his 

fiimily, from which Christ was to descend. Ham 

was the father of Canaan, on whom fell the curso 

due to him that mocketh his parents. Ham's de- 

soendauts, who settled In Canaan and in Africa, 

I wore amitten with the curse of slavery. Japheth 

was tlie ancestor of the Europeans, who, according 

^^^ to Noah's prediction, have entered into the tents of 

^^^Uihem, by possessing the territory of Asia, and by 

^^^Ke^joying the religion of Christ. 

^^^1 After the flood, the flesh of animals was gi'anted 

^^^KEk' the food of man, who was forbidden to eat it in 

^^^F the blood, that ia, while the animal was alive ; the 

I punishment of death was denounced against murder; 

and tlie rainbow was made a sign of a covenant of 

Keace, to secure us ag^st the dread of a second 
Bluge. 
While the whole earth spako one language, of 
Uoh Hebrew ie a. dialect, men built the tower of 
Babel, as a landmark for a rendezvous, that they 

__ Metbusajeh66 

thusateh Lamecb 187 

leoh Noah 182 

h mm, at the Deluge, 600 

l«5fi,theageofth(iworW 
at the Deluge. 
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I might not be dispersed. But Qod,. giving them up 

to disoordant counselsi compelled them to desist, 
and thus, accomplishing his purpose of acattering 
them over the earth, produced a variety of lan- 

I gUBgea, nhich gave the name of Babel, or canfusion, 

to the tower. The earth was 1757 years old when 
the tower was built. For Arphaiad was bom two 

I years after the flood, aud he was thirty-flve when 

Selah waa born, who was thirty when lie begat 
Eber, who, after four and thirty years, had Peleg, 
when the earth was divided. At Babel, idolatry 

I seems to have commenced ; for the tower being 

used as an observatory, men turned, from studying, 
to worship the heavenly bodies. Nimrod made his 
skill and prowess in hunting the occasion of found- 
ing the Babylonish monarcKy ; Asiiur commenced, 
at Nineveh, not far distant, the Assyrian empire ; 
and Mizraim began to rule in Egypt, which the 

I Arabs called Mezr. In tlie line of Shem there 

were ten generations, until Abraham was born to 

ITerah. The following list and dates will show the 
iffder of succession ; — 



lod to Arphai 
From Arphnilul to Seluh 
From Stbli to Eber 
From Eber to Peleg 



Peleg to Heu 


30 


Reu to Secus 
Serug to Nafior 




30 


Nahor to Terab 


as 


Terah to Abraham 


birth 130 



To Abraham's call 



IRiicfa, added to 1656, the age of the earth at the 
deluge, gives 2083 years, the age of the world at 
the calling of Abraham. 

Terah is said to have been seventy years old 
when he begat Abram, Kahor, and Haran. But as 
it is not probable that all these sons were bom ia 
one year, it must mean that then the oldest was 
bom. Abram, being the youngest, was not Isorn 
till his father was a hundred and thirty. This 
number added to 75, the age of Abram when he 
left Haran, makes two hundred and five, according 
to Gen. xi. 32. 

CHAP. II. — FROM THE CALLING OP ABRAHAM TO 
TUB REIGN OP DAVID, 

This was the era of the triumphs of providence 
and grace. That 430 years elapsed from the calling 
of Abraham to the Exodus, or the going out of 
Egypt, we know from Esod. xii. 40. The former 
half of this period was spent by the patriarchs in a 
pilgrim state. For, when idolatry beeame m> \ix«v- 
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valput tljat the tioty seed was corrupted, and tlie 
aooestors of A.brAh]im began to sei've other gods 
(Josh. xxiv. 2), Jeliovah called Abraham out Ironi 
his country, promising him the land of Canaan, on 
the coast of the Mediterranean, wliere his posterity 
might live as witnesses for God. ^ 

Abraham brought into CanaaD Lot, his nephew, 
who, settling near SoJom, was carried off by the 
kings who had attacked it, but was recovered by 
Abraham, who routed them, after their victory. On 
hia return, the father of the faithflil was met, and 
refreshed, and blessed, by Melchizedec, who reigned 
at Salem, afterwards called Jerusalem, where he waa 
cherishing, as a priest, the last remains of Jehovah's 
worship, among the descendants of Canaan. But 
the inhabitants of Sodom, and the neighbouring 
towns, became so corrupt that it was deemed ne- 
cessary to make examples of theu, by lire from 
heaven, after which the earth seems to have opened, 
and swallowed up the cities ; so that the river 
Jordan, which formerly flowed on to the Red Sea, 
now terminates in the dreary lake of Sodom, whose 
peculiarities confirm the traditions of the east, oon- 
ceming this event, of which the records are no 
where found but in divine revelation. 

For the son, from whom it was promised that the 
Sariour shoitltl descend, Abrahajn was kept 30 long 
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iiting that Sarah his wife, in de^ftir, introduo4 
s bed Ilagar, her Egyptian bondmaid, ( 

1 lalunael, whose posterity have, ever since, 
I the desert of Arabia, where they have 
1 freebootera, na was predicted. Gen. xvi. 12. 
, when Abraham was nioety years old, Isaac 
I born, and received the sign of circumcision, 
was now made the seal of the righteousness 
I, handed down in the line of Abraham, ac- 
ding to God's promise, " I will be a God to thee, 
I to thy seed." Abraham, being commanded, 
n the altar, as a sacrifice, but received 
1 hack, at the critical moment, with the promise 
that God would send his Son, of the seed of Abra- 
ham according to the flesh, to be a sacrifice for us. 
I From Isaac descended Esau and Jacob. The 
noer was profane, and the inheritance of religion 
■oended in the family of Jacob, wlio had twelve 
IB, of whom Joseph was the favourite. He, sold 
'the envy of his brethren as a slave into Egypt, 
MW his prophetic dreams fulfilled, in bb elevation 
to power, and in the asylum he afforded to his family, 
wlio took refuge there from famine. Now the 
promised increase of Abraham's seed awakened the 
jealousy of Egypt, from whose persecutions they 

Ke delivered by the ministry of Moses. He was 
sen to be the writer of the first five Wik.% t.C 




Scripture— a written revelation having become nt- 
y for ttie instruction of the chnrch, dnce the~ 
w dwBtion of human life wns shortened. On the very 
day promised,* Israel came out of Egypt, which 
had been smitten by tea plagues. Led miraoulously 
«oross the Eed 3ea, which was divided to moke 
them a path, they were supported forty years in 
■t of Arabia, where they received, on Mount 
lai, the law of ten commands and the peculiar 
' rites of their religion, designed to shadow forth the 
person and sacrifice of Chriat. The tabernacle was 
erected, in the year of the world 2514, before Chrbt 
1490, and carriEd about, during thirtj'-seven yeara 
of marches and counter- marches, in the desert. 

Joshua, whose name wits the same as Jesus, 

brought Israel into Canaan, across the Jordan, 

which was dried up to make way for tlicni ; and, 

the iniquity of tiie Canaanites being full, they were 

Kput off by the people of God, who were marked out 

■fcy miracles to be tlic chosen executioners of Heaven's 

■vengeance. To the objections of infidels it is enough 

} Bay, that no people who cannot produce such 

■oredentials can plead this as an example for national 

f flonquest. The tribes of Reuben and Oad^ and 



half the tribe of Manosseh, settled on the eastern 
ude of Jordan. iBrael lived under Judges," until 
Samuel, who was raised up to write additional 
books of Scripture, probably Joshua^ Judges, and 
Buth ; whicb last was designed to show that Christ 
descended from Judah, in the royal line of David. 
The school of the prophets, now formed, was a 
aaered college for the preservation and interpre- 
t-ation of the Scriptures, in opposition to the idolatry 
of the neighbouring nations, into which Israel was 
prone to fall. This tendency to imitate the heathen, 
from whom it was their glory to differ, leading 
Israel to aak s ting, Saul was cBosen ; but he 
proving wicked, David was raised up to supersede 
him, and to he a distinguished type of Christ. This 
brings us to another era. 

CHAP. Ill, — ^FROU THE REIGN OF D.IVID TO THE 



■ uuAP. 111. — ri 

^^^■;The son . 

^^^^ * From I Kir 
I from the Eiodut 



CAPTIVITT. 



;The son of Jesse was born at Cetlilehem, and was 

From I Kings vi. 1, we learn that it was 480 years 
from the EioduB, omio mundi 2513, to the building iS the 
temple, in tbe fourth jear of Solomon's reigro. The time 
of the Judges, then, muat have been about 332 years ; for 
83 years must be alloned for the reigna of Solomon, David, 
and Saul ; 40 for the wandering in the desert, and 36 for 
the time of Joshua: 480-83=397—40=387—25=332. 

A ditficultj arises from Acts xiii. 20, which seems to 

assert that the time of tbe Judges was 450 ycara, which 

endeavour to make out ; bat we may read the ori- 

thoB, " After these thinais, there were 450 years when 

gave tbeoi judges until Simuel." 




t only a king and conqueror, but a prophet, who 
rote the greater part of the Psalms. His history, 
ike that of Christ, exhibits, in t!ie first part, humili- 
ind sufleriag, and, in the last, triumph and 
Having extended the sway of Israel to 
the Euphrates, and fixed the seat of government 
aad worsliip at Jerusalem, David wished to build a 
J temple for &od, as the tabernacle was now growing 
But thb honour was denied to him, who had 
died blood, and was reserved for his son Solomon, 
e signifies peaeeful, wliich was the clia- 
icter of his reign. 

After David'had swayed the sceptre forty years, 
tolomon succeeded, and built the temple, a type of 
. whom dwells all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily-"" Solomon reigned in piety, 
peace, and splendour, till his wives drew him away 
to worship their heathen gods ; for which Jehovah 
threatened to rend ten tribes from the house of 
David. It has been supposed that Solomon, when 
rought t-o repentance, wrote tlie Rook of Eccleeiastcs, 
the hud already written Proverbs in the middle 
f life, and Canticles in the ardour of early piety. 

fc On his death, after a reign of forty years, Belio- 

" 4fl0 jeara added to 2&13, tbe data of the Esodns, maite 
0ti!w the /ouoding of the temple, anH spvfin sppnl in tho 
**-5 hiing (IS to a(¥K). 






boun, hia son, by pride and oppressioii, alienateil 
&B people, and. induced ten tribes to make Jeroboam, 
m of Nebat, king. He, to keep his subjects 
going to worship at Jerusalem, where they 
light be induced to return to their allegiance to 
tlie house of David, set up two golden calves, at the 
northern and southern extremities of the land, to be 
worshipped. The two tribes of Judoli and Benja- 
min, with many of tlie Levites, adhered to the tlirone 
and the altar at Jerusalem ; but this division into 
the two kingdoms of Israel and Judah, weakened, 
and finally destroyed, the nation. Samaria waa 
eventually made the capital of tbe kingdom of Israel, 
or of the ten tribes, whose wicked kings made Israel 
to flin, till they were carried ofi' captives by Shal- 
manescr, the Iting of Aasyria.* Amos, Hosea, and 
some other propheta, had previously been raised up, 
to give warning, and to add their prophecies to the 
volume (rf Scripture. 

On the throne of Judah there were several piouR 
kings, such as Jehoshaphat, Hczekiah, and Josioh ; 
while many prophets, such as Isoloh and Jeremiah, 
by their prophecies, added largely to the stores of 
divine revelation, and for a while checked the pro- 
gress of corruption. But idolatry, and its attendant 
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wickedness, at length provoked Jehovah lo give up 
his people, is the reign of Zedekiali, to the power of 
Nebuchadnezzar, who burned the city and temple* 
of Jerusalem, and carried the inhabitants captives 
to Babylon, which waa then the golden city, the 

* It has been calculated, with on accuracy wtdch baa 
Dever been impugned, that the temple of SofomoQ ataod 
427 years. Of theae, tiiirty mnst be asaigncd to the reigo 
of SoloDiQD, From tlie accession o{ his son, under whom 
the people wa$ divided into two kingdoms, there were 30O 
years, under the following kings. 
Rehoboam . 
Afais . . . 

41 



Hezekiab 



Jo^ah 

JehoiakJin 
Jecooiah 

Zedekiab 



390 years and a half, 
answering to the 390 days during which Eickiel waa com- 
Dunded to bear the dn of the people, Eiek. it. 5, reckoning 
from L Kings xiL 33. 

From the year 3000, in which tlie temple was built, to 

the year 3437, when it was destroyed, Ihora were sgvstbI 

periods when it was profaned. Eiekiel was commuided to 

lie forty days on his side, to indicate the un of Judah, prO' 

I babfy referrineto the relapse into idolatry, after Josioh's 

I refonattion. The dmtrnotion of the temple and city wb« 




mUtresa of tbe east. Thus was fulfilled the warn- 
ing of Moses, when Israel entered into Canaaa, 
Deut. zxix. 63. 

Bhalmanezer, the Assyrian monarch, who had 
carried off the ten tribes, placed people from other 
couutnes in that land ; but the wild beasts, which 
had multiplied while the country wa^ desolate, pro- 
duced aiich havoc, that the idolaters thought the 
Uod of the country was angry with them. Priests 
were, therefore, sent for from the captive tribes; 
and as these priests were, perhaps, minbters of the 
golden calves, a corrupted form of Judusm waa in- 
troduced, and mingled, by the new settlers, with 
their own idolatry, forming at length that mongrel 
religion of the Samaritans, of which the New Tes- 
tament speaks. 






CHAP, IV. FROM THE BABYLOSISH CAPTIVITV TO 

THB COmSG OF 0HnI8T. 

This was the age of preparation for the advent of 
the Saviour. It is so important that it should be 
better known thnn it generally is ; and as the his- 



grarliinl ; and n 



the c. 



J be dated from aeveral 



aeveral diffprect commencpments and terminiitiDiis, amonnU 
ing to » difference of twenty jears, Takuig, than, 2993 for 
the year when the foundation of the temple was laid, and 
•Adhig 427 for the time it stood, we make 3^0 the data 

^-of its destruction. The Eerenljr jears of the BabjIoDJsli 

■'■|!»|*iTity extend Iho period to 341W. 
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tory of the formei* ages oiay be leorued from the 
Scripture, we have passed rapidly over them ; while 
on this we should dwell longer ; because we are soon 
left to those uninspired writers who began to malie 
history their theme, but are not so well known to 
those who are most feuniliar with the Bible. 

8bot. 1. — .From the capHvitif to the return of 
Itratl. 

We have stiU ample information from Scripture. 
When idolaters seemed to triumph over the wor- 
ahippera of the only true God, he snatohed the 
victory from the foe, by meana of Daniel and three 
other pious captives of the royal family. The 
interpretation of NebuohadnezKar's dreams ; tlie 
deliverance of those who reftiaed to worship the 
golden image; and the warning given by the hand- 
writing on the wall, which Daniel alone could read ; 
with the immediate capture of Babylon by Cyrus, 
vindicated the honour of Jehovah. But Nebuchad- 
nezzar's first dream affords such a view of the future 
history of the ehuroU and the world, that it deserves 
to be more fully unfolded. The reader should now 
turn to tlie second chapter of Daniel. The imago 
jrobably represented a warrior, whoso head waa 
crowned with a helmet of gold, to signify the Baby- 
/oniaft monarchy, which was rich and splendid. The 
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ust snd arms were defended witli silver u 
b exhibit the Persian empire, wliich was inferior in 
alth to the preceding, and which employed silver 
ields to guard the breast. XenophoB, a Greek 
listorian, relates the story of Cyrus, the Persian, 
taking Babylon and succeeding to the dominion. 
The belly and thighs, which exhibited the appear- 
aiiee of brass, represented the Grieoo-Macedonian 
empire, and Homer speaks of the brazen-coated 
Greeks : these, under Aleitander, conquered the 
Persian empire. The legs are eaid to have been of 
iron, probably from appearing to bo defended with 
iron greaves. Thus was foretold the Roman empire, 
which, sti-idinglike a colossus, set one foot on Europe 
and another on Asia ; while, like iron, it crushed all 
opposition, and succeeded to the empire which 
Alexander's captains had established in the east. 
The feet and toes appeared to be partly of iron and 
partly of clay, from being armed, perhaps, with iron, 
but treading in the miry clay. The ten toes signified 
the ten kingdoms into which the Roman empire 
would be divided ; exhibiting the strength of the 
iron with the weakness of the clay ; an incongruous 
mixture, which continually threatened dissolution. 
But a little stone, cut out of a mountain without 
uids, smote the image on its feet and dashed it to 
» ; while the stone grew into & mouiAain tW^ 
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filled the eai-tb. Tliis represented the church, or 
kiiigdoni of Clirist, which, in the daja of the Roman 
empire, was set up by God, and not by the hands 
of man, but wliich is destined to smite all opposing 
dominion with destruction, and to fill the world with 
the paramount influence of religion. Ezekiel, as 
well as Daniel, prophesied in Babylon. 

Cyras having rushed into Babylon while Daniel 
WHS interpreting the hLind-writlng on the wall ol'tho 
palace of Belshazzar, ffebuchadnezzar's grundaon, 
who was drinking to the priuae of liis goda out of 
the vessels of Jehovah's temple, the conqueror was 
induced to iasue a proclamation for the return of tho 
Jews to their own land ;* for, as the trilio of Judah 
was the principal portion of what remained of the 
people, they were now called Jewa. Those who 
enbraced the opportunity to return; bad Zerubbabel 
fbr their prince, and Josiali for their high-priest. 

To this period we must refer the celebrated pro- 
phecy of Daniel, by which the time of Ohrist's 
coming waa accurately determined. Don. ix. 24. 
Here are to be marked, 1, the period of seven weeks, 
that ia, of years, as the event sliowa, nmking forty- 
■ nine years, from the going forth of the command, 
I to the fulfilment of it in the rebuilding of Jerusalem. 
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^^^H. Sixty-two weeks of ^ears, or 434, from the 
^^^Blnilduig of the city to the cutting off of Messi&h, 
' not for his own sins, but for ours. Then, one week, 

or seven jenrs, were allowed for the death of Christ 
and the preaching of the gospel to the Jews, befom 
they were cast off, and the Gentiles received in their 
stead. Taking, then, the gross sum of seventy 
weeks of years, we have 490 years, from the pro- 
clamation to the death of Christ ; aud as he died in 
what would be called the 4037th year of the world, 
we arc brought to witldn a little of the ordinai'y 
calculation. We have no room for minutiie, but the 
following «sti'act from Klaclaurin will be useful. 

" There are four edicts, recorded in Scripture, to 
which these words {' the going forth of the com- 
mandment,' &c.) may seem applicable ; vii. the edict 
in the first year of Cyrus, Ezra i. 1 ; in the second 
of Darius, Ezra vi. 1 ; Hag. i. 1 ; in the seventh of 
Aitoxerxes, Ezra vil. 7 : and in the twentieth, Seh. 
L 2. There ore some things in the prediction which, 
when duly adverted to, give good ground for passing 
by the two first edicts ; and, as to the two last, it 
has been well observed — that Christ's death hap- 
pened seventy weeks of solar years after one of 
them, and as many weeks of lunar years after the 
other. The first two edicts speak only about the 
rebuilding of the temple, witliout one wotd afewni. 



^^^P rebuilding the oity ; wlieress the prediction spealu ■ 

^^^ ftbout an edict for rebuilding the city and the wnJla 1 

and streets of it, without one word about rebuilding 

I the temple ; though, in foretelling the second de- 

^^H BtructioE of the city, that of the temple is also 

^^^1 mentioned. But the third edict, that of the seventh 

^^^B of Artoserxes, though it does not contain the very 

^^^B expressions of Daniel's prediction, yet it contains 

^^^H things to which these expressions are applicable. 

^^^H Sir Isaac Newton justly observes, that the dispersed 

^^^H Jews became a people and a city when they returned 

^^^H into a body pohtic ; and that was in tlie seventh 

^^^P year of Artaxerxes Longimanua : when Ewa by the 

^^^1 king's commission, erected magistrates all over the 

^^^B land, to' govern the people according to the laws of 

^^^H Ood and of tlie king : under Exni they first became 

^^^V a jKtlity or city, by a government of their own. But 

^^^1 there is another character, which is, perhaps, yet 

^^^B more decisive. According to the prediction, the 

^^^H edict must be only seven weeks before completing 

^^^B tbe building of the city; for one and the same 
^^^^ft event, viz. the appearance of tlie Messiah, is placed 

^^^^P only sixty-nine after the edict, and sixty-two after 

^^^H the building, which demonstrates that the distance 

^^^B t>etween the edict and the building could be no 

^^^B more than seven weeks. Now, the first two edict* 

^^^1 wer» made long before; for, in the twentietli of 
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Uerxes (above eighty years ol'ter tlm lutcst d 
e edicts), it was told Nehemiah that the v 
was broken down, the gates burnt with fire, and tl 
place of hia father's sepulchre lay waste." 

Assuming, then, the date of the termination of the 
captivity to have been, anno mundi, 3490, as shown 
above.* Cyrus reigned seven years after the resto- 
ration of the Jews ; and Cambysos, hia son, seven 
mure. Then Darius Hystapes held the throne 
thirty-six years, and Xerses fifteen ; after which i 
is said that Artaxerxes LoDgimanus reigned s 
years, before ho passed the decree from which Daniel 
seventy weelts of years were dated. Thus there are 
seventy-two years to be added to the four hundred 
and ninety, making five hundred and sisty-two, 
which, added to 3490, give 4052, as the date of the 
world at the conclusion of Daniel's seventy weeks, 
But, if we consider Christ to have been born anno 
mundi, 4004, and to have lived thirty-tlireo years 
and a half on earth, as he died in the midst of the 
last week, we must allow three years and a half for 
the gathering of the elect Jews and the calling of 
the Gentiles. We shaO then be brought to 4004+ 
33i=4037i+3^=4041, which are eleven y 
short of the period of 4052. But seven of t 
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yeare may be accouut«d for by coneidering tlie de- 
cree of Artaserxes for rebuilding Jerusalem to have 
been passed, not after he had reigned seven years, 
but at the very oommencement of Ills reign, as we 
might conelude from Exra vii. 1 — 6, 

The aevonth verae, which has induced learned 
men to conclude that the decree was issued in the 
seventh year, does not sufficiently warrant that 
coneluflion. " And there went up some of the chil- 
dren of Israel, and of the priests, and the Levitcs, 
and the singers, and the porters, and the Kothinims, 
unto Jenisalem, ia tho seventh year of Artaxerxes 
the kiBg."— Ezra i. 7. 

1 should then take this, and the followiog vers4^ 
to intimate a second journey of Ezra, or to teach 
tliat he and the ministers of the temple did not go 
to put the decree into execution till seven years 
after it was passed. The four years which are still 
unaccounted for would bo made up by supposing 
tliat Artaxcrxee, or his predecessors, dated thoir ac- 
cession back, to exclude some of thdr predecessors, 
as Louis XVin. did, to obliterate the rwgn of 
Buonaparte. 

Nehemiah, a Jewish courtier of the King of 
Persia, finding that the rebuilding of Jerusalem 
went on slowly, obtained permission to go and 
BtiperiDUmd the work. The two books of Ezra and 
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Felieiniali are here exceedingly useful, as reconls 
tlie re- establishment of the Jewish people in their 
land. The book of Estlier relates a grand 
deliverance, afforded to tliose who chose to 
in Persia, when their brethren returned. 
At length, however, the greater part of the nation 
followed, and multiplied exceedingly in Judea, 
Tims, as the captivity was gradual — one party being 
carried off at one period, and others at subsequent 
times — so the restoration bears difterent dates. The 
ten tribes were never openly restored ; but many of 
ttem, at last, joined with Judat and Benjamin : and 
as the tribe of Asher is mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment, it seems that the whole twelve were supposed 
to be known aa united, to form one nation again.* 

Sect. 2, — From the rebKilding of Jerusalem, to 
l.(A« coming of Clirist. 

This was a most important era. The prophecies 
L of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, were delivered, 
E to exhort the Jews to set up their ancient worship, 
pind to muntain it in purity, till MessiaJi should 
With these, and the books of Chronicles, the 
Testament closes. But uninspired histories 
inform us what happened in the world, 
le Jews, having been much favoured by the 
• Luke iL 36. 
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Persians, remained faithful to this silver empire) 
though under their own gBvemora, who were the 
higb-pricsta. But, when Alexander was on Ha 
march agunet Darius, he besieged Tyre, in the 
neighbourhood of Jadea, and demanded, from tlie 
Jews, supplies for his army, which were refused, on 
tlie ground of fidelity to Persia,. Alexander, in a 
rage, set out for Jerusalem, to punish the refusal ; 
but the high-priest came out in his pontifical robes, 
to propitiate the conqueror, who fell down and 
worshipped, declaring to his generals that he had 
seen a representation of this priest, the night before, 
in a dream. From this time, he shewed favour to 
the Jews. 

Bat, when the conqueror of Darius and the Per- 
sians died of a drunken debauch, at Babylon, four 
of his generals divided his empire among them. 
Leomedon, took Syria, in which Judea, or Palestine, 
was included. But Ptolemy, who had obtained 
Egypt, the southern neighbour of Judea, having 
made war on Leomedon, the Jews who clave to him 
were persecuted for their fidelity, and, reiusing to 
defend their city ob the Sabbath day, were van- 
quished. A hundred thousand of them were earned 
into captivity. 

Antigonus deprived Ptolemy of liis dominion over 
the Jews, but behaved towards them so cruelly that 
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many of them fled to the surroundmg countries, which 
rere filled with Jews, while Judea seemed likely to 
depopulated. But, in the year 292 before Christ, 
ilemy, King of Egy[)t, gained the ascendaooy, 
Vnd favoured the Jews, who were afterwards aiHiuted 
by tbe incursions of the Samaritans. Antiochua 
Theos, King of Syria, next invaded Galilee ; but 
Ptolemy Philopater, roarcbing against him, defeated 
him. Going afterwavds to Jerusalem, to ofier ss^ 
crifiae, Ptolemy penetrated into the temple, as far 
as the entrance to tie holy of holies, where he was 
struck with terror and fell down. This, however, 
did not prevent his persecuting the Jews, who had 
attempted to binder him from profaning the temple. 
At this period, a Greek translation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, called the Septuagint, or Seventy, was 
made, by order, it is said, of an Egyptian king, who 
bounded the library at Alosandria. 

About the year 204 before Clffist, Antiochua the 
tat obtained dominion over the Jews, who 
swerved from their attachment to tlie Kings of 
Egypt. The Syrian monarch rewarded this defection 
by great favours to the people, uid immense ofTorings 
to the t«mple. But a quarrel among themselves 
brought the Jews into new and greater troubles. 
ion, governor of the temple, having, out of spite 
Onios, the high-priest, informed the king tUe.t. 





there waa 

dispatched Heliodorua to s 
that ha was miraculously prevented from ; 
plishing hb object. Simon, having accused the 
high-priest of giving the information, a civil war 
followed, in which many fell. Onias, at last, procured 
the banishment of Simon, but Antiochus Epipliancs 
having ascended the throne of SjTia, Jason, the 
high-priest'a brother, purchased of the king the liigh- 
priesthood, and procured the imprisonment of hia 
predeoeaaor, 

Jason tlicn devoted himself to turn tlio nation to 

^ the Grecian idolatry. He act up the games of the 

f heathen, and abRndoncdbimself to all the absurdities 

' and abominations of Paganism. But hia brotlier 

Menelaua supplanted him, by giving 300 talenta 

■e for the high-priesthood, which, however, he 

could not obtain, till he promised the king to abaii- 

f don the Jewish religion entu^ly, when, with the 

I army of the Syrians, tlie apostate drove Jason out 

of Jerusalem. These internal feuds, at last, brought 

Antiochus to Jemsalom, about the year 170 before 

Christ, when, in three days, the tyrant killed forty 

thousand Jews, and sold as many for slaves. But, 

two years after, having been mortified by the Romans, 

who now began to spread tlie terror of their amis 

iatc this part of the world, he resolved (o vent his 
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i still further ou the Jews. He sent bji army 
fcder ApoUonius, who, pretending peaceful deaigna, 
entered Jerusalem on the Babbath, when the Jewa 
were afraid to defend themselves. An indiscrimi- 
nate massacre followed ; the city waa plundered and 
burned ; the walls were broken down ; and those 
who had escaped the sword were sent into slavery. 
The service of the temple, which had been polluted 
by blood and all manner of profancness, was, from 

s time, abandoned ; for the Syrians built a fortress 

r against it, to prevent any one from entering. 
F'Antiochus being determined either to destroy the 
religion of the Jews, or to exterminate their race, 
issued a decree, that all nations within his dominions 
should forsake their own peculiar religion, and wor- 

I the gods of the king. Atheneas, a bigoted 
I was sent to Jerusalem, to accomplish tliis 

3 object. Tlie temple was dedicated to Jupiter 
mpiuE, whose statue was set up on the altar of 

mt-offerings, and another small altar was placed 
before it, for the incense which was burned to the 
idol. Similar practices were adopted aU over the 

I country, and it was instant death for any one to 
Hep the Sabbath, or cireiuncise his children, or 
Mcrve any of the laws of Moses. 
R&t last, God sent deliverance by Mattathias, a 
Bms priest. Ha had retired to 'SSja&iv,\(a, ■aaSisia 
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place, where Apellos, one of the king's officers, cajiie, 

,to compel tlie people to conform to the king's re- 

To all the exliortationa, proraisea, and 

its, of the officer, Msttathias replied, that if all 
world yielded, he and his sons would remain 
faithful to their Ood. Seeing one of his coimtrymcn 
about to sacrifice to the idol, tlic jirieat full upon 
and killed him, as waa eommanded m the law. The 
sons, following in theii' father's steps, attacked the 
officer and his men, and slew them. The victors 

overthreir the idol and its altar, and, calling 
tn all who remained faithful to their God to fol- 
low, they withdrew into the deaert of Judea, where 
they were soon joined by such numbers as enabled 
them to restore the worship of Jehovah through a 
great part of the country. In one year he wrought 
wonders almost incredible, but death arrested bis 
«aieer. 

His son imitated and oven surpassed his lather, 
Buch deeds as made Judas a second David. The 
name of Maccabeus was given to this greatest of 
uninspired heroes ; which some suppose to mean the 
hammer, or mallet, of the Syrians, though others 
say it was derived from the initial letters of the 
Hebrew inscription on his banner, " Who is like 

thee, O Lord, among the gods ?" Witli six 

rif troops, he seized, in one year, the strongest 
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fortresses ; and, deCeating; the Syrians in five 
pitched battles, drove them entirely out of the 
country. He purified the temple and restored the 
worship of Jehovah, after it had ceased for three 
years and a half. As the Syrians still held the fort 
which they had built, to overlook the temple, Judoa 
fortified the mountain on which it stood, and sur- 
rounded it with a high wall and strong towera. 

Antiochus, on his return fi-om an unsuccessful 
expedition into Persia, hearing ttiis, which he so 
little expected, was thrown into such a rage that he 
vowed to exterminate the Jews. Having com- 
manded his charioteer to drive furiously, he was at 
first seized with a dreadful disorder in his bowels, 
and then thrown out and bruised. At last, unable 
to bear the motion even of a litter, he was compelled 
to stop, on the borders of Persia and Babylonia, 
where he expired, in great torments. 

The war was still cai-ried on between the Syrians 
and Jews; but Judas obtained an advantageous 
peace. The Syrians, having broken it, were defeated 
in five engagements, but, in the sixth, Judas was de- 
feated and slain. His brother Jonathan, however, 
deprived the enemies of their triumph, and conduct- 
ed tlie war with as much prudence and valour as his 
predecessor had displayed, till the treachery of 
TryjAon, a Syrian usurper, dositeo^ci ftfts «swkA 
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^trotic Iicro. Simoii, another brother^ now intcr- 
,|WBed for liis country's rescue. He repwred ail the 
fortresses ; took Joppa and Oaea ; and even drove 
'Ifae Syrians out of their fortress at Jerusalem. But 
be was, by hb son-ta-law, treacherously murdered. 

He was succeeded by his son, Hyrcan, wlio added 
to the conquest of the remainder of Judea, and ail 
Galilee, that of Samaria, of which he destroyed the 
capital. He took, in addition to the mitre of high- 
priest, the royal crown, and the author of the fourtli 
book of Maccabees says he was not only priest and 
king, but prophet also. The Jews were now raised 
to liigher prosperity than they had enjoyed since the 
captivity. The latter days of Hyrcan were embittered 
by the opposition of the Pharisees, a sect of zealots, 
who began to bo of great importance. He was sue- 
led by Aristobulus, liis eldest son, who conquered 
XtnreB, and was, in his turn, foUowed by Alexander 
Jannteus, who conquered every thing but the super- 
stitious enmity of the Pharisees, whom he cruahetl 
with great violence. 

Though he left behind him two sons, Hyi'can anil 
Aristobulus, ho bequeathed the government to bis 
widow, Alexandra, whom he advised to court the 
Pharisees. These, being in power, cruelly persc- 
oiited the Sodducees, who adhered to the letter of 

ipture, in opposition t« Ibe ttaditiiius 'tf the 








At hut death, Alrarandra left the crown to 
eldest 0on, Hyrcan, who was tlie high-prioat. 
contest between him and his younger brother de- 
)yed the liberties of their country. Antipater, a 
native of Idumiea, or £dom, which the Maccabees 
had compelled to adopt the Jewish religion, carried 
off Hyrcan into Arabia, under pretence of securing 
him from violence. Aretas, King of Arabia, brought 
back the deposed prince, but Aristobolus, while bc- 
)gcd in Jerusalem, applied to the Roman generals, 
were at that time in the neighbonrhooii, for 
auce. Both brothers then sent presents to 
Fompey, who waa commandcr-io-chief of all tlie 
Roman forces in the East. 

Fomt>ey, under pretonce of friendship to one of 
the partiea, entered Judea and besieged Jerusatoin, 
which he took, in the year 63 before Christ. The 
conqueror profaned the temple by entering into it, 
where he was astonished to find no image of a god. 
The Romans were, from this time, mastora of Judea, 
as we find them, at the commencement of the New 
Testament. Crassus, their geaieral, who was no- 
torious for his thirst of gold, plundered the temple 
money and sacred vessels, to the value of ton 
)U3and Attic talents, or two mUIioDS sterling, 
after perished in Farthia, in such a man- 
atnrally led the Jtws u> sa^ x\\^x 'v, wsi^ 
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ts judgment from Ood, for the msult offered to his 

\ temple. 

In the war between Julius Ciesar and Pompoy, 
the Jews favoured the victorious Cicsar, wbo re- 
warded them fio liberally that they scarcely felt the 
Boman yoke. But, on his death, Mark Antony 
quelled the disorders that arose among them, by 
seizing Jerusalem, in the year 37 before our Saviour 
was bom. Herod, the son of Antipater, the Idu- 
mtcao, having obtained the crown for himself, while 
preten^ng to plead with the Romans for one of the 
descendants of the Maccabees, put an end to that 
dynasty, and reigned without a rival. 

He proved a splendid tyrant. To such an extent 
he adorned Jerusalem, and rebuilt the temple, that 
he b said to have surpassed Solomon. Herod re- 
stored Samaria, which the Macc&bees had dcmolbh- 
ed. The horrid murders he committed on Ida own 
subjects, and even on the nearest of his relatives, 
make it manifeet that he would not have scrupled to 
destroy the babes of Bethlehem, in hope of cutting 
off Jesus, who was bom towards the close of this 
rfflgn. 

The history of the Jews now ceases to bo that of 

I the chiiroh of Oo<l. That portion of the history 

[ which elapsed from the close of the Old Testament 
to the beginning of the New, is so im\iottaiit that it 




uld be carefully studied : aud k is so ofton the 
l^ect of the prophecies that thc^e cannot be undor- 
gtood by persons who are ignorant of this history. 
The first book of Maccabees, which ought to be torn 
out of the volurae of inspired Scripture, should yet 
be carefully read, as a true and valuable record of 
the most interesting events. Joecphus should, on 
^^^^UB port of lus history, be studied for the sake of 
^^^^pKSC facts of whicli he is the chief witness. 
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TUB HISTORY OF TUE CnBISTIAN CHURCH. 

Thb church under the New Testament, or from 
the birth of Otirist to the present time, now claima 
our attention. 

Tiie importance of an historical knowledge of the 

iristian religion is demonstrated by the fact, that 

Spirit of God inspired holy men to give us five 

books of narrative at the commencement of the New 



; 



.P, I. THE PEHIOD WHICH ELAPSED FROM THE 

BIRTH OF CHRIST TO THE RBIGN OP CONSTANTISE, 



Iect. 1. — The Apoitolic Age. 
Here, again, we may pass TS.^\SVg cnct 'Ci\'i\. ^»s\. 
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\ihstory wliich can be learned frum the four 
:1s and tlie Acts of the Apostles, Our Saviour 
bom shortly before the death of Herod, who 
igaed 37 years. Augustus, who was then Em- 
peror of Rome, made a general census of the empire, 
which compelled Mary, the virgin mother, to go to 
her paternal city, Bethldiem, where Christ was to 
be born. This auspicious event happened in the 
year of the world, 4004, according; to the most ap- 
ived calculation. To escape the mm'derous design 
lerod, Joseph carried the newly-bom Saviour 
Egypt ; but, returning after the tyrant's death, 
holy family settled in Nazareth, a town of Gali- 
lee. Having spent thirty years in private life, Jeans 
came forth to his public ministry, and was baptised 
by hb forerunner, John, who, according to the pR>- 
phets, had risen in the spirit of Elijah, to prepare 
the way, by rousing the nation to behold its Saviour 
id its God. Three years and a half of preaching 
miracles were terminated by the death of Christ 
'for our sins." " The Lamb of God who takcth 
away the sin of the world," was sacrificed at the very 
hour the Jews were ofl'ering the paschal lamb, in 
the 19th year of Tiberius Ca3sar. (Tacitus.) On 
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I third day after, he rose from the dead, aiid, 
ving conversed with his disciples forty days, he 
peaded to heaven, and sent down liis Holy Spirit, 
:t up tiie Christian churab, which consisted, on the 
t day, of three thousand persons, Jews by birth. 
The principal ministers of the church were the 
twelve apostles ; but as Judas, who had been of that 
number, had become a trmtor and destroyed himself, 
Mathitis was elected by lot to fill the vacant place. 
James, the brother of John, was soon cut oil' 
by the sword of Herod, one of the descendants 
of Herod the Great ; but Saul, a young zealotj 
who had been au active instrument in the per- 
secution which the Jews carried on against the 
Christian church, being converted by the miraculous 
appearance of Christ, was added to the number of 
the apostles, and we hear no more of Mathias. As 
the mission of Paul was designed for the conversion 
of the Gentiles, Peter was now informed that the 
distinction between the Jews and other natioua was 
to cease ; and, being sent to Cornelius, a Boman 
officer at Cesarea, the door of fiuth was opened to 
the Gentiles, as Peter had formerly opened it to tlie 
s at Pentecost. For Christ committed to him 
o had made the first open confession of the Mes- 
ij the keys of the kingdom, to gather in the first 
iwerts, both from the Jews a,u<V tt\« VicutiKa. 
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The Samaritans, who stood midway between these 
two, had been previously converted. For when, to 
the care of secular things off from the hands 
preachers and pastors, deacons were appointed, 
Stephen, one of them, was stoned to death by the 
Jews, who instantly commenced a persecution which 
scattered the preachers of the gospel among the 
surrounding' nations. At Samaria, Simon, called 
Uagua, or the magician, seeing the wonders wrought 
by the apostles, offitred them money, to obtain from 
them the same powers ; but, hia offer being rejected, 
he is said to have become a deadly enemy, and the 
leader of a hostile sect. When the gospel was 
proclaimed at Antioch, the cajiital of Syria, such 
numbers received it that believers were first caUcsl 
Christiana in that city. An Ethiopian of high rank, 
having been converted by the ministry of Phib'p, 
carried the glad tidings to his own country. 

But Saul, who, after the conversion of Serglua 
Paulus, the Roman governor of the isle of Cyprus, 
WM called Paul, became the most efficient instni- 
nent of the conversion of the nations ; so that the 
Ant^ of the Apostles, which opens with a general 
history of the Christian church, gives, from the 14th 
chapter, notliing but the narrative of Paul's history, 
mtil his arrival at Borne the (trst time. Delivered 
*A« Jmprwonaient, he prtiached the gospel for 
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*■ years longer; but, at laat, was sent to Honie'- 
aoiier, and was put to tloath, by Nero, 
in that persecution which the tyrant raised against 
the Christians, in order to fling off from himself to 
them the charge of setting fire to the city of Rome. 
It is said that Peter experienced at the same time 
and plaee, tlie fulfilment of our Lord's prediction of 
the death by which that apostle should, when he was 
old, " glorify God." But this rests on ecclesiastical \ 
tradition ; for there is no Scriptural evidence tliat ] 
Peter ever tobs at Rome, except we suppose that, by 
the Babylon he mentions in hie second epistle, ht 
means Rome, and then we have additional proof tliat 
Babylon, in the Book of Revelations, was designed 
to point out the church of Rome. 
M"o one of the apostles was bishop, or pastor, of 
particular church, but the whole twelve had the 
rintendency of the church universal. John was 
the last of the apostles, and he, having been banished 
by the emperor Domitian to the island of Patmos, 
in the Mediterranean, received there the " Revela- 
tion," which closes the canon of Scripture, or the in- 
spired rule of faith and practice. The four Gospels 
were the first books of the New Testament given to 
tlie church ; for the preaching of the apostles con- 
ited of such a narrative of ei-angelical facta, and it 
iprobnWe that the Cio^pela ca.me ow m 'Oftt ot\'« 
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which they now stnnd. The Acta of tlie Apostles 
Kte placed next, for the sake of presenting the whole 
history together, as la done in the Old Testament. 
Fourteen epistles of Paul follow in the Christian 
code ; but that to the Golatisna was probably written 
first, to oppose the primary error which arose in the 
Christian church, that of juingling the observance of 
the Mosaic law with faith in Christ for justification. 
The epistle to the Romans is placed first in our 
copies of the Seve Testament, either on account of 
itt high importance, or because the epistles were 
first collected into a body at Borne, where their own 
epistle would naturally be placed first. After the 
epistles to particular churches come those which 
were addressed, to individuals, or to the church at 
large. The epistles of Peter, James, John, and 
Jude, follow those of Paul. These Scriptures were 
the constant study, and the only authoritative rule, 

the first Christians. 

While the apostles lived, the tesUmony of the 
gospel was confirmed by miraculous powers, especi- 
ally that of speaking various tongues, which was 
then so necessary for the preaching of the gospel to 
all nations. The love which, at first, made Chris- 
tjans part with all their property, to relievo their 
|iOor brethren, began to cool, even before the last 

the apoities died, Paul informs the Thessaloni- 
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a that tlie mystery of iniquity, the commencemeiit 
i a great apoatacy, was already at work ; and tbe 

oatles to the seven churches of Ajia show, that 
IS evils so aoon entered into the church that we 

n trust implicitly to no writings but those which 
form the volume of Scripture. 

The apostles, who were Christ's ambassadors, sent 
into all tho world, to set up his church, or kingdom, 
with authority, employed evangelists as helpers. A 
spiritual officer, called an overseer, or bishop — a 
presbyter, or elder — a pastor, or ruler, or president, 
was placed over each church. To take care of die 
poor, and of all pecuniary matters, deacons were 
appointed. 

The public worship of the church consisted in 
prayer, and in the preaching of tlie word, and the 
celebration of the Lord's Supper. The smging of 
psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, which is . 
mentioned in Scripture, attracted the attention of ' 
the earliest of the heathen writers who notice the 
affairs of the Christians. Believers and their house- 
holds were received into the church, by baptism, in 
the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost. 

Of the places used by the primitive ChriatianB, 

t public worship, we know little ; but the open 

t was not so inconvenient to tteva a.* \\. ■«o\i4.\w. 
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ua ; and their private houses were more suitable 

tbis puqMJsc than ours would be. The Urst day 

[the week was devoted to public worship, in com- 

jmoration of Christ's rcaurrection ; but, while the 

of the Jewish law was tolerated, the 

day also was improved, as affording an op- 

lUuity for addressing the Jews. In the same 

way, the season of Passover, improperly translated 

ion of the Acts, was impi-oved by 

tlic apostles for the preaching of the gospel at Jeru- 

wlierc multitudes of Jews, from all parts of 

world, then assembled. As tbis was the season 

the year when the great events of Christ's death 

and resurrection happened, the celebration of Easter 

became early the universal practice of the Christian 

church, wbich was soon distracted by the disputes 

between the eastern and western Christians, coii- 

peming the proper time of keeping the feast. 

The first heresy, that of the Judaising teachers, 

wished to make the observance of the Mosaic 

iw essential to justification, was followed by that 

which arose at Corintli, the denial of the future re- 

Burrection of the body. Th<> epistles of John sliow 

some heretics denied that Christ had come in 

flcsb. In the Bevelatiou, the doctrine of the 

icolaitanes is mentioned, as abhorred of Christ ; 

lis we know not what it was, it probably bos u 
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symbolic meaning. The Gnostics, wlio pretended 
to recondite knowledge, are early mentioned ; and 
Meuaader, who ia called t!ie second lierctic, denied 
that the world was created by God. 

Wliat are dignified with the name of councils, 
deb made a frightful noise in subsequent ages, 
unknown in this ; for the council of Jerusalem 
was merely a conference of the apostles, held pre- 
viously to sending out a circular letter to the newly- 
iverted Gentile churches, to assure them that they 

not hound to keep the law of Moses. \ 

The first persecutors of the church were Jewa ; ' 
lUt their power was broken, when Titus destroyed 
Jerusalem and scattered the whole nation, in the 
sixty-seventh year of tlie Christian era. When the 
Eomans became persecutors, the flame spread more 
widely, Nero led the way, and was followed, not 
merely by tyrants such as Domitian, but by more 
benevolent princes, such as Trajan, who, though 
highly praised, is known, by the letters of Pliny, to 
have been engaged in the same disgracefid warfare 
Bgainst the innocent and unresisting. Amidst such. 
the apostolic age ended. Por the beloved 
who returned from Patmos, after the death of 
itian, lived to about the close of the first cen- 
He saw the coming of Christ, in judgment, 
-destroy Jerusalem ; and, m Vne \,t\wHv^\\^ 'S. ^**> 
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mercy, by the establUhment of Ms church in the 
I prinoipal citita of Asia and of Europe. To this our 
WDtinent, Paul crossed over from Troas, at the cry 
f tbe man of Macedonia. In Africa, too, & very 
flourishing churcli was eariy formed, at Alexandria. 
The effect of the Christian doctrine had been seen 
in the holy lives of believers, and in tlie lieroic suf- 
ferings and deatlis of the martyrs. The Revelation 
of John closed the canon of Scripture, and the 




Bect. 2. — The Aije of Apostolic Fathers. 
Such is the appellation given to those who im- 
mediately followed tlie apostles. The writings of the 
^jostolic fathers have been collected into a volume 
by Cotelerius. Of these, the most celebrated was 
Ignatius, who was pastor of the church at Antioch, 
and is said to have been the child that Jesus took 
ito bis arms, to give to liis disciples a lesson of 
lity. When conveyed to Borne, to be thrown 
to the wild beasts, in order to afford diveruon for 
the Roman people, Ignatius wrote seven letters, full 
of Christian piety. But only the shorter of these 
can be depended upon, for the longer are evidently 
interpolated. Polycarp, a hearer of the apostle 
John, and pastor of the church at Smyrna, to whom 
tStrist IB supposed to have addreised one of Ihe 



seven epistles, was the author of a celebrated letter 
to the Philippians. Papias, pastor or bishop of the 
church at Hierapolis, was celebrated for his familiar 
acquaintance with every tiling tliat concerned the 
apostles. Clement, pastor at Rome, wrote to the 
CorintliiaQS a letter wliieh, though valuable, shows I 

the immense superiority of tlie apostolic Scriptures.. \ 

The most celebrated writings of tliis age are called 
apologies, . which are defences of the Christian 
rehgion, addressed to the supreme authorities, to 1 

induce them to dosist from persecuting the Christians. . 

Quadratus, who succeeded to the care of the church 
which Paul founded at Athens, wrote one of these ' 

defences, and addressed it to the emperor Hadrian. j 

Justin, who, having suffered death for Christ's sake, 
b colled tlie martyr, to distinguish htm from the lusto - 
rian of that name, was, at first, a, heathen philosopher, 
but having embraced the Christian faitli, he wrote ,. 

two Apologies, and a Dialogue with Trypho, a Jew, U 

to prove that Jesua ia the true Messiah. Athena- I 

goraa, an Athenian, who lived under Marcus ^ 

Aurelius, wrote an Apology, and a tract on the 
resurrection, which was a doctrine mucli opptBed by 
the heathen. Tlieophllui^, pastor at Antioch, was 
the author of three books concerning the Cliristiaa 
faith. Irenieua, a heai'er of Polycarp, and bishop 
of the Chriatiiin church at Ljoyvs, \x\ ^vwcvie, ■wt^AR 
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B treatise ou tlie heresies wbioh had risen to COTrujrt 

ibe Chrlstiaa fiuth; and, unless he has strangely 

mnltiplied them by hearsay, they were as numerous 

83 they were ridiculous, Pantienua, who had been 

li • Stoic philosopher, was at the head of the school of 

K Alexandria, a kind of Christian college, where the 

I umplioity of Christian truth was soon corrupted by 

the mixture of heathen philosophy. He, however, 

gave good proof of his own faith, by going to preaah 

. the gospel in India. His disciple and successor in 

■ tite professor's chair, Clement, who is called Alex- 

I Biidrinus, to distmguish him from Romanus, formerly 

I mentioned, wrote a persuasive to the Gentiles, as 

I well as a work called the Schoolmaster, in both which 

pile displays much heathen learning. In addition to 

these Greek writers, wo have one who wrote in Latin, 

TertuUian, who gives ua useful information conoem- 

I ing these days. 

But the most famous writer of the latter part of 
W'&ie second century and the former port of the third, 
was Origen, called Adamantine, from his hard la- 
bours. He wrote an immense number of volumes, 
including commentaries on almost the whole of the 
icriptures, which, however, ho perverted by an al- 
^orising imagination, such as has beeomo fashion- 
L later days. He was the author of what 
ttaj- he cflJJed the first Polyglots, but wei-c termed 
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HexaljKt, or the Scriptures in sis totiguea; and 
Tetrapla, in four. Origen's most useful work was 
hia answer to Celsus, a heathen philosopher, who 
had published against Christians what he caUed, 
IVie True Ward. Origeu Lm, by quoting largely 
from it, afforded ua an opportunity of seeing what 
sorts of attacks the philosopLci's of the world made 
on Christianity, when they had power, and learning, 
and public prejudice in their favour. Nothing can 
be more contemptible than the words of Celsus. He 
makes no attempt to deny the miracles of Christ, 
but merely affirms that they were wrote by magic, 
which Christ learned in Egypt. No confronting 
evidence is adduced against the facts asserted in 
Scripture ; but tlie pliiloaupher, with abundance of 
zeal, and copious stores of heathen learning, exhibits 
tlic ludicrous spectacle of a barking cur attempting 
to attack a lion. Next to the Scriptures themselves, 
nothing is more calculated to convince a candid 
mind of the truth of Christianity than this work of 
Origen against Celsus, written at a time when it is 
j^robable that some were alive who had seen the last 
of the apostles. But, fi'Om the strange and striking 
defects in Origen's work, we see that the inspired 
Scriptures are our only safe guide. 
,To the age of tlie apostolic fathers is ascribed the 
of the New Tcsto-meuV, tsKis-i V\w 



J*esliito, or aiuiple ; a work of iiiiuiuiiBe vnlue, as tlie 
language is almost identical with that apoken by our 
Lord, and the tranalatioQ is admirably executed. 
The Greek verMons of the Old Testament by Aquila, 
Theodotian, and BynunochuB, beside two anonymous 
ones, show the groat attention paid, at tins time, to 
the Scriptures. The Latin translation of the Old 
and Sew Testament, colled the Itala, which is the 
basis of the Vulgate, was made for the use of the 
church at Kome. But the ignoiance of Hebrew, 
prevalent at this tim% produced many foolish com- 
ments on Scripture ; and the writings of the fathers 
betray much false philosophy, derived from their 
heathen education. The love of rule and of cer&- 
monies was ti &uitM source of mischief; for this 
inflamed the diasenaion between Victor, bishop of 
Bome, and the Asiatic churches, concerning the 
proper time for keeping Easter. 

The wide estent of the Christian church, of which 
all the fathers spake, gave rise to the boastful phrase 
of catholic, or universal, which distinguished Cliris- 

,tiaiis from the numerous heretical sects that arose. 

'Tor the f^th of Christ was now received, in the 
lorth of Africa, in France, Spain, Germany, and 
Britain. Lucius, king of our isle, b stud to have 
ibraced the gospel in the year 179 ; and Donald, 
of 8eotla,nd, in the very commencemenl of the 
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ing century, PauUcnus, we are hild, fouucl, 
his arriTal in India, Ihe gospel by Mattliew. 
Tertullian Bays, "We are of yesterd»y, antl liave 
filled all places, the Gtetffl, the Samiatians, and the 
Scythians, have submitted to Christ." Some of the 
Roman emperors favoured the Christians, whose 
religion Philip is said to have embraced. 

The church at Home was, at this period, diatui- 
guished by several eminent pastors, such as Euaristus, 
-And Xistus, and Telespiiorus, who was honoiird with 
■tyrdom. Pius and Anicetus were 

lowed by Soter, celebrated for his beneficence. 
But these had no dominion over other ehurehes ; 
though the bishop now began to be distinguished 
from the presbyter, whom, however, we find con- 
sulted by the bishop. The deacon was insensibly 
changed into a spiritual officer; so that the threo,- 
orders of bishops, presbyters, aud deacons, early 
appeared. Even the title of high-priest was soon 
given to certan ministers, and the distinction of 
clergy and laity began to be marked, though the 
clergy were still chosen by the whole body of the 
chvirch. Readers and catediista appear as distinct 
officers in the hierarchy, and the candidates for bap- 
tLnn were first made catechumens, and divided into 

lerent orders. With the widows, who were sop- 
by the ehureh, were ai»wwA«il. ■a^>^ft.•™sl^ Vw-i 
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BtTved to iucreiise the honour now put upon celibaej'. 

a their zeal to See from the corruption that 

Kroigncd in the heathen world, the primitiTo Ghris- 

piiiuiB made a merit of abstaining even from Ltniiil 

"marriage. Prayer, for which certain hours were 

iippoiuted, was otiered with the face turned to the 

east ; the Lord's prayer was supposed to be too 

sacred for iiny but the fully initiated ; and, though 

no liturgy was used, dojtoiogiea were highly exalted. 

Baptism was excessively magnified ; and, while that 

of infants was retained as of apostolic origin, sick 

f jiersons were baptized in their beds. In the 

Lord's Supper, fermented bread was employed by 

■ome churches, and condemned by others, and the 

wine was mixed with wator. To those who, being 

sick, were absent, the elements were sent. Strict 

discijilinc was exercised towards such as fell into sin, 

especially in the cases of fornication and idolatry. 

The places of worship were either the private dwel- 

I lings of Christians, or houses procured for the pur- 

^pOBo, which were therefore called g iujah a, the 

Lord's houses, whence cornea kirk, or church. In 

times of persecution, Cliristians met for worship in 

bjonvems ; and the catacombs, or excavations under 

! city of Rome, are celebrated for having beon 

^us comcorated. 

. The /wmsves of tlii» age were munifold. A nu- 



of heretics were, from their pretence 
lowledge, called Gnostics ; who enter- 
tained ridiculous notions of the person of Christ, 
and tlie creation of the world. Tlie Montanista, 
who practised a peculiarly rigid discipline, were 
rendered famous by Tertullian, who joined them. 
The Alogi, or deniers of the divine Word, seem to 
have considered Christ as a mere man, rejecting, of 
course, the writings of the apostle John. Theodotus 
is said to have been founder of this sect. Ambitious 
professors of Christianity, who were disappointed in 
their schemes for promotion, set themselves up for 
leaders of new sects. These gave rise to numerous 
meetings, afterwards magnified by tlie imposing name 
of councils. One was held in Asia against the Mon- 
tanists, and another at Borne against the Gnostics. 
Smaller assemblies, of the pastors of particular dis- 
tricts, were called synods ; of which, one was con- 
vened at Alesandria, in the year 2.30, on account of 
the opinions of Origen, which began to be contro- 
verted, and another in Asia, in 245 in opposition to 
the heresy of Noetus, 

The Jews, though cast out of the church, demand 
the benevolent notice of those who believe that they ' 

will bo gathered in again. Having rejected Jesus, 

■who came in liis Father's name, they received an J 

btpostor, Barcochebas, who came in \\w ti"KTi v«.\Wf, ■ 
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which sigiiifiua the sou of it star. He was eruabed 
by the emperor Hadrian, who killed fifty-eight 
thousand Jews, and prohibited t!ie survivors from 
entering the city built on the ancient site of Jerusa- 
lem, now called Elia. The Jews bad, in the earliest 
ages of Chriatianity, renowned schools at Tiberias 
&nd Babylon. Rabbi Judah, called the holy, wrote 
the Miahna, or second law, consisting of traditionary 
opinions concerning the signification of the Mosaic 
laws. The cabalistic boots of Jewish mysteries are 
asagned to this period. 

Sect. 3. — The Age of Persecution. 

PersecuUons were frequent, during the centuries 

that followed the death of the last of the apostles. 
[ Pliny's letter to Trajan, written in the year 111, 
[.shows that Cliristians were then sufTcriDg under 
I {lersecution, though the character of the reigning 
rprinoe was equitable and mild. Simeon, the son 
I of Gleopbas, is mentioned as a pastor of the church 
I at Jerusalem, who obtiunod the crown of martyrdom. 
ptJnder Marcus Aurelius, the persecutions raged 

severely, cspodally in the west. In Lyons and 
1 Yienne, <aties of France, great numbers were saeri- 
|fioed to the enmity of idolaters. The storm was 
e violent in the reigu of Severus, under whom 

su/feivd Leonidos, the father of Origen, in the year 



!202. As some fell into idolatry, aevGre coullicts 
aroae couceming their restoratioa to the communion 
of the faitMuL 

Our atteotion must now be turceil towards a 
period of great importance in the history of tlie 
church — that which terminated the depressions and 
persecutions of Christijms. 

Among the Latins, Cyprian, pastor of the church 
at Carthage, in Airica, was most celebratad. His 
letters are valuable, and his life and martyrdom are 
handed down to posterity by Pontius, his faithful 
deacon. Amolnus, an African rhetorician, wrote 
several books ikgainst the Gentiles. Lanctantius, 
his disciple, was caUcd the Chrbtian Cicero, though 
he was more a Cicero than a Clu'istian, as liia writ- 
ings show. Among the Greeks, Gregory, a hearer 
of Origen, was sumamed Thaumaturgus, or miraolc- 
worker, Euaehius, of Laodicea, was succeeded by 
AnatoliuB, whose Faschal Canons are given in Latin 
by Buffinus. Hesychius, pastor of Alexandria, has 
furnished us with a valuable Greek Icsacon. 

The writers of tiiis period introduced, or increased, 
the use of a pernicious phraseology. The terms, 
tradition, sacrifice, altar, confession, satisfaction, in- 
dulgence, and merit, misled the following ages.^^ 

uistians began to define minutely, and therefor© 
iripturally, the doctrine of t\vft TtVms.^ , wA 'u* 
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regard the reception of the Lord's Supper as 

tjal to salvation; while celibacy was exalted as 

meritorious, and in a minister almost a duty. 

The first pastors of the church at Borne had been 
martyrs ; but that diocese became, at length, an 
object of ambition to wicked and avaricious men. 
Towards the close of this period, three months 
elapsed, and a bloody tumult was cscited, before a 
bishop could be settled in the Boman see. Eor tliis, 
Alarcellus, the chosen person, was driven into exHe, 
where he died. The dissensions of the clergy were 
iatal to the church. Kovatus, at Carthage, and 
Novatian, at Bome, were in a state of hostility witb 
their bishops, concerning the conduct that should 
be adopted towards those who had spoatatiaed during 
the times of persecution. In Asia and Africa, it 
was thought that such persons should bo re-baptised ; 
but, at Rome, that opinion was so stronuously con- 
denmed, that Stephen, the bishop, refused to receive 
into communion the re-baptisers. 
y The Greek word papa, father, was now applied to 
bishops ; and as this prevailed at Rome, the title of 
Pope has been peculiarly appropriated to the bishop 
of what b called the aj>osto1ic sec. The bishop's 
chair, called in Greek cathedra, began to be styled 
a tlirone. The modem term catliedral is derived 
Souj The hhhop'n ciitliedra. Aeolytei, or followers, 




n tbc bishop, and sulxleacons assisted the 
Exorcists wore supposed to expel evil 
spirits ; chanta's, or singers, were made ecclesisdcal 
officers, as were even the door-keepers, who, in times 
of persecution, were of importance, to keep out in- 
formers and purauivants. Basket jwrtiona for the 
support of tjie clergy are now mentioned, and public 
acknowleiJgments of sin were exchanged for privat« . 
confession to the minister. The kisa of peaoo was 
given to the baptised, who were adorned with a 
crown and white robes ; for such efficacy began to be 
ascribed to this rite, that many deferred it, iu hope 
of entering heaven, clothed with all its full efi'ect. 
The Lord's Supper began to be celebrateil in the 
morning and fasting, and none but members of the 
church were allowed even to see the service, which 
was called a mystery. 

Heresies, as well as ceremonies, were now acoii- 
n African, taught that Father, 
e only three names of office for 
1 heaven, is called Father, on 
1 operating on creation. 



mulated. Sabellius, a 
Son, and Spirit, w( 
ona person ; who, 
earth, the 8on, and. 



the Holy Spirit, Uudor the emperor Ualeriiis, 
Paul of Samasala, the pronil bishop of Aiitioch, ad- 
opted, in hope, it is thouglit, of coiii'ting the eele- 
i eastern queen Zenobia, the error of Artemon, 
assorted th.il Christ was a \i\ptc nwo. K'^w- 




sian, irhosc roal Dsme seema to bavc been Culricus, 
though he waa subsequently calletl Manes, intro- 
duced the doctrine of two efemal principles, tlie 
one good, the other evil. His followers, the Mani- 
eheans, created great troubles, and occasioned the 
holding of several councils. 

We must now witness the last struggle between 
Pagan Rome and the Christian church. Porphyry, 
an orator, and Hierocles, governor of Bythinia, goad- 
ed on the enemy. Decius, in the year 250) kindled 
the fiercest fires. He threatened to put to death 
the local governors, unless they cither destroyed 
the Christians, or converted them to Paganism. 
For this purpose, racks, swords, hatoheta, crosses, 
gibbets, red hot iron chains, wild beasts, and every 
Other instrument of torture, or of death, which in- 
genuity oould devise, or cruelty employ, were tried 
to the utmost. Many Christians received the crown 
of martyrdom, some fled, and others became apos- 
tates. After two yoara, Gatlus followed in the same 
bloody path. Valerian, who next ascended the 
throne, was at first more mild towards the Chria- 
_ tians ; but, excited to cruelty by the Magi, he de- 
d that Christian Ministers should be seized and 
1 before the magistrates, and such Christians as 
1 knights, or senators, should be stripped 
waf their dignity ; and, if they persisted la tii«t eon- 








should be bebca/lcd. In tliis fiurcu [icrae- 
idon, which spread through Africa, Asia, nnd 
iropc, the crown of martyrdom waa conferred on 
biahop of Carthage, on Sixtus, wlio then 
filled the see of Rome, and on Lawrence, bis deacon, 
who was roasted over a alow fire. But Diocletian 
waa, in 302, the author of what in called the tenth 
and last persecution, which waated Uie church, for 
ten years. He recorded his fancied victory over an 
^unresisting people, on monuments erected in Spain, 
ith this inscription, " The Christian name obli- 
Lted, and the worship of the gods restored." 
But the wide extent and estremo severity of the 
persecution served to display the immense increase 
of the persecuted sect. The heroic constancy of 
the greater part of the sufferers raised their religion 
in the piiblio estimation ; and the manifest operation 
of fear, rather than conviction, on the minds of thoac 
who apostatised, made them witnesses to the truth 
which they abjured. Nor could the common sense 
of mankind fail to notice the character of the per- 
secuting emperors, which was honourable to the re- 
ligion they attempted to crush ; while their miaorable 
iths were recorded by Christian writers, as mani- 
proofa of the indignation of Heaven. Who can 
from the real triumphs of the faith, 
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I fabricated in later days ? Sueli was the story of St. 

L TTraula, in Britain, with her eleven thousand virgins ; 

' the Theban legion destroyed for refiiaing lo worahqt 
the gods ; and St. George of Cappadocia, wliose 

I victory over the dragon has fumialied a pictvfe, if 
not a tale, for the nursery. 

The pleasure created by arriving at the cloae of 
the persecuting nge, is diminished by tlie reflection 
that the church hod lost its virgin purity. Tlie 
writings of this age prove, what can scarcely be too 
often repeated, that to none but the inspired volume 
of the Sew Testament, given at its commeDCemont, 
can we implicitly trust. If the superiority of the 
Christian religion was demonstrated by its triumph 
over the false philosophy and real cruelty of Pagan- 
ism, the depravity of man now began to prove that 
it could not only create false gods, but pervert a 

_ revelation from the true God into a system of 

I to|)erstition, impurity, and blood. 

Wo shall see this in the next division of tlie 
B4)iatory. 



. II. — FKOM TlIE HEIGS OF CONSTANTINE TO 
THB RE F OHM AT ION. 

' 8bct. 1. — The ctotJ etIablUhment of ChrkticmiUi. 

Tlie father of Constantme, the first Christiun 

r aaiperor, reigned mildly in Brkian, al that -tune a 




^^Byiroviacc of the Koiuau empire ; where his mfo 
Helen aeeaia to have embraced tlie Christian faith. 
On the death of Constautius, Oonstnntine was pro- 
claimed sueeesaot to the throne, which he seized 
with great energy, at the com men cement of the 
fourth century. Having marched, in the year 312, 
against Maxentlua, who had ascended the throne at 
Borne, Constantine is generally said to have beea 
converted by the miraculous appearance of a cross 
in the heavens, with the inscription, " By this con- 
quer." But tiiere are in the tale so many suspicious 
eircumstancea as to justify those who have Christian 
views of war in withholding their assent ; wliUe the 
influence of a Christian mother, and the vast number 
of the followers of Christ, are quite sufficient to ac- 
count for that kind of conversion of which Constan- 
tine gave proof. His first decree merely forbade 
the persecution of men on account of their faith, 
and tanght the rational and equitable doctrine of 
religious liberty. Happy had it been for himself, 
and ior the church, if he had never gone farther. 
Having built Constantinople on the site of the anci- 
mt Byzantium, he transferred thither the seat of 
ment, which gave to it the name of New 
This at once divided, soon weakened, and 
oately ruined the empire ; so that it presented, 
!0 two l^s of iiou m S«\>vw3o»i&aa'J*^ ^ 
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image ; itnil, at last, was broken iuto the ten king- 
doms reprcstiited by the toea of iron and clay. As 
the Greek language was spoken at Constantinople, 
thia see was made tlie head of the Oreek churoh ; 
while Old Home, wliero Latin was retained, became 
:ihe despotic head of the liOtin church, 
f Christians now, no longer impoveriahod by spoll- 
ation and terrified by persecution, were exalted to 
honour and enriched by royal cndowmimts and state 
stipends. They soon cxliibited a host of learned 
doctors, whose voluminous writings have rendered 
the fourth and following century illustrious. Among 
liiose who spoke Latin, was Hosius, bishop of Cor- 
dova in Spain, and celebrated as the pre«dent cS. 
■the Council of Nice. Juvoncos, a Spaniard, put 
ihe gospel history into heroic verso. Hilary, bishop 
-«f Poitou, wrote on the Trinity, against the Arians. 
Optutus, an African bishop, was called the hammer 
■of the Donatists. As the author of a confession of 
faith, Martin, bishop of Tours, is celebrated. Phil- 
aatrius wrote a treatise on heresy. But three of the 
Latin fathers are as pre-eminent as David's three 
worthies. Ambrose, bishop of Milam, was lord of 
the ascendant, about the year 370. Jerome was, 
by the rare distinction of knowing Hebrew, in ad- 
ditbn to Latin and Greek, enabled to improve the 
Latin vewjon of the SeriptUYes into Ite present 
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^^^P^ulgate ; and Augustine, converted front tlie error 
^^^ of the Maoioliees, by hearing Ambrose, became 
bishop of Hippo in Africa, where he wrote many 
Taluable works, which now form ten large folioa.^^' 
He was the great champion of what are called the 
doctrines of grace, against Felagius, or Morgan, a 
Briton, who maintained what are now denominated 
Amiinian doctrines. 

Among the Greeks, Eusebioua of Cesarea, suiv- ■ 
named PamphUus, demands the first notice, unlesa 
this honour be adjudged to Athanasius, the cham- 
pion for the Trinity, Against the Arians ; though he 
was not the author of the Creed which bears his 
name. Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem, shows, by ]>i& 
catechetical works, how far the early Christiana 
carried thoso exerciser. Basil, called the Great, 
gave evidence of the talent and learning of his age, 
and of its strong tendency to monkish superstition. 
Of the two famous Gregories, the first was called 
Nyssen, from the scene of his pastoral care ; and 
the other is known as bishop at Naziansum, where 
he put the Psalma of David into elegant Greek verse, 
to defeat the malice of Julian, who forbade the 
Christians to read the Pagan poets, whose religion 
was by the disciples of the cross despised. Epipha- 
nius is celebrated for his book against lieresies ; but 
the EunouB Greek writer of tt\\a \wtvA -^ijft it3«a. 




called Clirysostom, or golden mouth. Tiiis olof|ueiit 
bisbop of Constautinople wrote Conimentarios on 
the Scriptures, and Homilies or Sermons, which 
abouad in beauties and faults. He was the oracle 
of BulBeqiient writers, who frequently do little more 
tlian copy his most striking remarks. Eplirem, caJled 
tfae 8yria,n, wrote, in his native tongue, works which 
are highly valued. 

e doctrine of the fourth century may bo known 
by the decrees of the Comicil of Nice, which pub- 
lisbed to the world its taith in the Trinity, by means 

' of the Nicene creed. But prayers for tlio dead now 
began to be offered ; the relics of departed saints 
.were more than venerated ; their names were in- 
voked in public worship, and their images were set 

I up, though not yet sidored. 

The public buildings were now devoted to the 
rorship of the Christians, who chose, not tlie heathen 

I temples, which were dark, and almost all porch : 
but the Basilica, or courts of law, wiiere the seats of 
the judges served for the bishop and the presbytery, 
while the spacious hall, where the suitors and the 
auditors bad stood, afforded accommodation for the 
oongregation, which was ancicutly divided, the men 
etanding on one side and tlio females on the other. 

Constontinc, who had interfered in the govem- 
iont ofthi! church to a ruinuiw extent, l>equeathed 
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empire to his three surviving sons, Conatoutine, 
Conatans, and Constantius ; of whom tlie latter was 
favourable to the Ariaos. Jnlian, the nephew, suc- 
eeeded to the sons of the first Christiao emperor, 
and is generally called the Apostate. That he ever 
embraced the faith is doubtful; that ho openly 
disavowed it, on coming to the throne, is certain. 
But he affected that phiioaopliic temper which prefers 
sapping the citadel of the faith to an open attempt 
at carrying it by storm. T hinkin g, perhaps, with 
many others, that Christ's prediction of tlie destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem included an a^jsuraiice that it 
should never bo rebuilt, Julian endeavoured to 
prove that prophecy false. He was frustrated in his 
attempt by miracle, as the Christian hbtorians atBrm, 
probably by tlie strong hand of deatli, 
ieh arrested him in the Persian war, when he is 
flaid to have exclMmed. " Galilean, thou hast 
conquered !" The Christiana, thu,s delivered from a 
crafty foe, who had mmed to make them weak and 
contemptible, by ignorance, were delighted to see 
Jovian, the successor to the throne, profesa their 
faith. He was followed in the possession of empire, 
by the brothers Valens, an Arian, and Valentinian, 
a Trinitarian. Theodosius, called the Great, con- 
Iwred vast favours on tlie Christians, into whose 
ftdth ho had beim baptised. Ho repressed tW k^ 
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aiiB, iuid oUtcT heretics, against whom he puhlisbcd 
decrees, while ho destroyed the heathen temples, 
eBpecially in Egypt, conquering, as Augustine said, 
more by praying than by fighting. But with that 
eulogium the blood ho shod in Thessoloniea ill ac- 
cords ; of which, indeed, he seemed sensible, when 
he aubmitted to the humiliation which the chiiroh 
demanded as a proof of repentance. At the end of 
the fourth e^ntury, he left hia dominion to Ids sons 
Areadiua and Honorius. 

The pride of the bishops of Komc, which had in- 
creased even in times of persecution, became, when 
Christians were in power, notorious and intolerable- 
Some of them were accused of Arianism, And Dama- 
■us, who rose. In the year 366, to the see, by blood- 
ehed, displayed such luxury, that a pagan consul said, 
" Make me bishop of Borne, and I will become a 
OhrisUan." In the same course followed the bishops 
©f New Borne, or tho patriarchs of Constantinople. 

The great cities were soon filled with inhabitants 
who were Christians, at least iu name ; but, as the 
people of tho villages, called Pagi, continued to 
warship the heathen gods, lagans became the nunc 
of those who were not Christians. Whole nations 
are aiud to have been converted to the ftuth of Christ ; 
though the Goths, a race of northern barbarians, 
nishetl into Europe, embraced the Arian creotl. 
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^^^L> Numerous colleges were erected, and the monnslic 
^^F £fe was now thought so holy and meritorious, that ia 
Egypt, five thousand, monks, of whom Aothony was 
the leader, were, od one occasion, compelled to bear,. 
arms. Melania, o noble Eoman lady, formed a 
nunnery of fifty virgins. But, amidst all this pas- 
sion for seclusion and mortification, we hear the 
loudest complaints of the pride and luxury which 
wealth and power brought into the church, For^_^ 
now, Ohristion pastors assumed the lofty titlea of 
metropolitans, archbishops, archdeacons, primates, 
and exarchs. Jerome already saw Babylon in Bome, 
which began to employ every artifice to induce all 
who had difTcrcnoes, to appeal to her tribunal. Eo- 
ole^astical rules, or canons, were exalted above the 
Scriptures, and the sceptre of the emperor waa em- 
ployed to compel submission to the decrees of the 
* church. It is, indeed, most painfully interesting te 
"abeerve how steadily the Roman pontifis pressed 
Awards their mark — absolute despotism over the 
Christian church. 

To allure the heathen, every kind of ornament 
was added to public worship. The Psalms of David 
were sung with great pomp ; wax-lights and incense 
were burned on the altars ; the ministora were 
adorned with splendid vestments, while crosses and 
itnagea aiicceeded to the ancient idote. 
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made to the tombs of tlie martyra, as well 
as to other places deemed saered, capecially to Jeru- 
salem, where our Lord suffered. 

Many superetitloua ceremonic-s were added to 
baptism, and to the Lord's Supper, which was called 
miaaa, either from the dismission of all, 
but the members, before the service began, or from 
the dismisMon of these when it closed. The bread 
and wine were elevated, not to be worshipped, but 
presented to God, and were put into tho mouths of 
the dying as a passport to heaven. 

With an appearance of great rigour, there was a 
goneral relaxation of real discipline ; though tickets 
were given to persons removiug from place to place, 
to attest that they were members of the Christian 
ohurch. The plaecB of worship, now erected by 
Christians, resembled the Jewish temple ; having an 
outer court, which was afterwards converted into a 
burying-ground ; a pionave, or vestibule, where the 
catechumens stood ; the navo, or temple itself, where 
tho faithful assembled, and the choir, called also the 
Bema, or Tribunal, and, by the Latins, the Presby- 
tery, where the bishop's chair, or throne, held the 
• middle place. There, the sacred supper was spread, 
in which it was observed that gold^ vessels were 
employed by wooden priests ; for the days were gone 
w/ien the chm-ch had wooden vessels and golden 
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astora. The feast of Epipliany, or the mauittistatiua 
rf Christ, and the fast of Lent, were now introduced. 
I To the Docatista of the third century there were 
my aucccsaora, who maintained, it' we may believe 
jttiieir adversaries, tliat the church should be com- 
I jwacd of none but perfect Christians. It is probable, 
however, that the Donatists were, at first, faitliful 
witneasea against corruption, though they at last 
split into parties and fell into error. The Ariana, 
. irho were the chief diatiirbers of the church in the 
r fourth century, derived their name from a pres- 
i.ijter oi Aiexandria, who, being envious of Ales- 
I tndor, elected bishop of that see in 317, maintained 
t Christ was not equal with the Father, but was 
) oreated before the world. His foUowcrs divided 
o parties, some being denominated Semi-arians. 
r Ag^nst this heresy, the first genera! council was 
■eld at Nice, in Bythinia, where three hundred 
d eighteen pastors of Christian churclies assembled, 
mong whom Constautine presided as sovereign. 
The assembly decreed that Christ was Homoousios, 
of the same nature with the Father ; and condemn- 
ed the Arians, who maintained that ttie Son was 
moiousios, or of like nature. Against Mace- 
I bishop of Constantinople, who, in 361, 
d that the Holy Spirit was a divine person, and 
t SabelliuH, wha merged sH ttve ^^fwiw. "is. 



tatioQ I 



that of tho Father, was held the next general coun- 
! «il, at Constaatinople, uader Theodosiua, in 381 ; 
I whore, among a hundred and fifty, there whs no one 

tmm Borne. The Sabellians and Macedonians were 

condemned. 

This was the age of heresies, and of oouncUs, of 

superstition and of luxury, of estemal triumjjh and 
I of spiritual death. 
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Sect. 2. — TheCorruptumoftheChrutianChwcli. 

We may now pass more rapidly over the Christian 
history. Gregory, called the Great, bishop of Borne, 
was a powerful writer, who taught the prefection of 
the inspired Scriptures, Soverua Sulpitiua wrote in 
Latin, an eacleaiaatical history, as did Socratos, 
Sozamen and Evagrius, in Qreek. The celebrated 
female, Hypatia, taught philosophy at Aloxaadrio, 
where she was massacred by party fury. 

The supremacy of the bishop of Rome was first 
Acknowledged by Fliocas, the murderer of his master 
Maurice, who, when dying, exclaimed," Thou art 
righteous, Lord, and just arc thy judgments." 
The barbarians now began to break up the Boman 
empire ; for, from tho year 410 to 550, Boqio waa 
taken by Alario, Qenseric, Bichomer, aiul twice by 
Totila. But Atala, king of the Huns, was the great 
XOiirgv employed by God, to chastise the sins of 
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those who were called Christians. The Lombards, 
10 favoured Arianism, founded a, kingdom in Italy, 
of the Franca, or French, having . 
littcd to Christian baptism, it waa pretended 
lat holy oil, to anoint him, as a Christian king, woa 
brought from heaven in the bill of a dove. Augus- 
tine the monk was sent by Gregory, from Rome, in 
tJie year 597, to convert the Anglo-Saxons, though 
the Britons had embraced Christianity long before. 
Monkery and superstition now became nunpant. 
Byria, enthusiasts set themselves up on pillars, 
height of which was gradually increased, till it 
Wame dreadful.. These pillared saints, who sought 
approach heaven in this gross mamier, devoted 
their lives to fasting and prayer, and were almost 
■ed by the ignorant crowd. As Rome ceased to 
the seat of the emperor, the bishop became more 
iwcrlul, and the clergy claimed the right of judg- 
eoclesiostical causes ; so that almost every thing 
made eoclesiafiticol, to moreasc the power of the 
priests. At this lame were introduced what are called 
litanies, in which the people responded at every 
sentence, "Lord have mercy ujwn ua." In the 
eastern churches, the Triasgion, or the cry of the 
seraphim. Holy, holy, holy, was devised and prac- 
, as of great virtue. Gregory the Groat made 
rogulationa for tlic mass, in wluclv it "Hie. ^o- 



hibited to sing Halletujah, except on the fifty days 
between PasBOver and Pentecost. The magrufieence 
of temples was mueh increased, and that which was 
built by Justinian at Constantinople, and dedicated 
to St. Sopliia, was so splendid that the emperor ex- 
claimed, " I have outdone thee, Solomon." The 
sacrod places were now made asylums, where even 
murderers might flee and be safe ; while religious 
processions were, in times of public calamity, sup- 
posed to be efficacious means of diverting the 
L judgments of God. 

The fifth century was troubled by the rise of the 

heresy which we have mentioned as introduced by 

Fela|^u3, a British monk, who, denying original sin, 

maintained the power of men to turn to God, and 

I do those works for the foresight of which they were 

I Baid to be pre-destinated to life. His coadjutors 

e Celestius and Julian, and his followers abound- 

I ed, not only in Britain, but in Africa and Palestine. 

[ i modification of this doctrine was introduced by 

I John Cassian, a monk, at Marseilles, which gave to 

I the Semi-pelagians, the name of Marselliaus. Augus- 

I tine has been held in honour, as the able defender 

[ of the orthodox faith against Pelagianism. But, 

I trom tliis time, what is caUed the Calvinistic con- 

I iroversy has agitated the church. 

NeatoriouB, bishop of Constant inoiile, eiii;iloying 
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hia great powers to oppose the rising worsliip oi' the 
Virgin Mary, and maintoining that she ought not to 
be called the mother of»God, was accused of deny- 
ing the divinity of Christ, or of dividiog him into 
two persons. Cyril of Alexandria, an envious rival, 
procured the condemnation of Nestoriua, whose 
auGTurings were but a requital of what he hiid done 
to others. By his advocates were published three 
books, which become famous under the title of the 
three chapters, The first was written by Theodore, 
bishop of Mopaeusta, in Cilicia, ia defence of the 
doctrine of two natures in the person of Christ ; the 
second was by Theodoret, in condemnation of the 
anatheians of Cyril ; and the last was a letter fcom 
Jacob of Edesaa, addressed to a Persian, in whose 
country Keatorius had taken refuge. !From the 
attempt to avoid the error of regarding tlie two 
jiaturea in Clirist as two persons, arose another, 
Eutychianism, whioli was charged with as- 
ing that, from the moment of the incarnation, 
the human nature was indentifled witJi the Deity. 
Eutychus, its author, was what was called Axuhi- 
mandrite, or head of the monk% at Constantinople ; 
and his foUowere were denominated Monophyaitoi> 
or believers in one nature. These gave rise to the 
Monotbelitea, or believers in one will in Christ, 
inst Noswrius, a counoil waM caIWiI tt,t ¥.\Jaw!.vvt, 
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in 431. Here Cyril hastened to liave Neatorius 
condemned, before tlie arrival of John, bishop of 
Constant inople, who failed Hot to sherc what pride 
Mid wrath can dwell in Episcopal breasta. To con- 
/ dmm the Entychiana, the council of Macedon was 
summoned in 451, when it was decreed, that " in 
one and the same Christ there are two natures, with- 
out confusion and without separation." In. 553, 
Justinian convoked, at Constantinople, a councS, 
which condemned the errors of Origen and the Three 
Chapters. But, while the orthodox were eonvokins 
eounoils, to condemn errors, the barbarians defended 
Arianism by the sword. 

As the darkness of night increased, the true church 

h exhibited the fulfilment of the apocalyptic vision of 

^^^^L a woman fleeing into the wilderness. A few men 
^^^^1 of note shone as lights in a dark place. Isidore of 
^^^^P fipain, was a distinguished writer. Of our country- 
^^^F men Bede, called Yonerable, it was sud, " a man 



I /bont m a remote comer has astonished the world 
by his genius." His disciple, Alcuin, was tutor to 



Charlemagne. In the East, Antiochus wrote a 
compendium of religion, in 130 homilies ; James of 
Edessa, commented on Scripture, in elegant Syriae ; 
md John of Damascus was the first Greek who re- 
duced tlieology to the scholastic method. Divines 
i^in to bewtiBfied with repeating wliat former 






councils and poi>ea had 

e Papacy became triumphant, when BoniJaoe 
■3 acknowledged universal biahop, and when Pepin, 
King of Prance, gave, as the popea say, the patri- 
mony of Peter, or the country around Rome, to tha 
holy see. Pope Agatho declared in 678, that the 
decisions of the apostolic see should be received as 
the divine voice of St. Peter, whose successors could 
not err. But Pope Constantine I. is said to have 
had the honour of introducing the custom of Idssiiig 
the PontiflTs feet under colour of reverencing the 
cross on the pontifical slippers. England began to 
be drained of its money by sending Peter's pence to 
Bome. The Patriarch of Constantinople, who saw 
with envious eyes the elevation of his rival, con- 
tinued to quarrel with him, for affirming that the 
I Holy Spirit proceeded from the Sod, as well as 
■ from the Pather, and for sanctioning this doctrine 
Pby surreptitiously introducing the word jiUoquo 
into the Constantinopolitan creed. But images were 
the grand theme of strife in the eighth century ; 
for, while the Latin church maintiuned that they 
e pious objects of devotion, the Greek church, 
fter many changes, settled down in the use of 
8 only ; so that, on this question, a perpetual 
1 has been created between tluMa tvo iffwi. 
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diviflions of Chriatendom. The Pope, who favours 
tlie worship of images, and presides over the Latin 
church, exconununlented the Pntrituch of CoDstan- 
tjnoplc, who will have nothing but pictures in the 
Greek cliurch. 

The idolatry of Christians was punished by a sew 
and migh^ scourge. Mahomod, who was a poor 
camel driver, in Arabia, having married a rich widow, 
nspircd oiler dominioD, for the sake of which he is 
supposed to have pretended to a. divlno luis^on. 
Epileptic fits he represented as the effects of viata 
from the angel Gabriel, and by the help of a Jew 
&nd a Nestorian monk, ho composed a rhapsodical 
volume, which he called the Koran, or reading, and 
IHiased off, among liis ignorant followers, as the 
greatest of all miracles. Foiled in his first attempt 
at ppoaelytism, and driven from Medina by the ma- 
gistrates, he made his flight, called in Arabic, Hejira, 
the era from which his followers reckon time. By 
tJte sword, he soon spread his religion, called Lslain, 
tlirough Arabia, to which his followers added 
the conquest of Northern Africa, Western Asia, 
Greece, and part of Spain, and of the islands of the 
Heditcrronean. lie died in 032, aged G3, and was 
baried in Medina. He wns a bitter enemy to tiie 
doctrine of the Trinity, which rendered liim a fit 
ilenmont to chastise tUosu who Imd made that pro- 




nd mystery a Gre-brand to the church, and 
n of violating all the obligations of Christ 
charity. The unity of God was almost the sole 
article of his creed, and his zeal against idols was 
rewarded by unp&ralleled successi not only against 
Pagans, but atao against those who had introduced 
images into the Christian church, and turned Chris- 
tianity into a new species of idoktry. He admil 
the divine mission of Moses and Jesus, but 
tained that Mahomed was a third great prophet 
whose Koran was to supersede the Scriptures, which 
Jews and Christians had corrupted. By admitting 
polygamy, and promising a sensual paradise, he en- 
listed the corrupdons of liuman nature on his side, 
and, taking advantage of the divisions among CIiFi»- 
tiana, he paraded the unity of the new f^th, 
however, was divided into two sects as soon 
expired. The Persians, who are Mahomedans of 
the soot of All, liato the Turks, who, from Tartary, 
rushing into Europe, embraced lalmn, according to 
the sect of Omar, and, ailer twice beseiging, at last 
took Constantinople, and made it the head quarters 
of Mahomedism in Europe. 

As all roloara ore alike in the dork, it is of little 
use to att«mpt a description of ttie various shades of 
ignoraiMo and su[ierstition wliich now forni the hi»>, 
lory of the church. Our King ilfreii 
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fitmed for knowledge and piety, and was oven a poet 
superior to bk times. Qotbochalcus was the author 
of a book on predestination, which excited strong 
Photius, pEitriarch of Constantinople, 
wrote what was called a Library of Religion. 
Charles, the Great, of France, usually called Charle- 
magne, laboured to restore learning, and to reform 
the clergy, in which he was followed by his Son 
Louis the Pious. Wliile Mahomed was destroying 
Christianity in the East, the Danes and the Swedes 
were received into the Romish, and the Bussians 
ito the Greek ehurch. There was, in 854, a Pope, 
called John \ISX., whom many writers affirm to have 
been a woman, to whom they give the name of Joan. 
The pride of the popes inereaaed, until they literally 
ttode on tlie neoks of emperors and kings ; but when 
several, at one time, claimed the honour of legiti- 
mate successors of 8t. Peter, their divisions broke 
■tii^ power, which had been rendered odious and 
-faifolerable by a succession of monsters, who were a 
disgrace, not only to the Christian, but even to the 
human name. 

In the year 822, Faschasias Badbert, first broached 

m what is called the doctrine of the real presence, in a 

i treatise on the Eucharist, in which he asserts, " that 

3 bread and wine of Iho Lord's Supper are, after 

tonsecratioD, turned into the very substance of the 




body and blood of Chrbt." Though opposed by 
mftnyi eapeoially in England and France^ ttiis mons- 
trous doctrine was seized by tlie Cbureh of Rome, 
as affording a, Adq opportunity of exalting the priest- 
hood, whom it invested with the power of creating 
the body and blood of the Saviour, and thus of exert- 
ing immense influence over the minds of mon. When 
the first thousand yeara of the Christian era drew 
to a close, multitudes, believing that the world was 
combg to an end, suffered the pubhc buildings to 
&I1 into decay. Time having confuted the error, 
many of the present buildings were erected in the 
eleventh century. 

In the year 1077, flourished Theopliylaet, bishop 
of Bulgaria, who wrote Greek commentaries on the 
Mew Testament, which, though borrowed greatly 
firam Ohrysostom, would have done honour to a 
better age. Nicetas was the author d' one of those 
works called Catenae, or Chains, which consisted of 
sentences from the more ancient writers. The last 
of what are called the fathers was Bernard, abbot of 
Clairvaux, who, though a monk of the Roman church, 
wrote with such piety and devotion as inspires the 
hope that there was more religion, even in that cor- 
rupt eommunion, than could have been expected. 
After this age, the principal ecdesiastical writers 
L we called Schoolmen, and these ixgamvieife fc'i.is««A 





by Doctors of Theology. Lanfranc and Anselm, 
axclibifihopa, of Canterbury, made our country la> 

by thdr leamod works. Hugo de St Victor, 
in tlie beginning of the tliirtecnth century, wroto 
four books of Sentences, which gave him the title of 
the Master of the Sentences, and laid the foundation 
of the corrupt Roman divinity. 

The emperors of Germany began now to bo elected 
heads of the BonuinEmpire, by the German princes; 
and the popes to be chosen to tlie chair of St. Peter 
by a new order of priests, called Cardinals ; while 
the civil and ecclesiastical rulers were embroiled in 
disputes concerning the right of invustiture, the 
emperors claiming the right of investing bishops 
with tho civil prerogatives of their sees. In 1073, 
Pope Hildebrand, who took the title of Gregory VIL, 
was a torment to kings and a peat to the world. 

The Mflhomedana having seized Palestine, and 
become masters of the places where our Lord lived 
and died, the pilgrims who visitod the holy sepulchre, 
brought back to Europe doleful tales of the treat- 
ment they received from the Infidels, Peter, the 
Hermit, therefore, roused Christendom to wliat were 
called the Jioly wars, for tlie recovery of Palcstino. 
Those who enlisted in this service, putting a cross 
on their armour, were called Crusadera, or cross- 
bearers, and these wars, in which millions of meu 



i money were sacrificed, were turned the Cm- 
Qod&ey of Boulogne, the leader of the host, 
K>k Jemaalem, but refused to be crowned with gold 
r Lord waa crowned with thorns. These 
djtions, in which our King Ricliard, called Cceur 
i heart, actwi a, conspieuoua part, 
1 of forming the orders of knight- 
The popes favoured the lioly wars, because 
any who embarked in them, not expecting to re- 
m, bequeathed their property to the church ; but 
e end, this inaanity, which terminated, in the 
il defeat of the Christiana, raised Europe from its 
extreme depression. The supplies which the armies 
required gave rise to the spirit of commerce, and the 
knowledge which the Crusaders brought back from 
tlie East, where learning and the arts were much 
eultii'ated, taught men at length to burst the chains 
—Of the priesthood, 

f Xicaming prepared the way for the Beformation. 
e schoolmen refined on divinity to an amazing 
extent of metaphysical abstraction. From the school 
of Albert, called the Great, issued Thomas Aquinas, 
into whose body, it was sMd, the soul of Augustine 
i entered. From this paragon of acumen, who 
s the oracle of hie day, John Bunse Scotus* took 



► * So cidled from being a Scotchman, horn at Dunse. 
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the liberty to differ, and tlius gave rise to violeut 
^sputeA, T^ich dJBtractod the ehuroh. For Aqniaas 
hftving asserted that genus, species, and difference, 
les for abstract idetts, Scotus main' 
tained that they were expressive of real exiatence, 
and thus the Chrlstiaw Tvorid was divided into No- 
minalists and Itealists, or Thomists and Scotists, 
whose disputes not only filled the colleges, but even 
made the streets to run down with blood. Scotus in- 
vented the dootrino of the immaculate birth, or con- 
oeption of the Virgin Mary, At this time was made 
» valuable aiTangeinent of the Soriptores into chapters, 
for the sake of references in a Concordance which was 
provided for the use of the church. Two orders of 
monlis arose, about the year 1170, the Domiiiicnns 
Were founded by Dominiek Ouzman, a Spaniard, and 
^e Franciscans by Francis Assissi, an Italian : these 
two divided tlie popish world by their fiery disputes, 
the one of them maintaining the immaculate con- 
ception of the Virgin, and the other denying it. 

But Gtod had been preparing that deliverance for 
iaa ohnrch to which we must now turn. 



I CHAP. HL FBOU TOE REFORMATION TO TUG 

PBESENT TIME. 

This is the period of the preparation for tlie final 
glotiea of Christ's kingdom. 
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^^KSec-t. l.~qftke Waldetueiy 
^^^*- During the dark ages, some pioua peraoas retired 
into the vallies of Piedmont, and even in tlie ninth 
century the gospel had been faithfully maintained 
by Giaud, bishop of Turin. Some of the Catholic 
writers own that the heresy of the Waldenses is tlie 
oldest in the world. An mdlstinct rumour was at 
length heard, tl>at in these recesses, there was a 
people who offered no mass, nor paid any tithes, nor 
worshipped any saints, but sought heaven through 
Christ alone. Though tho princes at first refused 
to disturb these peaceful people, at length, tlirough 
tlie influence of the priests, the &'es of persecution 
were kindled at Turin and its neighbourhood — 
"Here was the patience and fcuth of the sunts." 
Catalan Girard, who waa seated upon the pile of 
martyrdom at Reuel, said to one of the bystanders, 
" Favour me with those two ^int-stones," then 
throwing them on tho ground excliumed, " sooner 
shall I eat these stones, than you shall bo able by 
persecution to destroy the religion for whioii I die !" 
Many of them, however, fled into Germany, France, 
^^^jpd England, Hero they were hunted like wild 
^^^Htata. Evervinus, of the diocese of Cologne, warned 
^^^Bb celebrated St. Bernard that h^^tlca were come 
^^^wto bis neiglibourhood, " Some who have troubled 
us, " says he, " were aeuied by the people and burnt 
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to death, &nd, wlmt is moat astonishing, they ciuue 
to the stake and endured the flumes, not only with 
fKtieace, but even with joy. They say that the 
church is only among themselves, because they alone 
follow Clirist and imitate his apostles. They phioe 
no confidence in the intercession of saints, nor be- 
lieve in any fire of purgatory after death. They 
assert that they have great numbers of their per- 
suasion scattered almost every where ; for this heresy 
has been concealed from the time of the martyrs." 
Bernard was roused to combat these supposed here- 
tics ; but in his sermons on the Canticles, which he 
was then publishing, he mingles his charges with 
Buch encomiums, as sufficiently attest the innocence 
of the accused. — " If," says he, " you ask them of 
their faith, nothing can be more Christian ; if you 
observe their conversation, nothing can be more 
blameless. He faate much, and eats not the bread of 
idleness, but works with his own hands. The whole 
body are rustic and illiterate." Egbert, the monk. 
Bays of these people, " They are commonly called 
Cathari Puritans, and are very pernicious to the Ca- 
tholic faith, which, like moths, they corrupt and de- 
Tliey maintain thar opinions by the authority 
Scripture, with the words of which they are armed, 
igh they know not the sense. They are inoreas- 
ifed to great multitudes, through all countries. In 
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fflanders, they caU them Fephlea ; tn France, Tiue- 
tands, from the numbers of them who are weavers. 
In the year 1160, some of these faithful witnesses 
Mnght, in Britain, an asyhim from the persecutions 
ID Germany. But alas ! they found only a prema- 
ture grave. Eegarding them as contemptible here- 
tics, the writers of these times record their history 
in a way so cursory and confused, that it is difficult 
to aacertiiin facts. It is, however, confessed, that 
the leader of these refugees, whose name was 
'•Clerrard, was neither ignorant nor illiterate, though 
told hia followers were, because, forsooth, 
they made no other reply to the eavila of their ene- 
mies, than " We beUeve as we are taught by the 
word of God." A council was called by Henry, to 
raeet at Oitford, in order to try these thirty heretics, 
■who were not likely to meet with either mercy or 
justice from an assembly of hnu^ty prelates. They 
were condemned ; branded on the forehead ; pub- 
licly whipped out of the town ; and, being turned 
into the fields in the depth of winter, when all were 
forbidden to relieve them, they perished. Even 
their enemies allow that they behaved with great 
calmness and moderation ; and when the inhuman 
sentence was executed upon them, they sang, 
" Blessed are ye when men shall hate you, and per- 
I iKout« you." Warner justly observes that " their 



conduct was wortliy of the beat and most righteous 

cause, aod would incline oue to think favourably of 

I tiieir doctrine." They were moat probably our first 

■ atartyra to pure religion, and the duty of separating 
from a corrupt coninmnion. Some historians call 
them Publicans, others, Vaudoia, and Waldenses. 
They were, doubtless, a branch of those confeaaora 
whom Henry, at the request of the king of France, 
persecuted on tlic coutiuetit as well aa in our isle. 

Our limits forbid us to pursue the history of these 

Others of the reformation ; but we may observe that 

the ancient Britons, together with the Scots and 

Irish, being deluged with the general corruption, 

and the established church every where having be* 

I come an apostate liorlot, it was now become both 

L the duty and the inclination of reaj Christians to 

l«omeout from Babylon i ao that tvo must, in future, 

I look for the disciples of Christ among those who are 

branded m heretiea. The popish writers affirm that 

the Waldenses were found in England and Scotland ; 

■ and WicklifT, together with John Hiusa, and Joroma 

t Prague, are mentioned as their followers. In- 
«1, the doctrines which the Waldenses are accused 
of teaching in England, during the twellth century, 
so exactly correspond with those wLicli Wicklifi" 
I Afterwards more successfully diffused, that there is 
a doubt of his having learned from thi» achooL 
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It is refreahing to observe how God preserve*! for 

iself a faitliful seed, never leaving liimself without 
witness ; to mark how he frustrated the macliina- 
of the foe, by rMsing up new confessora, to 
supply the place of tlioae that were slain ; and to 
behold how a new asylum was opened for the truth, 
when it had been driven out of every other place 
under heaven. Por, while the Catholic writers de- 
light to disoover the earliest intimations of the cor- 
rupt doctrines, absurd ceremonies, and despotic rule 
of thdr church ; every trae protestant must feel a 
purer joy in trodng up the witnesses for the refor- 
mation, through all ages, till we connect our relig^ion 
with that of the primitive and truly apostolic church. 
For, though it is quite sufficient for us to find our 
religion in tho lively oracles of God, it is consoling 
to discover it in the breasts of living men. 

But as the original witnesses were driven from 
place on the continent, new sects of Puritans 
'irose to prepare for the reformation. Peter de 
Bruys, in the south of f rauce, after turning many 
to a purer faith, was burned at St. Giles, in Lan- 
guedoc, for maintaining that God regards only the 
worship of the lieart ; that crucifixes were instru- 
ments of superstition; that the Lord's Supper is 
a real sacrifice of the body of Christ ; and tliat 

lyers for the dead are ol no »vul. An Italia 





the name of Henry, supposed to be a Peterbruysian, 

^^^ or disciple of Peter Bruys, quitted the life of a monk 

^^^^ «iid a Iteriait, and travelled, from Lausanne, through 

^^^E Kreral cities of France, to Thoulouse, where he was 

^^^vtipposed by Bernard, called the saint, from who.«e 

^^^B%ry he fied ; but, being seized, was tried at Rlieims, 

^^^^ "before Pope Eugeniua III., who eonsig;ned hiin to 

prison, where he ended hia days. Arnold, of Brescia, 

I was celebrated for maintaining that the temporal 

^^_ I power of the church was an UQprinci[)led and per- 

^■Ktikiious coiTuptioa. He excited the people of Bome 

^^Hitself, to assert their civil riji;hts and liberties against 

^^^ flie pope, who trembled and fled ; but, returning 

with military force, this protended successor of St. 

Peter triumphed, and Arnold was burned to ashes. 

The Amoldists, however, continued for some time 

to disturb the repose of the popes. The Paterines 

were another sect of dissenters from the Church of 

Borne, which accused them of being Manicheans, 

though they seem to have been real protestants, who 

had existed in great numbers from the purer ages of 

the church. 

But those who protested against the corruptions 
if the times were, at last, included under one name, 
kit of Waldenses ; derived, as Mosheim thinks, 
I Peter Waldo ; but more probably from the 
Hidois, or inhabitants of the vallies of Piedmont. 





Bi;iiig t'utluocd to povcj-ty, tliey wetv often calUnl 
c poor men of Lyons. From those of the sect who 
ived at Aibog la Fnmae, they were aomotimes deno- 
igcnsea. Against these, the horrible in- 
Btitutlon of tho InquisitluD was formed in 1212, and 
the execution of its bloody decteea waa committed to 
the Dominioian friars. The novel doclrme of tronsub- 
staotiation having led to the adoration of the host, 
caused Peter Waldo to oppose the whole system of 
corruption. Having taught the people the sacred text, 
in their mother-tongue, ho laid open the testimony 
of God concerning justification by l^th in Christ, 
Anathematiaed by Pope Alexander IV., the reformer 
withdrew into France, and at last finished a coui'so 
of twenty years' useful labours, in Bohemia, in 1173. 
When driven from place to place by persecution, 
these, like genuine successors of the apostles, " wont 
every where preaching tlie word." The testimony 
of our great poet Milton, who wrot« letters to several 
princes in beluilf of the persecuted sect, will form an 
interesting close to the history of these forerunners 
of the Iteformadon. " For the first three hundred 
years, 1 find no such doctrine, or example, as that\ 
of tithes. Those most ancient reformed churches of 
the Waldenaes, if they rather continued not pure 
sties' days, denied that tithes were to 
hat they were ever given in the priml- 



|<livG (iliiirch; as appears by an ajicient tractate in- 
I aeried in the Bohemian history. The pastors of the 
»r Waldensea, the ancient stock of our Eeforma^ 
iODi without the help of tithes, bred np themselves 
a trades, and espodally in physic and surgery, as 
well as in the atnUy of Scripture, which is the only 
i true theology, that they might bo no burden to the 

church ; and, after the example of Christ, might cure 
both body and soul, through industry adding that 

»to their ministry whicU ho joined to his by the gift 
loi the Spirit. So Peter Giles relates in his History 
of the Waldenses of Piedmont. But our ministers 
Morn to use a trade, and count it the reproach of 
tiiis age that tradesmen preach the gospel. It 
were to be wished they were all tradesmou ; they 
■would not then, for want of another trade, make a 
trade of thoir preaching ; and yet they clamour that 
^^^ tradeamon proacli, though they preach wliile them- 
^^^■vmItgs are the worst tradesmen of all." — " Seeing 
^^^L^fiie Christian churcli is not national, but consists of 
^^^ many particular congregations, not determined by 
any outward judge in matters of conscience ; those 
pretended church revenues, as they have ever been, 
so tliey are likely to continue, matters of endless 
dissension between the church and the magistrate, 
Itnd the churches among themselves ; there will, 
L tiierefore, be found no better remedy for these evils. 
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lervFJae incurable, than, after the example of the 
incorrupt counsel of the WaWenses, our first 
aers, to remove them as a, peat — an apple of 
'd in the ehuroh ; for what else can the effect of 
riches be, and the snare of money in religion ? — and 
to convert them to more profitable uses ; considering 
that the church of Christ was founded in poverty, 
rather than in revenues, stood purest, ami prospered 
best without them, received them unlawfully from 
those who both erroneously and unjustly, sometimes 
impiously, gave them, and so was justly ensnared 
and corrupted by them." — " The Waldenses, our first 
reformer, both from tlie Scripture and primitive ex- 
ample, maint^uned those among them, who bore the 
office of ministers, by ahns alone. Take theur very 
'ords,^' Our food and clothing is sufficiently ad-\ 
and given to us by the good people whom 
*e teach.' As for church endowments and posses- \ 
sions, I meet with none considerable before Con- \ 
stantine, but the houses and gardens where they 
met, and their places of burial ; and I persuade my- 
self that, from thence the ancient Waldenses, whom I 
deservedly cite so often, held that, ' to endow churches 
evil thing ;' and that the church then fell off 
td became the whore, sitting on tiiat beast men- 
the book of Sevelalioti, when, under Pojie 
'Ivcster, she received those temporal donations."* 
and Jnneas Hiatory of the WaldenEes, 
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Eroiii tliU extract it is manifest tliat tUc lii'st Pi'o- 
'teatants in our country rocognised the Walilunsra 
as their elder brethren. It is true that those who 
adopted the Protestant lleformation as a state reli- 
^on under Henry VIII. and his children, shrunk 
with horror from the bold adoption of an unendowed 
church ; but still there was a large party in Briton 
who saw through the imperfection and impurity of 
the political reformation, and were well aware that 
the true reform of the church was to bo attained by 
following the counsels and the examples of those 
who quitted Babylon, before " the kings of the earth 
tiegan to hate the whore, and eat her flesh, and bum 
her with fire." Our countrymen, therefore, requited 
the benefit which they had received by the instruc- 
tions of the continental reformers, and sent back to 
Europe the spirit of opposition to the papacy. For 
in vain had the cruelties which wo liavc recorded 
been practised upou the Waldensian missionaries. 
Their principles lived, though their persons perished ; 
and it is probable that our insular utuation produced 
an effect which justified the choice made of Britain 
as a suitable field for the propagation of a purer 
&itfa. Bemoto from the chief seat of the antichris- 
tion corruption, and from the familiars of the In- 
quisition, whicli waa never received into onr isle, 
the lovers of a scriptural religion found a welcome 
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;nnl au asylum hero, wlule Rome knew not tlie forces 
and the attacks which were'proiJariDg to overthrow 
her vile domination. Thus we may account for tho 
ready reception which the prinoiplea of WickM'met ; 
and for the eaae with wliich Henry VIII. made ft 
quarrel with the Pope an instrument for gratifying 
his Itists. The aommunication that was opened be- 
tween the reformers of England, and those of the 
Continent who preceded Luther, Zuingle, and 
Calvin, shows that there was a feUowsliip of spirit, 
at all times and in all countries, among those who 
aighed over the corruptions of the church, and 
yielded an obedient ear to the first sound of the 
voice from heaven, " Come out of Babylon, ray 
people, that ye be not partakers of Uer plagues." 

Iq the continent of Europe, John Huss, return- 
ing from Oxford, carried the prmciplcs of Wickliff; 
and was soon joined, in the city of Prague, by 
Jerome, a learned man. Tlie recent discovery of 
printing was, by tUese reformers, applied to ita 
noblest use, in tho difihsion of tho sacred Scriptures, 
translated into the vernacular tongue. The fall of 
Constantinople, and the Greek empire, imder the 
power of the Turks, " turned to the furtherance of 
tho gospel," by dispersing the Greeks, who, bringing 
with them into other countries the manuscripts of 
the New Testament, and u knowledge of its Ian- 



103 

guagc, led to that love of nncicut literature wliicli 
distinguished tlie age of Dig Keformation, and greatly 
promoted tliat event, 



Sect, 2, — Of the ProUstanU. 

Wlien Popo Loo X. feigned at Kome, he sent his 

iDusEariea through Europe, m 1513, to sell indul- 

geooea, wliich drew forth Martin Luther, a. monk at 

Wittenburg in (lermany, to oppose tliis impiety. 

I Ulrich Zuingtc, at the same time, roused the Swiss 

oft' the Pope's authority at Zurich, in 

' Swisaerland. Luther found such a coadjutor in 

Melftuothon, and such a protector in the Elector, 

that bis defiance of the Pope proved as successful as 

A bold. John Calvin, a Frenchman, pursued a 

I ^mOar course at Oeneva, and by his Institutes of 

I tiie Christian Religion, as well as by liis Cominen- 

I tories and his epistolary correspondenoe, animated 

I not only France, but n groat part of Europe, in their 

I Wruggles to shake oB" the yoke of Rome. John 

■Enos was the apostle of the Reformation in Scot- 

Ilftnd. In England Henry ViU. furthered the same 

■object, though &om impure motives; for he renounced 

a authority of the Pope, who was afraid to dis- 

j an emperor by divorcing his rclittive from 

r despotic tdug. A great part of Germany and 

I atlop't^^ tl"-' religion of Luther, who leaned 
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rate Auguatinianisin, and adopted coii- 
, which is a modiAcation of transub- 
atantiation ; while the French reformers, with those 
of Swisserland, Holland, and Scotland, adopted the 
opinions of Calvin and Zuingle, who went all the 
lengths of Augustine on the doctrines of grace, and 
insisted that tho Lord's Supper waa simply an insti- 
tuted memorial of the Saviour's death. This latter 
subject unhappily divided those who were called by 
the common name of Protestants, in consoquonoe of 
the German princes of their party protesting against 
a hostile decree of the Diet held at Spires, in the 
year 1529. 

As almost all Christendoni had agreed that some 
reformation of the church was required, when the 
Protestants were carrying off whole nations from the 
Church of Rome, those princes who still adhered to 
it became so clamorous for a council, to consider of 
this subject, that the popes, after much intrigue and 
delay, were, at length, compelled to yield. Tho 
council was convoked in 1545, at Trent, In Italy, 
and, under tlte control of the Pope, proceeded first 
to debate concerning doctrine, which was settled on 
popish principles ; but the reformation of manners 
was so shamefully slurred over, that the assembly 
), at last, contemptible, even in the eyes of the 
This being the Ust of what are called 
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general ooLitieiU, fixed, after twenty-five years of 
debate, tho doctrine and discipline of the Latin 
chorcli !a they now stand. 

The Ohurah of Rome was so diminished by the 
Beformation, that, to repair the loss, a new order 
of emisaariea was instituted. Ignatius Loyala, a 
Spanish soldier, foundt'd tho Society of the Jesuits, 
who devoted themselvos to the service of the Pope. 
Francis Xavier, thtnr first misdionary to the Indies, 
gave them much celebrity by liia zeal, and by that 
kind of success which such a man may be expected 
to have. They were not strictly ecclesiastics, but 
inmib4red among them men of taleuta in every order 
of society. They acquired such diatinetion as made 
them formidable to tho kings of Europe, who, at 
length, compelled Clement XIV. Oanganelli, to 

I sbolbh the order. It still, however, existed in se- 
cret, and, after the French Revolution, was openly 
restored, but contributed to the downfal of Charles 
X. of Franco, who is thought to have been affiliated 
to tho order. By the arts of the Jesuits, the Church 
of Rome contrived to regain much of its lost ground. 
Tho fiiry of tho Papacy was dreadfully displayed 

■ in tho Netherlands, where the kings of Spain shoi.! 

I rivers of blood, in a vain attempt to crush the li- 

' berties of tho people and the Protestant f^th. In 
France, the persecution commenced by Charles IX. 
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on the ioiamous feast of Bartholomew, is said to liave 
destroyed thirty-nine princes, a hundred and forty- 
eight counts, two hundred and thirty-four barons, a 
hundred and forty-seven thousand gentlemen, and 
nearly a million of the couunon people. But, after 
Henry IV. had obtMned tbe tlu'one, by the saorifice 
of the Protestant religion, he secured to tho reform- 
era ample toleration, by the edict of Nants, This 
was, however, revoked by Loub XIV. who renewed 
the ancient perseeutions, and almost extinguished 
the French Protestant church. 

In our own country, the early death of Edward 
VT. blighted the hopes of the reformers ; for Le was 
succeeded by Mary, a bigoted papist, who lighted 
up tho Gres of Smithfield, in which Cranmer, arah- 
bishop of CantCTbury, and otho- prelates, as well as 
a host of more obscure persons, sealed the truth with 
thdr blood. Elizabeth rescued the Protestante itom 
this furnace of fire, liut tlio Stuarts inilieted tho 
most intolerable sufferings on tlieir native eountiyt 
Scotland, in order to compel it to submit to prelacy. 
In Ireland, the papists rose ^;ainst the Protestants, 
and mnssacred two hundred thousand, in the reign 
of Charles I. 

Persecutions were not, however, so injurious to 
tiie Reformation as heresies. In Oermany, those 
that wore called Anabaptists, who denied the right 
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of civil magiatratea to rule over Chriatiana, crcikted 
much trouble to the refonners, and brought great 
odium on the protcstant cause. The Sociniims, in 
Poland, aggravated the prejudices of those who Ad- 
hered to the Churcli of Rome ; while the denial of 
the Trinity, and of the divinity of Christ, was ex- 
tended, by the zeal of the two Sodnusos and of 
Servetus, to other parts of Europe. The ancient 
controversy on Pelag-iauism was revived in Holland, 
whore Armin, professor of divinity at Leyden, made 
it nocessDJ-y to call the Synod of Dort, in which 
divines from almost all the protestant churches 
condemned the sentiments of Armin, as a mere 
revival of Pelagianism, and recommended to the 
protestant world the creed of Calvin, or of Augus- 
tine. This Synod was, among Protestants, like the 
Coundl of Trent in the Catholic Church, the 
last appeal to collective wisdom and ecelesioatical 
authority. 

But while the Beformation was much checked by 
the rise and prevalence of various errors, it pleased 
Clod to revive his work, by what were called the 
Pietists, in Germany. Frank, professor of divinity 
at Halle, in Saxony, wrought wanders of benevo- 
l^ice, and made charity to the poor the means of 
restoring the spirit of religion, which had fearfully 
declined. But after this spring-time of religion. 
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^^Hkstead of a frtutt'ul summer, the church waa visited 
^^by the chiE and darknoBs of winter sgain. 

While the Eeformation rotrogradeJ in many parts 
of the world, in our own country, tiie purification of 
the church &om the errors of Kome wad so imperfect, 
that tliere always was a party who, from wisliiug to 
go farther, were called Puritans. Matty of these, 
(icraecutt^ by Henry VIU. and his daughter Eliza- 
beth, and afterwards by the first princes of the line 
of Stuart, Charles and James, emigrated to America, 
where they founded not only churches, but an em- 
pire, which at last became independent of the mother 
country. The most triumphant display of the power 
and glory of scriptural religion is given in those 
triuisatlantic churches. 

The eagerness of Charles I. for arbitrary power, 
cost him his life. By the army which had van- 
quished liim in the field, he was brought to the 
block, as Laud, archbishop of Canterbury, hia coun- 
sellor, had been before. The popish protestantism, 
which they had bboured to establish, was over- 
thrown, and the Presbyterians attempted to set up 
their discipline in its stead. But Cromwell, who 
had been made Protector of the British Common- 
wealth, was disposed to favour the Independents ; 
who, from a smalt minority in the Assembly of 
Divines, convened at Winchester, to armnge the ec- 
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cleMostical aSain of tlio realm, at length multiplied 
to a great esteot. On the restoration of Charlea II. 
in 1662, the Church of England wna restored, and 
an Act of Unifonnity was passed, to compel every 
clergyman to declare his unfeigned consent to every- 
thing in the Book of Common Prajcr. Two 
thousand Ministers, refusing to do this, were driven 
from their livings, on St. Bartholomew's day, 1662, 
Aa they attomjjted still to esercisc their ministry 
in separate assemblies, these Non-conformists were 
cruelly persecuted, till the Eevolution. 

After Charles had desolated the kingdom, by all 
manner of debauchery, he died in the communion of 
the Church of Rome, to which there is good reason 
to think he had secretly conformed before liis re- 
storation. His brother, James U. succeeded ; for 
though he had openly embraced I'opery, all the ef- 
forts of lealous I'roteatants to pass a bill of exclusion 
from the OTOwn had fmled. He soon, however, de- 
throned himself. Suoli was his ea^noss to estaUish 
aiWtrary government and the catholic religion, that 
he drove the naticm to invite, for their deliverance, 
Willhun in., who was then Stadtholder of Holland, 
and had married the daughter of James. The Re- 
volution, thus efieotod in 1688, terminated tlie long 
and bitter persecutions of the Dissenters, by their 
legal recognition, iiuder the Toleration Act, wiiioh 




passed in tho comroencement of William's reign. 

y then conaiated of tliree denominations, Presby- 

itins, IndcpCDdonts, and Baptists. During the 

lonwealth, a fourth body aroae, different from 

fither of the precoding forms of religion, calling them- 

ilves the Society of Friends, but Icnown in the world 

the name of Quakers. In the reign of George 

another body of secedera was formed, called 

lOdists; not differing, like their predecessors, 

from the whole constitution of the Establishment, 

but merely desirous of turning men from open sin, 

or tlie dead form of godliness, to esperimental and 

firital reli^on. These divided into two bodies. 

fffhe more numerous portion, which follows Mr. 

I'Wealey, is known by the name and the Anninian 

of that zealous man ; and the others, who fol- 

■ed Mr. Whltefield, are called Cnlviniatie Metod- 

These have proved active benefactors to our 

country, and have immensely increased the Dissenters 

of Great Britiun and Ireland. Under George HI. 

the American colonies asserted their independence 

of the mother country, and have exhibited what 

night be called a successful experiment of the sepa- 

the ohorch from the state, were it not that 

lb was a mere return to the ancient ordo- of things. 

.^bich had been tried for the first three liundred 

irs of the Ohristinn bbtory. In tho year 1789 a. 
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revolution eommenceii in Franco, and extended over 
B great part of Europe ; ending in tlio destruction 
of a dominant hicrarcliy in France and Holland, 
and, at one time, promising to destroy the power of 
the Pope in Home. 

Wbile the Sovereign Buler of afiaira was thua 
shaking all nations, he roused his people, in this 
country, to aend the gospel through the world. In 
the year 1796 was formed the Missionary Society, 
composed of Christiana of various denominations, 
which imparted a new spirit of missions tlirough the 
proteatant church. This Society commencod its 
operations in the islands of the South Sea, where 
I God has, at length, afforded them unparalleled suc- 
A Missionary Society has subsequently l^n 
formed among the friends of evangelical religion in 
ihe Establishment, and new energy has been im- 
parted to those which previously existed among the 
Methodists, Baptists, and Moravians. Kindred in* 
stitutions have been formed, in great numbers, 
L among which special notice is due to the Sritish 
land Foreign Bible Society, which has obtained, by 
I the co-operation of all classes of Christians, an an- 
nual incoroe of nearly a hundred thousand pounds, 
and has distributed seven nulliona of copies of the 
L Bcriptures, in various languages. This spirit of pro- 
MtJon has extended itself to other countries, which 




have formal Bible Societies niid sent out n 
but none are more distinguishef;! in this career than 
tlio churches in Ameriea, which sprung from the 
emigration of the persecuted Dissenters of England. 

Towards the close of the reign of George IV., the 
dissenters obtained the object for which they had 
long petitioned in vain, the repeal of two persecut- 
ing acts, of which the oue escluded them from cor- 
porations, and the other imposed on all the necessity 
of taking the sacrament of the Lord's Supper ac- 
cording to the forms of the Church of England, as 
a test of conformity, previously to admission to any 
office under government. A decided majority of 
the House of Commons, in an unexpected moment, 
induced the government to place the dissenters on 
a level with ail other subjects of the realm. Imme- 
diately afterwards, the Catholics, who had for many 
years been struggling, in Ireland, to be placed on a 
level with protestants, obtained this boon. 

Thus we have traced the liiatory of the chureli of 
God from the creation to the present day. Many 
have been the vicissitudes of that which is still a 
little flock, compared with what it should bo, and is 
destined to become. Called into existence by virtue 
of the promise of life given to our Srat parents, on 

leir fall from primeval innocence, the chiu'ch has 
lit all the truth of the declaration mode at the same 
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'«ra ; " I ivill put enmity between the serpent and the 
woman, and between its seed and Ler seed." The 
flret pious son of Adam was a martyr to the enmity 
of the first-born sinner. Few were tlic rigbtcoua 
saved in the ark from the flood of vengeance whicb 
drowned a, guilty world. When Abraham was called 
forth from the idolatry which began to desolate the 
«artb, his family, which was to form a church, sepa- 
nte from the world, became the object of oppression 
and persecution from earth, but of favour and pro- 
tection from heaven. Their own apostaey, how- 
aver, into idolatry and other sins, made them an 
eaay prey to the foe. But, from Chaldca, the cradle 
of idols, they were restored to theii' own land, and 
mmntainod there by a marked providence, which 
demanded the special study of Ghristians, till the 
long-promised Messiah came. " Him, not knowing 
Scriptures, nor the voices of the prophets, which 
read every Sabbath in thefr synagogues, the Jews 
jected aud slew." But Ood raised him that was 
jUvercd for our offences, to be " Head over all 
to the church, whicli is his body." Ho 
out the promised Spirit, and gathered at 
Jerusalem, the first church, conaiatinj^ of three 
thousand persons, in one day. This was the little 
iven deetined to leaven the whole eartli. From 
Tudea, the religion of Jcsua extended to .Saoiaria, 
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at lengtli, to the Gentile world. Cliriatkii 

turchea were planted in the principal cities of Asia, 

ica, and Europe, before the last of the apostles 

iied. In the nest century, Christiana boasted that, 

though they were but of yesterday, they filled all 

places, and that people who had never submitted to 

the Roman arms bowed before the cross. Ferse- 

jWition, which tried its utmost force to extinguish the 

ittan name, increased the church militant on 

earth, aa well as that which is triumphant in heaven. 

At length, the cross became triumphant over idols, 

and Constantino gave to the Roman empire the 

CiiristiaQ name. But the age of persecution was 

followed by that of corruption, and Borne papal 

triumphed where Home pagan had failed. Yet a 

'koly ^ed was preserved, like the seven thousand 

the midst of apostate Israel, had not bowed 

the knee to Baal. The idolatrous ceremonies, and 

corrupt doctrinea, and intolerable domination of the 

papacy, were thrown ofi' by a great part of Europe, 

at the Reformation. Subsequent revolutions among 

the nations have nearly annihilated the power of the 

ipe, who was once worshipped as a god. 

The rights of conacionce begin to be clearly per- 

ived, and duly appreciated, by many even in the 

of Rome. Among protestonts, the evil of 

lecting the church of Christ with the govern- 



114 

} menta of the cartli is almost universally acknow- 
ledged. The extraordinary effuaion of the Holy 
Spirit on the churches of the United States of 
AmericA) by which hundreds, thousands, tens of 
thousands, arc gathered into the fold of Chiist, is 
evidently designed to teach the Ohriatian world that, 
where the state withdraws tliia unhalJowed inter- 
ference, Gmi will show himself mighty to support his 
church, and extend the triumphs of rell^on through 
the world. 

The increased convicdon, which previuls among 
all denominations of Christians, that it is their most 
sacred duty to seek the universal prevalence of their 
religion, has already sent forth some hundreds of 

^. labourers into the wide field, where they have not 
been suffered " to labour in vain, or spend their 
strength for nought." The preaching of the gospel 
has greatly increased among the established clergy, 
Bnd the instruction of the rising race in Sabbatli- 
sdiools, as well as the distribution of tracts, and tlie 
visits that are paid from house to house, to convey 
Christian instruction, are recovering our population 
from the ignorance of heathens, and the torpor of 
death. A Home Missionary Society seems, indeed, 
a libel on a country which has borne the name of 
Christian for almost two thousand years, and has 
devoted to the church revenues larger than the clergy 





|f the whole GhmtiaQ world enjoys ; but, wliile tlie 
ssity is too obvious to be denied, it is manifestly 
y to " show piety at home," while we sre send- 
Z tho means of salvation to the ends of the earth. 
From the whole history of the church we learn 
mt religion ia in tliia world lilce a fragrant and 
', but tender plant, in an unfavourable climate 
and soil. We see that the powers of darkness will 
employ every means to destroy the church and people 
of God, but that rude violence is harmless compared 
with the flattering smiles of the world. For if any 
thing could extinguish the religion of Jesus, it is not 
persecution unto death, but the uuidious oficr of 
support from power and from wealth. Yet, even 
from theso most dangerous foes, we have seen God 
rescue his church, first preservmg it aa an exile in 
the desert, while the apostate harlot wliich assumed 
its name reigned as a queen in the city of seven hills, 
■ and, at last, giving deliverance from Babylon, when 
all the earth seemed drunk with her golden cup of 
fornication. 

We are now come to a crisis; for the whole 

civilized world is looking for some greater changes 

than mankind has ever seen. There is, indeed, 

much need of a second and more perfect reformation. 

_.^pte protestant church, not being fiuthful to its high 

Datioi), snatched at peace for itself, on the express 
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condition that those ixmntriea which had not yet 
been reformed aliould remain under the power of the 
pope. This abominable truce was punished by the 
relapse of Hungary and of other countries to the 
catholic faith ', for, in reU^on, if we seek not more, 
we shall lose what we have. Geneva, and tliu ad- 
joining countriea, have fallen into a pliilosophical 
faith, hut little removed from infidelity. The French 
protestants have largely shared in tliia defection. In 
Germany, tlie Lutheran church has been, to an al- 
arming degree, the prey of Neology, which explnina 
away all the miracles, and neutralises all the doctrines, 
of Chistiauity, so aa to render it little else than deism. 
The Church of England, from the period of the 
Eestoration, sunk into dreary night. Wlien Romiune 
and his coadjutors rose, they were lights in a dark 
place, three or four heralds of the cross amidst many 
thousands of parisR priests who preached another 
gospel. The Church of Scotland made a fearful ap- 
pj'oach to the same apostacy. In Ireland, popery 
has been advancing by rapid strides, till the pro- 
testants fonn but a fraction of the population. The 
dissentci's, in each of the three kingdoms, have kept 
the lamp of evangelical truth burning, but they also 
have been lamentably deteriorated by tbe entrance 
of ArminJanism, which has led to the alarming spread 
of Arianism first, and then of Sociuianlsm. The rise 
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ft'bf the Methodists haa improved all the preceding 

munions, botli established and dissenting. The 

reek Churcli, of which we have lost sight, since its 

'e separation £1*001 the Church of Rome, haa risen 

into importance along with the Russiad empire, hav- 

ing been much improved hy the efforts of Peter the 

Qreat for the promotion of knowledge and civiliza- 

|,iioii. But here also darkness and superstition still 

a empire so powerful that some great refor- 

kfttion IS needed to reatoro the light, and purity, 

I power, of the religion of Christ. What hope 

e may eatertmn of a oonsummatioa so devoutly to 

wished we inay consider. 



THE TBOSPECTS OF THE CHURCH. 



" Known unto God are all lib works, from the 
indalion of the world. But such knowledge is 

wonderful for ua," and when, with idle curiosity, 
we attempt to pry into futurity, he repeb ua with 
the just rebuke, " It is not for you to know tlie 

mes or the seasons which the Father haa put in 

1 own power." If, however, wo seek to bo 
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I guided mid cheurt.'U in tlie path of duty, 
leani how to give to God the glory due to his n 
he unfolds before ua the roll of prophecy, wliieh 
contaios all that we need to know. The book of 
BevelatioQ was given to inform the primitive church 
of "things that must shortly come to pass," that 
thus the whole volume of Scripture might contain 
the fortunes of the world, from the creation to the 
great day of doom, "Blessed is he that rcadeth 
and they that hear the words of this book." For, 
aa " the Lord God will do nothiog, but he will re- 
veal it to his servants the prophets," when great 
oming upon the church and the world, 
we expose oursclvoa to severe reproofs, and serious 
injuries, if we are not prepared to meet them, by 
I having " understanding of the times to know what 
I Israel ought to do." Our Saviour is evidently, at 
' this time, repeating his ancient question, " Can ye 
not discern the signs of the times?" 

Let us look, then, first into the volume of provi- 
dence, and see what changes God is actually pro- 
duchig ; and then into the roll of prophecy, to see 
what he farther designs to do. The present and 
e future will throw light on each other. 
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I. — CBANOEB OF FAVOURASLS OMES NOW 
TAKINQ FIACS. 

The book of providence presents many important 
changes, at this eventful moment. 

When I apeak of providence, I do not mean to 
exclude Trhat b called the kingdom of grace, or the 
empire of religion ; for providence, taken in ita fall 
import, signifies the whole government of God, 
especially as It superintends the movements of in- 
telligent creatures ; and eminently regards the 
church, which is the object of a special providence. 
Here, then, we arc to behold God breaking np old 
systems hostile to Christianity — giving increased 
activity to principles favourable to religion — sepa- 
rating the church from the world — removing nume- 
rous evils ofTenMVc to Gtod and injurious to man — 
calling forth the spirit of prayer — granting a more 
abundant efiu^on of his grace. 

Sect. 1. — Th6 hreahutff up of old »ygUmt hortQe 
to religion u one eliaraUerittie of ilia times. 

In Nebuchadnezzar's vision of empire, we saw 
the kingdom of Christ, as a little stone, cut out of a 
mountmi without hands, smiting the toes of the 
image of earthly rule, and breaking them to pieces, 
taught tlie church that, in the days when Chcis^^ 
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kingJoin aliouU be approacbiiig to its universal tri- 
umphs, it ahould be the means of breaking up every 
thing that should stand in its way to prevent ita 
filling the whole earth. The iron legs, which re- 
presented the Bomon empire, were divided into ten 
toes, when tlie barbarous nations, at the decline and 
fall of that empire, established so many separate 
Idngdoms in Europe. 

This divison was eminently conducive to the heat 
interests of mankind. For though one universal, 
absolute monarchy would have many advantages, if 
we could always ensure to that empire a perfectly 
e and benevolent prince ; yet as power a so sure 
to corrupt and infatuate fallen man, it is far better 
for the world that governments should be divided, 
so as to make one ruler a check upon another, and 
to render them all dependent on the afiSctions and 
support of the people. 

The history of Europe presents many instances in 
which the division of kingdoms has promoted the 
liberty of the subject, and rescued the church from 
a tyrant's grasp. The extreme subdivision of the 
German empire, enabled the electors and other 
princes to thwart the attempt of the Emperor 
Ch&rles Y. to crush the reformation. 

To prepare for the final triumphs of the kingdom 
of Christ, a new empire was formed in America. 
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^^^Bfoi*) wlicn tlic houses of Tuilor aud of Stuart perae- 
^^^ owted the English Puritans, they fled, with their 
knowledge, and their religion, and their industry, to 
the wildei'ncaa of North America, where, at first, they 
seemed merely to Bggrandiz« the kingdom of Britain ; 
but the division, not the consolidation, of empire, 
was the final result. The little stone broke, without 
hands, the great Spanish monarchy, when the statea 
of Holland, adopting the protestant religion, not 
only offended the bigotry, but defied the power cf 
Philip II. whose successor was compelled to termi- 
nate a war of forty years, by leaving his revolted 
subjects to their independence and the reformed 
faith. The revolution in Great Britain, in IfiSS, 
broke up the arbitrary power which the Stuarts haii, 
for a century, been labouring to establish, and divided 
the dominiofl of our country into three estates of 
king, lords, and commons. Thus the kingdom of 
Christ operated in a way which even the sceptical 
Hume could not but perceive; for he owns that the 
religious principles of the dissenters, especially the 
Independents, kept alive the spark of liberty, which 
had otherwise been extinct. The same principles, 
struggling against arbitrary taxation, in our Ameri- 
can colonics, led to their separate existence as an 
independent empire. Then, the iron and olay, which 
never can mix, were separated : for the union of the 
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ohurcli and tlie state waa dissolved ; nnd never did 
a new government so easily consolidate, or so rapidly 
rise to gigantic strength, aa the republic of the United 
States. For here every man is equally a citizen, and 
nil being left to support tlieir own religion, without 
being burdened to maintain a dominant hierarchy, 
Christianity is now displaying its pristine might. 

Lafayette, and other French officers, retiirning 
from America, brought with them her principles, 
which, at length, produced the French revolution, 
that shook Europe to its centre. Infidels, seizing; 
the reins of government, and venting their enmity 
io revealed religion, rendered the revolution odious 
by their crimes. A military despot, therefore, threat- 
ened to turn all to the aggrandisement of himself 
and his family ; but, allaying himself to the dcspotio 
power of Austria, wliich is destined to 'destntetioo, 
he fell, and things seemed to revert to their old 
order, at the restoration of the Bourbons. These, 
returning with their old notions of arbitrary power, 
and selling themselves to the Jesuits, were soon ex- 
pelled, and the Church of Borne was again separated 
from the state. For one of the first acts of the pre- 
sent government waa to revoke that article of the 
charter which made the catholic the religion of the 
state. 

Of the Bojgic revolution we say nothing, na it not 
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ja[Hdoiuly, bat ia not yet brought 

> any certMs close. The revolution iu Poland 
8 both to break off on important portion from 

e Russian empire, nhich ia hostile to religion and 
rfom, and to give a salutary warning to despots, 
J vain to attempt to crush tho rights and 
rBberties of mankind. 

The new repubUcs in South America have fur- 
nished similar lessons, and have weakened the arm 
of Spiun, which has always been stretelied out to 
crush freedom and religion. Indeed, the whole 
ConUnent of America exhibits a state of preparation 
for tlie kingdom of Christ ; for where civil liberty 
k eatablished, freedom of conscience must be granted, 
and religion requires nothing but an open stage and 
no favour. 

In our own country, the breaking up of old mono- 
poliei IB inevitable A free press, exposing their 
absurdity, and injustice, and peruioious tendency, 
ensures their destruction ; for the public voice, loudly 
and unequivocally uttered, must be obeyed. A few 
great families can no longer hold tho House of 
Commons in boodage, or render the forms of a 
re[H:esentative government a nugatory farce ; but 
tite unconstitutional, and therefore illegal, interfer- 
mce of the peers with the rights of the people being 
destroyed, the good of the whole, insl««d of the 
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emolument of the feW) will be tlieeud of government. 

Old systems of ignorance and bondage cannot 
Bubaist, side by side, with the new, and just, and 
liberal Institutions of mankind. Light and liberty 
act like the returning sun in spring, to melt the 
masaes of snow, und break up the fetters of ice, by 
■which the earth had been buried«and the rivers 
bound. The tide of knowledge and of benevolence 
must now flow freely, to bless the world. 

But this leada to notice. 

Sect. 2— 27ie increaied activity of priitciples 
favourable to rel^ion. 

Of these I might enumerate many, but 1 confine 
myself to a few principal ones. 



1. Sound EhowUdffe. 

For the art of printing we never can be sufficiently 
thankful to God. At what period that discovery 
was made it is not easy to ascertain, The Chinese 
are said to have had the printing-press, in Asia, a 
thousand years before it was known in Europe. But 
it was not merely our want of intercourse with that 
country which prevented our reception of the in- 
estimable blessing; for there arc evidences of the 
. germ of the discovery in Europe, some hundreds of 
I years before any use was made of it ; so that we 
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ascribe to the providence of (ioA the iutroduc- 
of the art, at that period when the reformation 
'.e it moat needful to difiiise IinowledgG, and most 
iticable to open a fair field for its use. There 
before me a Bible written previously to tho tu- 
ition of printing, and though it is a apocimon of 
it beautiful penmanship, many persons would find 
difficult to read. It probabl}! cost a sum equal to 
hundred pounds of om- money, and occupied 
>maD during a large portion of hia life. We can 
ore legible Bible, for a few ahillings, 
ich a skilful mechanic can earn in a day. If all 
taxes on knowledge were removed, we might liave a 
good Bible for two shillings. 

For another branch of knowledge haa rendered the 

of printing still more effective, that is the applica- 

of steam to machinery. This has so diminished 

the labour and expedited tlie operation of the press, 

tliat we can now produce millions, where we forraeriy 

eould not have furnished thousands, of books. We 

httve thus the means of putting a Bible into the hands 

of every inhabitant of the globe. Tho number of 

Tolumes printed, and the knowledge dill'used, is 

■hapa as great as if every man were employed in 

Lting from morning to night. 

'Education has followed in the train of improve- 

it, to furnish readers as fast as printing tiuppliea 
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books. The sTstems of Lunouter and Bell are a 
sort of education by maehineiy, which has rondercd 
that first of blessings gooeral, by making it cheap. 
InJant-achoob seem destined to perfect the blesaiDg, 
by snatching children fron ignorance, and citoT) and 
imbecility ; bringing them early into an intellectual 
reigOD, and laying the foundation for instruction of a 
liigber order. Sunday-schoob have rescued the 
children of the poor from the most ruinous of sins. 
Sabbath-breaking, and have turned to good account 
the only day in which they are at leiaure, 

Mechaiucs' Institutes are a species of college for 
the adults of the working classes. This was a great 
desideratum ; for it is the very thing to take men 
from public-houses, and give their minds an intel- 
lectual turn. The libraries attached to these insti- 
tutes open a new world to the labouring man, and 
the lectures delivered there enable him to make good 
of the books. Those who have not hod oppor- 
tunities of observing the operation of these novel in- 
adtutions, would be more than astonished to see the 
high order of books which their libraries contain, and 
to discover the use that is made of thom, by men whoso 
station in life would have been thought to oppose an 
insurmountable barrier to such attalnmenta. 

But the application of steam to machinery in ge- 
meiti, has bo diminished the demand for mere animal 
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I hbour that it has become necras»ry for man to render 
B. himself a more intellectual being. As the period 

I i^tproftches when tlie curse shall lie taken off from 

[ the etkrth, man must learn to employ himself in those 
things which are peculiar to him as rational, 1q which 
no machinery can rival and auporaedo him. The 
difinuon of knowledge and improvement through all 
parta of the globe has been rendered so easy by the 
nso of steam in conveyances, both by land and water, 
that distance will be annihilated, and ignorance and 
barbarism must be soon banished from the earth. 
Chemistry has bat begun to exhibit her magic powers, 
and though the gases have produced immense cfTects, 
they doubtless arc destined to do what would in 
former ages have been deemed impossible. 

Before these improvements, darkness and despot- 
ism mnst flee. That knowledge is power, is no longer 
a mere beautiful theory, to adorn the works of Bacon, 
but is the practical conviction of mankind ; and the 
Tery love of power which formerly made men resort 
to brute violence now makes them seek iotellectual 
eminence. Nothing can be more favourable to the 

. kingdom of Christ, which is the empire of light. 

. Beneeotent eeal m another active principle 
A M prepariiy the way for the unicwiaZ triumph 
r^rdiffion. 

Piety, whli'h formevly drovt- men into tlie desett. 
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I of the hermit, and the doiater of the monk, now 
I draws them out to the busy hausts of men. The 
saint no longer supposes that he has triumphed, 
when he has fled, and preserved hia own religion 
from contagion, but conceives that he is scarcely 
saved himself, unless lie has saved others. If this 
has been attended with some diminution of the solid 
substance of religion, which has become like the 
precious metal submitted to the gold-boater's ham- 
, thinner in proportion as it has spread wider ; 
I let us seek an increased depth of devotion, and the 
I increase of piety will never be the cause of a decrease 
I lOf zeal. As religion acquires greater purity, it must 
Ifuve more force; as it becomes more vigorous, it 
Trill be more active ; and in proportion to its activity 
will be its usefulness. If the bare existence of reU- 
gion in the aoul does but suffice for our own salva- 
tion ; the eminence of grace, not only acoompUshea 
Bie firat object more triumphantly, but leads to 
be salvation of many. " Take heed to thyself 
and to thy doctrine," said Paul to a young minister, 
" continue in them, for in doing thb thou shalt save 
thyself and them that hoar thee," Benevolent leal, 
incossant activity, aud public spirit, ore the oharae- 
teristies of the religion of our day ; for we have 
L arrived at the period when every thing is in motion, 
tod the "saints must take tlie kingdom." 
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By the efforts now making to impart the inesti- 
mable blessing of a, religious education to the rising 
take time by the forelock. By tliia means 
we prepare hearers for the gospel — hearers who con 
understand the laaguage of religion, and the refer- 
ences made to the Scriptures — hearers who have 
uquired the habit of spending the Lord's day in 
religious engagements, and who have learned to 
consider as friends those who seek the salvation of 
our souls. When these institutions are rendered more 
exclusively religious, tliey will be of immense service 
to the church of God. The zeal which they require, 
tiiough great, b furnished ; because the working 
agents are those who are wanned with the fires of 
youth. 

Ujssions have now rekindled the seal which cha- 
noterised the primitive church. Had this never 
been extinguished, by the passion for domination 
brethren, and the love of idle ceremonies, the 
church of Christ would, long ere this time, have 
covered the whole earth. The Christian church 
oommcnced as a grand missionary society, under tho 
impulse of the high decree, "Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature." 
How came the gospel to our island, but by the ope- 
ration of the missionary spirit ? The tidings of the 
wdstence of Britain, and the deplorable condition of 
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the heathen inhabitants, reached the ears of 
tians, and operated upon them, like the 
■BAD ot Macedonift, saying to Paol, " Como over and 
belp us." The result has been felt, not only in 
Britain, but to the ends of the earth. And why may 
we not conclude that there are countries yet to bo 
Bvangelized, which will act aa powerfully and benefi- 
aally on other nations, as we have acted on tliose 
whom we have evangelined ? Some of the islands of 
the South Seas have already communicated the gospel 
to othera, and all who shall, in future, be converted to 
fte faith of Christ will receive their new religion 
with the missionary spirit. Tor the primitive 
idea is now beginning to prevail, that the possession of 
religion implies the obligation to impart that bless- 
ing to othera. The triumpli of this principle is the 
wotory of religion. This has been so abundantly 
demonstrated by the success of missions, that it ia 
impossible for Christians to sit down at their ease 
again, till the whole earth sliall be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord, For. we have found that, when-* 
ever we set about this work in the fear of God, and 
m good earnest, nothing can stand before the gospel 
of Christ; " it is the power of God to. salvation, to 
the Jew first and also to the Oentlc." The hundreds, 
perhaps we might say tltousands, of labourers among 
tiie heathen, where tifty yean ago there waA not one, 
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'st the benevolent Wtal of Christians, but are a 

specimen of what we may yot espect. 
Bible Societies are a further proof of the same 
spirit tliat has risen in the ohurcb. The parent 
LCty, in London, has been the means of distribat- 
aeven millions of copies of tliat volume which 
designed to make men wise to salvation. By- 
leading to the estublishment of other societies, in 
'uutnerotis nations, the original institution has mul- 
tiplied itself and diffused its own spirit. The Ame- 
rican Bible Society has displayed the happy peculi' 
arity of that country, where every thing is on a 
gigantic scale, and where society is a giant, even in 
its cradle. Instead of contenting itself with the de- 
lusive maxim of doing what we can, the Transat- 
.bntic Society has determined to do what it ought ; 
,«Bd iins, therefore, decreed tliat, in two years, every 
&ntily in the United States shall be furnished with 
a Bible. 

The encouragement given by these institutions to 
itt new tranaiatioits of the Scriptures into the lan- 
guages of the heathen, has been an immense 
augmentation to their value and usefnlness, and has 
rendered them powerful auxiliaries to missions, 
living teacher may be osat into pmoa, " but 
word of the Lord is not bound ;" the misaionary 
ly fall un<l«r exhausting labours, in a pestiferous 
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climate, " for Eill flesh is groiss, but the word of oiir 
God endureth for ever." 

A new means of uaefulness la adopted by what 
is called the Christian Instruetion Society. Visits 
are made from house to house, to converse with the 
inhabitants, and leave with them tracts, which are 
exchanged for othera, on the next weekly visit. 
This, again, renders the efforts of that most useful 
institution, the Beligioua Tract Society, far more 
efficient than they could otherwise have been. The 
Home Missionary Society odds to all these labours 
that which is the most important, because it is the 
divinely instituted means of conversion, the preach- 
ing of the gospel in the villages and neglected towns 
of our country. But what end would there be of 
enumerating al! the means which are now put in 
operation, to turn this faUen world to God f 

Temperance societies have been, in America, 
valuable auxiliaries to the kingdom of Christ, and 
therefore we hail, with exultation, their formation 
in this country. It has long been weU known thak 
there can be nothing more hostile to religion than 
the habit of intoxication ; but Christians have never, 
till now, made any vigorous efibrt to destroy the 
gigantic evil. By voluntary associations to produce 
total abstinence from ardent spirits, the happiest 
triumphs have already been wihieved, and God hw 



muu&sted his spprobalioii, by making these societies 

the forerunners of the most distingniahed revivals of 
I feligioD. The British and Foreign Temperance 
f JSocietj, which has juat been funned, promises to be 

m instrument in the hands of Qod for the most 

extensive, mighty, and happy, revolution among 

mankind. 



3. Tha tpirit of co-operation marht the presmt 
tunet. 

Isolated individuals formerly tried nhat they could 
do alone ; but now Christians ask how they can assist 
each other, and what they can do together. We 
have no authentic records of the operations by which 
the primitive Christiana achieved the earliest tri- 
luspha, but we have httle reason to suppose that 
they had any thing equivalent to our modern mis- 
iionary societies. Perliapa they had no occasion for 
them, being in possession of better means of attain- 
ing the same end. It is certain, on the one hand, 
that they enjoyed more rapid and more easy triumphs, 
and on the other, that the Scripture says no more 
concerning their facilities than that they " went forth, 
nothing of the 0-entiles, because the Chris- 

a brethren, in every place, helped them forward 
dly sort." The loss of the primitive fel- 
F the saints, and of the voluntary affection- 



I ate oommunit>' of goods, has rendered it necessary 

■ for us to form societies, wkicli are comparatively 

I more mercenary, though we are willing to call them 

I SberaL But the formation of aaaociations for doing 

K good, in all various ways, b a characteristic feature 

mpt modern times, and gives to ChrislianB an immeuse 

P advantage. Individuals who could singily do little, 

lothing, can do any thing, or every thing, by 

means of their union. This co-operation in funds, 

in counsels, and in labours, presents to the churoh 

as almost omnipotent means of revolutionising the 

Torld. From tliis source, what may we not expect 7 



Sect. 3. The separation of Ike church from the 
^Vorld. 

The ohilling froat amalgamates stones, sticks, and 
mud, with water, into one heterogeneous mass, and 
the darkness of the night may liide the confusion 
from the disoerjjing eye. But winter arrests the 
march of human affairs, by holding all naturo iu 
Whenever the light of the sun exposes these 
lisQordant mixtures, and its heat dissolves the frosea 
Ijhain, things that are difierent separate, and each 
Btakes its proper place. When Constantine, the first 
iristian emperor, thought to shew his love for 
Christianity by taking it into an unhallowed union 
K-ith the state, history had not taught mftn how fatal 
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the nature atid tendency of this conne^on. Both 

iperors and ministers sinned through ignorance of 

fuH import of Clirist's warning, " My kingdom 

of this world." The cliurch, therefore, was 

lixed up with the state, and the one iras made to 

resemble the other, not by improving the state, in 

conformity with the church, but by deteriorating 

the church, in compliineut to the state. Christianity, 

the moat spiritual thing on earth, was moulded after 

lie fashion of a carnal, heathen empire ; worldly 

were allured into the ministry, where they were 

iported, not by the afFections, but in defiance of 

of the j>eople ; and when men had 

converted the church into the world, they boasted 

that they had converted the world to the ehurch. 

ITiis has, ever since, been the grand hindrance to 

tite progress of true religion. The rulers of the 

affitirs, I had almost said, " the darkness, of thia 

■Id," have assumed the right to rule the souls, as 

ill as the bodies, of men ; and as they that have 

ihes and power have rarely entered tlio kindom of 

iven, the church, as it was then called, has been 

laged by the worst huwds that could have seized 

control of religion. 

But this error is now detected, and is beginning 

[tabe eipospd to universal censure and abhorrence. 

'Th# United States of America set the first eximi^te 
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of dissolving the unnatural union, and abjuring the 
unholy league. On the establiahment of her go- 
vernment, as an independent power, she determined 
that there should bo, in the union, do state-religion. 
This was probably less the result of clear insight 
into the true principle which should universally pre- 
Tiul, than of a wise adaptation to the circumstances 
of a country where aecta abounded, and where they 
nearly balanced each other. The separation between 
the church and state was, therefore, not 30 perfect, 
at first, as it has since become, and a£ it is libely 
finally to be. What has been the consequence of 
tijis grand experiment ? Those who are not yet 
disabused of the old error, have predicted terrible 
consequences to religion, as if the church must lall 
when it ceases to lean upon the state. But wbal, 
again we ask, has been tho event 7 In no part of 
the earth does religion enjoy such triumphs. God 
has, by pouring out his Spirit there, in a. most re- 
markable manner, shown that, when the powers of 
this world aiutain from tlieir officious and presump- 
tuous attempts to help the Almighty, he will show 
himself " able to save to the uttermost." He b now 
lying to all who have ears to hear, " I will unfold 
you the meaning of my word, ' not by might nor 
power, but by my Spirit, aaith the Lord.' Since 
force, and authority, and wealth, are with- 
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iflrftwii, I will prove to you thnt my grace can do 
what they cannot." 

This esampio is evidently destined to work wonders 
in the earth. It is now proved to demonstration, that 
it is not necessary for civil governments to profane 
religion, by converting it into an engine of state, in 
order to keep the people in obedience ; for never 
■r£d. a new government so readily consolidate itself; 
id, while all other governments have been either 
overturned, or shaken to the centre, so as to tremble 
for their existence, this one, which had dissevered the 
church from the state, has not only remained safe 
and quiet, but has risen to a degree of strength and 
influence wliich has astonished the world. While 
this lesson cannot be lost upon politicians, tl>e Cliris- 
who is awake to the instructions which God is 
rding by his providence, must see the high su- 
periority which the church there enjoys, in conse- 
quence of being freed from the trammels of the state. 
Even episcopalians, whose system leads them to cling 
to a state alliance, have been converted by events, 
and a bishop in America has sliown himself the most 
ighted to discern all approaches towards poli- 
il interference with religion, and the most deter- 
lod in his resistance of the incipient evil. He has 
B clergy of the danger, and has offended 
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liatttring entcrtainm^it, by exposing tlie evib wliioli 
tlie episcopal cliuroh liert; t'lidurcs, in cnmpnrison 
witli thp imfetUrpil liberty ivliioli it odjriys in i.lie 
United Stutes. 

The example of Ainerim lias been followcii par- 
tially, liotli in France, and in tlie kingdom of the 
Netherlands ; nnd most coinpletelj- by those ivlio 
liBTc unjnyed tlie best opportunity, in ihe newly 
converted iskncia of the Pacific ocean. It wiU finally 
lie imitated by all nations. The ministers of religion 
will then no longer be made mere tools of stitt«. 
Itnd men will coase to he allured into the ministry-. 
by the prospect of ease, or honour, or power, or 
wealth. Good ministers will not be exposed to the 
tyranny of the evil, bnt will receive that encourage- 
ment and support to which tliey are entitled, but 
which they have hitherto been denied. For Chriati- 
atis will then be better able to support true roli^on, 
when they are not compelled to pamper the false, 

' When the governments of the earth cease to interfere 
with the church, or dictnte to conscience, the gi-and 

r obstruction to tlio propagation of the gospel will be 
removed. Tins separation of the church from the 
state will be peculiarly fatal to popery, which rose 
by laying hold of the civil arm, and which must fall 
when loft to herself. 
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^^^^^ The laws ul' muu liave liitherto becu druiuirully 
opposed to tii(! law of GoJ. But when Jeliovali 
sifttled tlie people of Israel, as liis uhurctj, iii I'lilea- 
^^^ ^e, he taught ua Low deeply the religion of a, people 
^^BAf interested iu its civil condition, hy giving them u 
^^^Hfew national code. Who would not have expected 
that all who profess to form Christian nations would 
have consulted the divine law, when framing their 
own statutes ? Instead, however, of any aecordanoe, 
the laws of all that have been called CiirisCiou na- 
tions, have been diametrically opposed to the (p^at 
principles inculcated by the Divine Legislator. 
■' Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself," aaith 
the voice of God ; but the laws of men have exlii- 

•Itited a guilty and ruinous u.-l&ihuess, 
Our own laws have been written in blood. It 
nokes one shudder to tlilnk that there are hundreds 
of crimes punished with death, some of thwii so 
trivial, compared with the dreadful penalty, that 
they aeeni intended t« bring human life into complete 
contempt. The folly and the guilt of such a code 
are begiiming, not oidy to be aeeu, but felt, and some 
stejiB have been taken totvarda humanizing our bar- 
iiikrous laws. Murder will, at last, be the only crimp 
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punished with death, in obedience to Him who said, 
"Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed," 

The oppressive and sanguinary nature of our game 
lawB, which have long filled our prisons, and occasi- 
oned, it has been said, two-thirds of all the crimes 
of the poor, has, at length, roused the notice of the 
government, and induced one of tlio Icing's miniatera 
t» open the way for the deliverance of our country 
from a stain so odious. In hke manner, the multi- 
plication of official oaths has hitherto given more 
oocauon than even vulgar profaneness to apfJy to 
Britain the inspired censure, " Because of swearing, 
the land mourncth," But of ninety-four custom- 
house oaths, it has been ascertiuned, by a cabinet 
minister, that ninety-two are utterly useless. The 
name of Qod will not lutig be thiis abused, by vain 
appeals ; for the solemn afHrmation which Quakers 
have, much to their honour, shown to be quite as 
effectual^ begins to be viewed, by out government, 
as a fit substitute for this fearfully profane appeal 
to God. 

The law of primogeniture is anotlier instance of 
diametrical opiwsition between the British and the 
Divine code. With us, the eldest son is the heir at 
law of the whole landed estate, and the most ex- 
tensive estates ore entailed in that line. But the 
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I kw of God gave to an eldest son no more than 

I double portion ; so that if a father jiossessed 

I hundred pounds, and had six children, tlie eldest 

f -would receive two hundred pounds, and each of the 

other children one. This divine regulation, though 

it gave the family the advantage of having a superior 

protector and benefactor, in the eldest brother, 

i-'diffuscd a, comparative equality and substantial com- 

li jort among the whole ; while oui laws make the 

eldest son a prince] and the other children paupers, 

are to be qu te ed upon the public. Other 

nations have opened tl u eyes to the folly, iniquity, 

Btid pernio ous on equences of this law ; and our 

a must, e e Ion m tate them iu aboliohing this 

^ vestige of a ha ba ou feudal age. 

The selfish oppression of the poor, which in a 

■iraying sin. in the s^ht of God, who has severely 

denounced it in his word, is begbining to become 

odious to man. The attempt to palliate the evil, by 

forced rates for the relief of the poor, is now dis- 

—oovored to be a fiiiluro. Their pressure is found to 

intolerable to the other classes of society, while 

i the poor can never be efteetually relieved but by 

^tiieir own industry, encouraged and protected by a. 

kpaternal government. The insurrection of tlie la- 

■ bourers, and the burning of property, have taught 

» vs, dtftt w« must, by instruction, and by equitable 
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liiws, givn luoriil advautagia to the poor, or \\c 
never «in rescue them, ov ouraolves, Iroiii the evils 
uf thuir jiliysical degradation. We must, soouer qf 
later, leitrn that godliness has the promise of the life 
that Duw is ; that righteousness exiilteth a nation ; 
and that the only eS'eotual relief which can be af- 
forded to those who are honourahly poor, is not 
compulsory tasation, but the Christian charity which 
must ever live and flourish in the church of God. 
Already societies, or coram unities, are forming to 
rescue the poor from the oppression of man, and to 
place them on a ground that is approved by God. 
Few things will contribute so powerfully to set up 
the kingdom of heaven upon earth as tLe just treat- 
ment of the industrious poor. 

Slavery is another evil which God is removing 
from the face of the globe. Tliis scourge of our 
race, which makes tlie master no less a villain than 
his sertj once prevailed over the whole world ; for 
other ages were not so mad as to make a black skin 
a crime, but indiscriminately enslaved men of auy 
nation or colour. Christianity has banished it from 
Europe, and Mahomet has taught liia followers to 
liberate ail those who embraced Islamism; but soon 
the crime will not be tolerated by any nation under 
heaven. In this sense, too, Christ will set the sons 
of bondage free, and anti-!ilavory societies will sit 



^^^^owii in triumpli, haWng done the glorious work. 

But war is that great abomination wliich yet de- 
grades man, and dolugea tlie earth with blood. Clirist 
will never display the full glories of his reign, till 
men have beaten " their swords into plough-shares, 
and their spears into prunning-liooka, resolving to 
learn war no more." Peace Societies are bt'ginnuig 
to teach other Christians that abhorrence of war 
which the Society of Friends has so long and ho 
nobly displayed ; and this last scourga of our earth 
will 1)0 banished, by him who will not in vain lieaj' 
the lofty title of " Prince of Peace." 

The delightful intimations which we behold of 
tlic abolition of the forementioned evils, with many 
others, authorise us to conclude, that he is coming 
who will reign gloriously. 



Sect. 5.^ — -An inereated spirit of Praier. 
^ The putting fortli of the omnipotence of prayw is 
^ther indication of the approaching triumphs of 
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^^^VTlic employment of aU the various means irliich 
^^^ildVe been mentioned, with any other that may be 
devised, is only rigging the vessel and weighing the 
anchor, and hoisting the sails, which will be of no 
n.so, till that Spirit, who, like the wind, brcathefh 
where It llstoth, blow and crown all our ( (Torts witU 
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1 blessing. But if the mariner has no meaiu of 
■TBising the wind, here lies the superior advantage of 
the church of God, that it can, by pmyer, move him 
that moves all tilings. We have only to ask and 
receive, for " every one that asketh reoeiveth, and 
he that seeketh fiattetl* and to hhn that knockcth it 
shall be opened." 

When the church shall be in full possession of a,ll 
the means and facilities nhich are opening to us, she 
will put forth all the might of prayer, under the 
conviction, " that all things whatsoever ye ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive," The hundred 
and twenty that continued instant in prayer, at 
Jerusalem, brought down the Spirit, on the day of 
Pentecost, when three thousand were gathered into 
the church in one day. When the full efficacy of 
prayer shall be tried again, the wonders of piimi- 
tive times shall be renewed. 

But I do not confine this spirit of prayer to the 
mere act of direct address to God. When we do 
every thing in the spirit of devotional dependence 
and expectation, as if we were ever on our knees, 
we shall exhibit the full import of the charge, " Pray 
without ceasing." Especially ranst ministers preach 
as they would pray, being so absorbed in the Divine 
presence as to be unaffected by the face of man, and 
uttering every word, as the mere organs of Deity, to 



those who must soon appear befora liim to give an 
accouut of what they have heard. 

Where is the man whose heart does not throb 
with the hope that aome portion of tliis spirit ia rising 
among ua ? A, deeper impression of the necessity 
of extraordinary tlevotion is beginning to take pos- 
fles»on both of ministers and private Christians, A 
loftier and more apostolic spirit now stirs in the 
breasts of preachers, and lon^g looks, indicative 
of believing expectations, are cast around upon the 
church and the world. Surely this is an answer to 
the prayer, " Show mo a token for good." 

kSECT. 6 — The egkuim of the Holy Spirit. 
A more abundant effusion of the influences of the 
Holy Spirit affords a most decisive intimation that 
Christ is coming to set up his kingdom in great glory. 
The operations of the Holy Spirit have, of late, 
attracted more attention than has been paid to them 
in preceding times. The doctrine is, indeed, essential 
to the very essence and existence of the church ; for 
there can no more be a body of real Christians, 
without faith in the influence of the Holy Ghost, to 
produce religion, than without reliance on Christ, 
as the foundation of our hopes. But dull, and faint, 
and insufficient is this belief in many. In our 
country, a profession of reliance on the Spirit's 
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influence has been mocked at, as the peculiarity^ of 
Quakers. The public tone b now changed. The 
Uieory is acknowledged as an integral part of Chris- 
tian doctrine, where the experience is not enjoyed. 
The nature and ueaessity of the Spirit's influences, 
snd tbe glory of his person, are more abundantly 
unfolded, in the pulpit and in the press, than was 
common half a century ago. This is bringing us 
back to happier times. For how immensely im- 
portant must the descent of the Spirit have appeared 
f to the apostles, when Christ told them that it was 
I espodicnt for them that he should depart, in order 
I that the Spirit might come ; and when they were 
. kept waiting at Jerusalem, in a state of inaction, till 
I they were endued with thia power from on high ! 

e now see tliis mighty life-giving Spirit imparted 

lore abunilaut measures than the church has 

f'knowo for hundreds of years. On the islands of 

I &e South Seas, he must have shed an cstraordinar; 

influence, to produce such a change as the world 

has never before witnessed. In other parts of the 

earth, we behold the exertion of the same grace. 

America seems to be chosen as the honoured field for 

the display of the first triumphs of the spirit of grace 

over mere nominal religion. Thousands, in one 

town, brought under the power of the world to 

L.'«ome ; and hundreds gathered into the church it 








day, on a protession of recent experience of a 

tnerating powei', prove to ua, tliat Jeaus Christ 
and his Spii'it are the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever. 

These things have roused the attention of the 

luroh at large, and have made Christiana stand in 

,thless expectation of a general and mighty eflu- 

of the Spirit, to turn the nations to righteoua- 

Thla excitement of attention, tliia kindling of 

this rising of hope, lead to more importunate 

Iyer ; and " the same Lord over all is rich to all 

tt call upon him." 

With such scenes before us, should we not hear 
the voice of our Lord, saying, " Can ye not discern 
the signs of the times i" 
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Sect. 1. — A general view of future events fore- 
the New Testament. 

After viewing the past history of the church and 
the signs of the present times, it becomes ua, in de- 
ference to the spirit of prophecy, as well as for our 
own advantage, to inquire what God has said con- 
cerning the future. Here we ahould tread cautiously ; 
for though prophecy was intended to give us some 
infonnatioa concerning future events, it is manUest 
that tha light wu degSgned to be Moompitnied with 
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considerable obscurity, until the prediction should 
be fully interpreted by its own fulfilment. Forget- 
ful of this, many are now betraying a dangerous and 
pernicious rashness, in their comments on unfulfilled 
prophecy. If tliia teach us caution, their foUy will 
make us wise. 

Tlie particular fortunes of the New Testament 
church are to be learned from the New Testament. 
For Christ is not more the Priest and the King of 
the church, than he is, by emphasis, its Prophet. It 
ia the high prerogative of the Lamb in the midst of 
the throne, to unseal the volume of the divine pur- 
poses, and to make known to the church the times 
which are to pass over her, A full conviction of 
this important principle will make us look for the 
predictions of futurity in the Christian Scriptures, 
or to derive thence the key to such prophecies of 
events, still to come, as are to be found in the Old 
Testament. The law and the prophets were until 
-John ; for the commission of the ancient seers was 
to foretel the coming of the just one, who was him- 
»lf, as the Prophet of the church, to unlbld the 
remaining part of the designs of him " who worketh 
all things after the counsels of bis own will." A 
great proportion of those prophecies of the Old Tes- 
tament which many are now applying to future 
0yenU, were fulfilled before Christ came, especially 




in the days of the Maccabees, of whose history we 
are ahamefuUy ignorant. For, as tlie timea drew 
nigh for the appearance of Itim to whom all the pro- 
phets bore witness, their predictions were multiplied 
and became more minute ; that the church might 
more eagerly expect, and at last mote clearly re- 
cognise liim. Many of these predictions were so 
manifestly fulfilled, that the earliest heathen oppon- 
ents' of Christianity affirm the prophecies must have 
been written after the event, and yet we are now 
told to look for a future accomplisLmeot. 

If, then, the New Testament, given by Christ, is 
to be our guide, not merely in doctrine and duty, 
but in expectation also ; we should here begin with 
things that are more plain, before we attempt to 
penetrate into that which b professedly obscure. 
The book of Bevelation, which contains the deep 
things of God, stands last in the sacred volume, at 
once to indicate the order in which it was given, and 
that in which it should be studied. If we humbly 
obey what is more obvious, we may be found worthy 
to understand the more mysterious. " Be faithful in 
a few things, and you shall be made ruler over many." 

In the four Evangelists, we learn from the lipa of 
our divine prophet, what was then a great secret, 
that the gospel is to be preached to all nations. 
" This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
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the whole worlU, before the end come." 80 far wu 
this fulfilled in the dufys of the apostles, when Petar, 
by preaching to the Gentiles in the house of Corne- 
lius, broke down the middle wall which shut out the 
heathen from the churoh, that Paul says, the " gospel 
was preached to every creature under heaven ;" for 
for wherever the first uiesaengera of mercy found a 
rational creature; they preached Christ to him. But 
far is this prophecy from having obtained its perfect 
fulfilment. There are immense re^ons which have 
yet heard the gospel. To our shame be it 

loken. Our consolation is, that we are now roased 
to know and feel our duty, ackd to make some efforts 
fiw-its discharge. If these advance with accelerated 
motion and strength, the whole world may, in another 
century, hear the gospel. 

Another glimpse of future events was given ua by 
our Lord himself, before he removed his propbotio 
■ch^ to the skies. He informed us that the Jews 
were to be cast off, for a long period. Ho said to 
them, " the kingdom of God shall be taken from you, 
and given to a nation that shall bring forth the fruits 
thereof." " Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled," 
Luke XX. 21. 

That this fearful rejaotion of Ood'i sacient peopls 

u to oommmtx with the dettruotion af their 
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and temple, our Lord informed his disciples, when 
he sat conversing with them on Mount Olive, and 
when he was led out of the gates of Jerusalem to be 
crucified. Josephus, a Jew, has recorded the fulfil- 
ment of this prophecy. 

But from the New Testament, we learn that the 
Jews have not so stumbled at the rock of salvation, 
that they should be for ever fallen. Paul warned 
the Bomans, not to indulge in cold selfisb glorying 
over the Jews ; but to view them with compassionate 
solicitude, aa those who are to be gathered in agdn. 
" I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant 
of this mystery, lest ye be wiao ia your own conceits, 
that blindness in part is happeaed to Israel, until 
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all 
Israel shall be saved." It ia not easy to determine, 
whether this means partial blindness ; for the Jews 
have, though blind to Christ's glory, always retained 
the knowledge of one God, of the inspiration of the 
Old Testament, and of a promised Messiah ; or 
whether it means, that only a part of the nation 
should be given up to blindness ; for tliero have 
been, in every age, converts to Christ from amoDg" 
the seed of Abraham, 

The deliverer shall come to them at last, and Israel 
shall be saved. Some have strangely looked out for 
the ton tribes to he disoovered and brought into the 
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oburch, aa a separate people (com those who are now 

known to be the nation of the Jews. But what aaith 
ihe Scriptures ? From the New Testament, we 
should conclude that the people amonji; whom our 
Lord appeared were the whole seed of Abraham. 
Not a hint to the contrary is any whore giveii. But 
many things confirmatory of this view are scattered 
through the Scriptures. Christ was expressly pro- 
tniaed as a light that should appear in the land of 
2ebulon, and the land of Naplitali, which lay around 
the lake of Crenesareth. knd surely it was the people, 
iBod not the soil, that the prophet intended. Zebulon 
and Naphtali were a part of the ten tribes. And so 
was Asher, of wliich there is express mention in the 
Gospel by Luke, where we read, Luke ii. 3C ; " There 
was one Anna, a prophetess, thedaughtei'of Phanuel, 
of thetrifaeof Ashcr." Paul says, Acta xxvi. 7, "Our 
twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, 
hope to come to the resurrection of the dead." James 
addresses the twelve tribes that are scattered abroad, 
if they were well known. 

If, then, we take tlie New Testament for our 
lide, what else shall we think, but that the ten 
tribes found tbeir way back to their own land, not 
in a body, indeed, but by individuals and by families ; 
while Judah and his companions came, not as by 
ili^ht., <ir stealth, but with the Lord gnins; before 
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them nu<l makiug a liigli VAy iu the dcaort? AqiI 
what other views oan we entertain, if we are glided 
by historic probability ? For the Aaajriati empire, 
which carried off the ten tribes, soon gave way to 
the Baby]onia,a monaroh, who became lord of the 
ascendant. And when Cyrua seized the sceptre of 
the Enst, the favour he showed to the Jews opened 
the way for their return to Judea from all parta of 
the Garth. Tliis observation is still more applicable 
to the reign of Aleioinder. Wlien, again, the Mae- 
cabees spread the renown of their arras and set up 
the temple and the throne of Israel, with glories 
which seemed to rival those of Solomon, every real 
Jew must have been attracted towards the holy land. 
We, therefore, find, that after it had been almost 
depopulated, it was again crowded with inhabitants, 
who became, about the time of our Saviour's advent, 
bw numerous to be contained within the ancient 
Smits. The stick of Judah and the stick of Ephraim, 
rafaibited to Ezekiel, became one in Ood's hand ; 
and, when our Saviour appeared, the whole seed of 
Abraham was considered as included in that people 
to whom ho came ; for he was " sent to the lost aheep 
of the house of Israel :" not that I would lay any 
stress on the name Israel, whioh was given to tlie 
kingdom of the ten tribes. 

Bnme of the ra(»lpm Jews and "f the aiii"i«it 




fiithera of the cLureh assert that the ten tribea re- 
turned to their own land. If the Samaritans wera 
not pure Jews, there were doubtless among thera 
many of the ten tribes, which gave oecasion to that 
claim of brotherhood, which was ao fiercely disputed. 
The story which was told of the Greek version of 
the Old Testament being made by aevcnty-two trans- 
lators, two being taken from each tribe, shows that 
the whole twelve were then supposed to be known. 
In the book of Chronicles, long after the deportation 
of the ten tribes, we read of many gathered by 
Joaiah's orders irora the hand of Manasseh and 
Ephraim, and all the remnant of Israel, after the 
idolatrous altars had been broken down in the cities 
of Manasseh, and Ephraim, and Simeon, even uuto 
Naphtali, 2 Chron. xsaiv. 5 — 9. Jeremiah prophe- 
sied that the children of Israel should come from 
Babylon, they and the children of Judah together, 
I and seek the Lord their God, Jer. 1. 4. 

It has been supposed that the Jews will speedily 
be restored, and be made the instrument of convert- 
ing the rest of the world. But this is contrary to 
the Scriptures, which declare " that blindness has 
happened to Israel, till the fulness of the Gentiles 
be oome in." All other nations, therefore, must be 
first converted. Some, to avoid this oonelusion, say, 
tbiU the fulness of the Gentiles means the full time 






for their conversion. But the connexion in which 
Ltbe plirase stands proves this interpretation to be 
poneous. For Paul speaks, in the aame passage, 
4 ihs fulness of the Jews, which he places in oppo- 
sition to their diminishing and their fall, so as to 
show that their fulness means their full ingathering. 
Tims the fiilness of the Gentiles is shown to signify 
their full conversion. This will be the means of 
convincing and converting the Jews, who will then 
learn that Jesus of Nazareth is the true Messiah, by 
his turning all nations from idols to the worship of 
Jehovah. Thus the restoration of Israel will be 
shown to be an act of pure grace ; because, when 
Christ had no need of them, he shewed mercy to 
them for their fathers' sakes. 

It has, again, been inquired, whether they will be 
restored to their own land. Many affirm that they 
will, and there set up their temple and their ancient 
worship. Nothing can he more contrary to Scripture 
than this last notion. The Jews were cost out from 
Canaan, for their unhehef, and will never be restored 
to Immanuel's land, till they bow before his cross. 
To suppose that they will be restored in a state of 
pbelief, is to ima^e that Providence will say to 
e world, " the Jews were not cast out for rqeoting 
esus of Nazareth : this was not their grand natioiuil 
What Ohristiiui can expect that the conduct 
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^ God will any tlii* to the world 1 But wleu tliey 
believe in Chriat, they will find their holy luiid in 
the Church of Christ, wherever that may be, and 
will aay to his people, " ye are our people." Thus 
they will ahuw their harmony of sentiment and spirit 
irith the elect of iBrael, who embraced Christ ia the 
primitive times; who rejoiced that Messiah "had 
broken down the middle wall of partition, and had 
made of the two bodies, Jews and Oontilcs, one new 
) making peace." In the church of Christ 
there was neither Jew nor Gentile, and while the 
lieliever from other naliom rejoiced in becoming a 
■on of Abraham, the converted Jew, though fkr from 
Canaan, said, " I dwell among my own people." To 
suppose that the converted Jews will set up their 
temple and Levitical worship again, b to fly in the 
boe of that Qod who inspired the Epistle to the 
Hebrews ; which was given to the church for this 
express purpose, to show that the whole law of cere- 
monies was designed to prefigure Christ, and was 
superseded by his iucamatiou and death. Then God 
shook, not the earth only, or the political state, but 
also heaven, or the ecclesiastical state, which, grow- 
ing old, was ready to vanish away. Christ having 
made a change in the priesthood, there is a change 
also in the law, and he is himself our tabernacle, 
our tvinple-, oui' priest; our sacr^ce, our all. 
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As, however, there will be nothing to Under the 
Jews from aottling in Palestine, after their oonver- 
sioii, it Is probnble tliat many of tliem, who have 
lived in adjoining; countries, or who have passed a 
wandering life, will prefer settling where so many 
powerful and delightful associations present them- 
selves to the enlightened and pious mind. They 
will no longer be prevented from inhabiting Jerusa- 
lem, by its being trodden down of the Gentiles ; and 
those who must settle somewhere, may naturally say, 
" Why not there ?" But others, who are not de- 
scended from Abraham, will dwell there also ; for 
one Christian wiU not repel another ; though it is 
probable that so large a proportion of the inhabitants 
of Palestine will be converted Jews, as to show to 
world the fact of the restoration of Israel to the 
yale of tli« church, and the consequent pel-mission to 
dwell in the holy land as freely as in any other part 
of the world. The temple exhibited to Ezekiel, with 
its precincts, are so extensive as to show that no 
literal building was intended. But, with regard to 
this part of Scripture, we are yet in the dark. 

Another important prediction the New Testament 
VJBanifestly oontaius ; that of a great apostacy from 
purity of the Christian religion. This was taught 
"by the mpostle Paul, when the Thessalonians, mis- 
taking the inport of a former letter, suppoisod he hwl 
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asserted that the second coming of Christ was at 
hand—" Tliat day," tliey were aaaured, " should not 
come, except there come a falling away first." This 
apostacy was to be the work of " t!ie man of sin, 
who should ait in the temple of God, and there ex- 
alt himself above all that ts called God, or that is 
worshipped." This same wicked power makes a 
I conspicuous figure in the Hevelation, and is believed, 
I ly Protestants, to be the Chureh of Home, or rather 
oi'ldly corruption of Christianity, wherever it is 
id — of which Rome has been notoriously the 
I heart, the vital seat. It shall be destroyed by the 
Spirit of the Redeemer's mouth, and by the bright- 
la of his coming, which some apply to Christ's 
, personal appearance on earth. But the apostacy has 
been already weakened by the preaching of the gos- 
pel, and the display of Christ's spiritual presence in 
I the eft'usion of his Spirit. Why then should not the 
f Btaae means, which at first broke this gigantic power, 
f -when it was in all its strength, at last crush its feeble 
remains, and grind them to powder ? The power of 
popery now is merely that of an expiring giant, al- 
most at its last gasp. It is no honour to Christ, to 
■ suppose that he shall come merely to kill the dying, 
e entering on the difficult task of unfolding 
ftlte Revelation, we may observe, that, &om the plainer 
« of the Sew Testament, we have no reason to 




Bbelieve, what is aow so confidently asserted, tliat 
Christ will aoon corae in person to destroy his ene- 
mies and set up Ms kingdom. He is, then, we are 
told, to raise the martyrs, or even all the pious dead, 
and reign with them, on the earth, a thousand years ; 
after which, the wicked will be raised, and the world 
destroyed. Now, from the lips of Christ, our Pro- 
phet, we should never learn any such doctrine. All 
that he has said about his second coming, and the 
resurrection of the dead, would lead us to conclude 

I that he will raise hoth the righteous and the wicked, 
Bt the same period ; the just, indeed, having the pre- 
oedenoe, but the wicked following immediately after ; 
as the dead in Christ shall rise first, before the living 
saints shall be changed. Christ, in the Ooapel by 

, Matthew, eahibits the righteous and the wicked, all 
arraigned before liim, at once, to be divided by the 

[ Judge, as the shepherd divides the sheep from the 
This would never lead ua to suppose that 
there would be a thousand years between the rising 
of the one and of the other. In perfect harmony 
with this representation are the words of Christ, 
" The hour is coming, when all that are in their 
graves shall hear the voice of the Son of man, and 
shall come forth ; they that have done good, to the 

■ zesurrection of life, and they that have done evil, to 
e resurrection of damnation." Every docile un- 
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pr^uiliced disclpte would, on heariug tliese words 
of the church's Prophet, entertftiu expoctattous far 
different from those which are now obtruded on the 
church. 

The apostles trod in the footsteps of their Master. 
Paul says, " We must all appear hefore the judg- 
ment-seat, of Chrbt, that every one may receive in 
the body, according to tiiat which he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad." What elite can wa 
lenm hence, but that good and evil will all stand at 
the same tribunal, together, to receive their final 
doom 1 So far are the apostles from teachiog, that, 
when Christ shall come, he will riuse the just, while 
the wicked slumber in their graves, for a thousand 
years, that Paul says, " The Lord shall be revealed 
irom heaven, in fiamiog fire, tailing vengeance on 
them that know not Ood." Jude repeats the pro- 
phecy of Enoch, " Behold, the Lord cometh, with 
thousand of hia holy ones," Jude 15. 

Peter declares that " the heavens and the earth 
dall pass away, with a great noise, and the elenienta 
melt with fervent heat ;" the earth being destroyed 
by fire, as it once was by water. 

Much of the modem expectation of Chmt's 
flpeedy appearance and personal reign is derived 
from the prophets of the Old Twtainent. But I 
have already shown that the commiMioii of tlie pro- 




s to tcU of tlie first advent of CUriat, with 
iis aufferiugs unto deatli, and to give a general liint 
of the glory that should follow. The minuter for- 
tunea of his kingdom are to be learned from the 
Lamb, who alone was worthy to unseal the book of 
futurity. Instead of deriving from the prophets an 
acquaintance with things which we could not know 
from the New Testanient, we are to learn, from tim 
tN>ok, how to understand the Old. Many of those 
prophecies that are now appealed to, in proof of 
Christ's approaching personal reign, and of the Jews' 
return to Palestine, are ali*ady fulfilled, as they who 
know their history and understand the propheciei, 
1 clearly show. Proceed we now to open the 
book of Eevelation, 

Sect. 2. — Otaiine of the Rm>elation. 

From the introduction we learn, that this niyste- 

[ rious roll was given by Christ, the Prophet of the 

(3iurch, to show to his servants things which must 

Bhortly come to pass ; that is to say, the e^eentt which 

would shortly happen to the church and the world. 

We are, therefore, not to expect a description of the 

eternal state, but a narrative of the occurrences of 

L time ; and, as a period of a thousand years is meu- 

L tionod, it is manifest that the wliole was not shortly 

I to happen, though the series was 

I mediately aftw the revelation was given. 




Seven churches are chosen to be the image of the 
whole church, which is represented aa a golden 
candlesticlc, to give light to a dark world. Seven 
Btitrs are the symbols of the miiustera of the gospel, 
who tire all charged to hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches. For the whole history of the chui-oh, 
frmn this time, to the end of the world, is divided 
into seven periods. — The iwtemai state of the ohuroli, 
during each period, is described in each epistle ; the 
eirtm'Ka! state in each aeai; the fortunes of the eaffU^ 
I smpire, in the midst of which the church is placed, 
' ne announced by the fyvmpeU, which sound the 
dowufal of all earthly dominion ; and the vitdi, which 
eome at the end of the trumpets, exhibit the judg- 
ments that are to destroy the kingdom of the beast, 
or the great Babylon, the Popish Apostacy, 

The epistles come first, to show that the religious 
state of the church brings on the external circum- 
stances which are described in the seals ; and these 
agalnarefoUowed by the judgments on the kingdoms 
of the world, announced by the trumpets. The 
period to which the epistles refer is therefore some- 
what earlier than that which belongs to the seals. 
In the first epistle, which is addressed to the 
y (diurob of Ephesus, an excellent state of religion is 
'described ; but, towards the close, reproof is given, 
for having forsaken the first love, which began to 
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dectiuii towards the end of this period. The tirst 
seal shows a. prosperous external state of the church, 
Christ going forth on a white horse, to conquer the 
world. This period of the prosperity and triumph 
of reli^oQ lasted for one hundred and fifty years, 
during which time, the first trumpet sounded the 
downfal of tlie Boman empire (Itevelation viii. 7), 
R third part of which is seen destroyed by such 
judgments as brought Israel out of Egypt. 

The second epistle, addressed to Smyrna, informs 
the church of what she is about to suffer ; and tha 
red horse, in the second seal, goes forth to take awiy 
peace, and to kill ; for almost a hundred years of 
bloody persecution followed. The second trumpet 
(Kev. viii. 8) exhibits the Pagan Eoman empire as 
reduced to the condition of an extinguished volcano, 
ft burning mountain cast into the sea. This period 
extends from Decius to Constantine. 

The third epistle, which was addressed to Perga- 
mos, describes the cliurch as having stood firm in 
times of persecution; but now, dwelling whera 
Satan's seat is, and seduced to have communion with 
Ut idolatrous world, for which she is called to re- 
pentance. The third seal, therefore, exhibits a black 
tiorse, and a yoke in the rider's hand, and provisions 
dealt out for money ; showing the dark and merce- 
nary, and contentious spirit of the times, after Con- 
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■tantine liod miugled tlio church with the world. 
} third trumpet (Rev. viii. 10) exhibits falling 

f Wars, embittering the watera, and poisoning men. 

I Sliia shows the divisions and miseries brought on 
the empire by the faJlcu star Arius, whoao cause the 
Goths maintained, with great bitterness, from the 
middle of the fourth, until the ninth century. 
Others make Mahomed the fallen star. 

The fourth epistle is sent to Tliyatira, to warn 
the faithful remnant against the adulterous mtioii 
between the church and the world ; a right percep- 
tion of which, then formed a principal feature of true 
religion ; and the fourth eeal shows a pale horse, 
called Death, followed by Hades, exhibiting the 
death-like state to which the church was reduced 
before the Reformation. The fourth trmnpct {Rev, 
viii. 13) shews another third part of the empire 
destroyed, the ruling powers being hurled from their 
spheres, the majesty of the ancient state »nking be- 
fore the Goths and Alans : these were the dark ages. 
The flfth epistle, sent to Sardis, shows that, in the 
darkest times, there were a few found ftuthful, strug- 
gling for a better state, though too faintly, from 

b'Charlwnagne to the Reformation. Then, the oor- 
esponding seal eshibits tlie martyrs under the altar, 

[calling for vengeance ; but told that tbore are other 
puu-tyra flrat to be slam bj the [wpal persecutions. 
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', liel'ure the last lliroe tnmiptts suuiid, an aiigel 
Woe ! three times ; so that tlje I'ollowing arc 

led the woe trumpets, nhich sound dL'struction to 

poveera which support great mystic Babylon. 

The fifth trumpet, therefore, introduces the Saracens 

as lueusta, from the east, to overtlirow the empire. 

The viala begin to tlcal out wrath to tlie apostate 

pwer, and the Waldeuses become the means of 

iking men hate the great whore. This period 
extends to the end of the fifteenth century. 

The aixth epistle deticribes, under the image of the 
church of Philadelphia, the Protestant oommunions, 
rbieh, like Philadelphia, stood as a &rm pillar, when 

around hod fallen. For, though the Protestants 
bad but little strength, they have not denied 
Christ's name, and he has set before them an open 
door, which no man has been suffered to shut. The 
oippoaiiig party, the Cliurch of Rome, boasts of being 
the only true Israelites, but Christ says, " I will 
make those who call themselves the catholic church 
know that I have loved, thee." The sixth seal ex- 
hibits universal revolutions, to shake all churches, 
and re-model every thing, after the scriptural pat- 
tern ; for nothing can stand before Chrisft, whun he 
shall rise, to restore all thinga. But, wliilc judg- 
niiints fall on tite mora external church, a hundred 
«ikI forty-four tliousaiid are scaJed, as objects of 
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fitvuiir, to be M^reoiutd from tLe storm, which is to 
burst ex<!lu3ively ou the adhercBts to tlie beast. 
This deseribos the period of revolutions in which we 
have been living, and wliich will probably extend 
farther ; for it is now more difficult to fix datea ; 
because we are living amidst the scenes. The usth 
trumpet is sounded, to loose four angelsi, bound at 
the Euphrates, and call forth myriads of horsemen. 
This probably exliibits the spirit of liberty rising in 
the eastern parts of the ancient Boman empire, 
among the Oreeks, the Poles, and even tbo Turks, 
and which will end in the destruction of all empires 
IiDstile to Christ's kingdom. The viols of wrath still 
continue to be poured out on the papal power. 

The seventh epbtlc is that which is addressed to 
Laodicea, and may be said to describe the internal 
state of the church in our days. For here it must 
be again observed, that, though we should view the 
epistles, the seals, and the trumpets, as synchronous, or 
Kmultaneous, and not as consecutive, yet the inter- 
nal state comes firat ; and fifty years or more of what 
is described "in the epistles, may precede those events 
foretold in the seals. Fifty years ago, the character- 
istic of the church was Laodicean lukewarmness, from 
which this epistle was doaigacd to rouse us. It has, in 
some measure, answered tliis end, and those who are 
truljr w/iarated irom Antichrist are made sensiblo 




ptliat tlie grand duty of the present day b a zealous, 
public spirit. Rebukes and chastisements sliall fur- 
ther this, in those whom Christ loves, and prepare 
them to sit down with him on his throne, when " the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven 
shall be given to the saints of the Most High." The 
seventh seal, therefore, eshibita silence, or quietness 
and rest from the state of revolution described under 
the sixth seal: and the seventh triunpet shall pro- 
cl«m " the kingdoms of this -world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall 
reign for ever and ever." Rev. xi. 15. The last 
vial of wrath is then poured out on Babylon, to 
destroy all opposition to pure religion. Rev. xvi, 
17 — 21. "And the seventh angel poured out his 
vial into the air ; and there came a great voice out 
of the temple of heavMi, from the throne, saying, It 
is done. And there were voices, and thunders, and 
lightnings ; and there was a great earthquake, such 
as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty 
an earthquake, and 30 great. And the great dty 
was divided into three parts, and the cities of the 
Batioos fell; and groat Babylon came in remem- 
brance before God, to give unto her the cup of the 
wine' of the iierceness of his wrath. And every 
island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 
And there fell upon men a great hail out ol heaven. 
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every stone about the weight of a talent : and men 
blaspbcmcd God because of the pisgue of the hiul ; 
i)r the plague thereof was exceeding great." 

Daring the time of declenaion, when the great 
■poatacy ahall prevail, two witueaaes (Bev. xi.) are 
said to prophesy in sackcloth, that is to say, in af- 
fliction and depression, 1260 days, or years, as we 
have seea that Dajiiol employed dap for years, 
when predicting the restoration of Jerusalem, This 
b a difficult part of the Revelation ; for it is hard to 
know who the witnesses are, except the number two 
should signify the smallest number of witnesses that 
can be admitted in a great cause ; so that we are 
thus taught, that the Waldeneses and tlieir aueoessors 
■hould be as few as could oousist witli maintaining a 
witness for God and truth. They are to be slain, 
md to revive quickly, to enjoy a signal and final 
triumph. Perhaps tliis is yet to come, in some cen- 
tral part of Christendom — Italy, or Austria. But 
as the 1260 years must be dated from the time that 
the word of &od began to be despised, and Ohristian 
truth to be an ollence, for which the witnesses must 
but on sackcloth, the gloomy period must be now 
drawing to a close. From the year 600, a probable 
period, 1260 years would bring us to 18C0. 

While the witnesses are thus prophesying, the 
AbureA is represented as a woman (Rev. xii. 1) 





bringing forth a sou that shall rule the world, fiut 
she must flee into the wilderness, and live in obscu- 
rity 1260 years. For the civil joverDmeuts of 
Christendom will, during that time, exhibit the ap- 
pearance of a bloody dragon (Rev, nii 3) with seven 
heads, or as raanydifferent forms of government — aud 
ten horns, or as many distinct kiogdonis — into which 
Europe has been divided. This dragon was to rage 
against true religion, oppressing, persecuting, and 
ilaying, the saints, till drunk with their blood. 

Another beast is exhibited (Rev. xiii. 11) with 
two horns, representing, probably, the ecclesiastical, 
as the former, the civil, government ; for the clergy 
have been, in popish countries, divided into two 
classes, secular and regular, or parish priests and 
monks. The whole are represented by the beaat with 
the horns of a lamb and the voice of a dragon, pre- 
tending to be gentle aa the ministers of the Lamb of 
6h)d, but echoing the bloody decrees of the dragon, 
and contribnting to give up the awiits to tbe cruel 
power of the first beast, or the persecuting goverii- 
ments, A special mystery is said to attend thi* 
second beast, and its name is connected with a num- 
ber, 666, which has never yet been satisfactorily 
explained. Perhaps the events which shall furnish 
the solution are yet to come. Rev. xiii. IS, " Hera 
is wisdom. Let him that hath undBrstimding count 
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f the number of the beaat ; for it is the number of 
% man ; and hia number is «x hundred threescore 
and six." 

But the Revelation cloBea ivith a view of Clirist's 
ipiritual kingdom, a heaven upon earth ; for tliis 
lost vision is not, as some suppose, a view of heaven 
Itself. The book was given to make known to us 
"things that were to come to pass," on earth ; not 
to describe heaven, wliich we are incapable of under- 
Btanding in the present life. When, therefore, 
interpreters tell us that Christ will come and reign 
literally on eEkrth, with his risen saints, and profess 
to derive this from the Revelation, which speaks of 
the souls of those that were slain for the testimony 
of Jesus, living and reigning with him on the earth, 
for a thousand years, they totally mistake the whole 
genius of the book. The heavens must receive 
Christ, till he come to judge the righteous and the 
wicked, putting an end to the present scene, and 
Mtting the seal of eternity on all tilings. He never 
showed himself to the wicked, after his resurrection, 
cor will he again, till they see him in the clouds of 
heaven. If he were to come, a thousand years before 
the end of the world, what effect would it have upon 
men, if they did not see him i He would still be an 
object of faith only, just aa he is now. As to his 
oojiverting the world by his second cominf;, he ex.- 
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ftressly declared, Chat he went away Co «end liu 
Spirit to do this ; and, whenever we disaharge our 
duty in preaching the gospel, the Holy Qhost is sent 
down from heaven, and the world is converted. It 
is a fearful approach to the blasphemy against tho 
Holy Qhost, to aay that what he came for he will 
not accomplish ; but that Christ did wrong in going 
away to send the Spirit, and that Jesus must reverse 
liis act, by coming again to do what tlie Spirit Iiaa 
£uled to effect. If we arc told that, according to 
-fids hypothesis, we are not looking for the second 
.ooming of Christ, we reply that we are looking for 
it, as the apostles themselves were, to whom Christ 
said, " If I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
eotne again and receive you to myself." At death, 
he comes to receive our souls to dwell witU him ; 
and, as to our bodies, the next thing they experi- 
ence, after the last expiring sigh, is Christ's quick- 
ening power, recalling them from the grave, to 
appear before his judgment-seat. Christians, in all 
ages, have been known, as those who look for this 
coming of our Lord. This is a certainty, depending 
on no nice calculation of events and dates. Let ua 
My with Vitringa, " I love the coming of iny Lord) 
for I hope to find mercy of him at that day : but I 
leave him to fix the time." 
. As to the resurrection of the martyrs, it in as 
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F sontrory to the ^mbolioal langtmge of the Bevela^on 
to take thb literally, as it would be to maintain that 
there is an ntiimal culled a. lamb, on the throue of 
heaven, or four beasts full of eyes, woraliipping be- 
fore the throne. The martyrs rise, and live, and 
reign, when men endued with their spirit appear 
and sway the world ; jiist as Elijah came again to 
earth, in the person of John the UHptist, though 
judaiaing interpreters are still looldng for a literal 
Elias to come. Nor is it at alt probable that a. 
thousand years, in this book, are to be taken literally, 
when periods of time are all expressed mystically. 
A very long period is all that is intended. 

It is supposed that, after the triumphs of religion, 
during that period, wickedcess will regain the as- 
oeDdant. But tliis is contrary to the whole tenor of 
Scripture, which declares that, while other kingdoma 
deolioe and pass away, the kingdom of Christ will 
nevsr yield to any hostile power, but will last for 
ever. The Revelation, therefore, closes, like Ne- 
buchadneizar's dream, with a vision of triumph, 
Ohrist'a kingdom covering the whole earth. An 
objection to this view may arise in the minds of 
aoroe, from observing that, in the chapter which pre- 
cedes the account of the New Jerusalem, the dead 
ftre said to rise, and the whole world to be judged. 
But all the visions of this book are symbolical. It 
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WM not giv«ii to teaoh lu doetrinet, which are t&ught 
more clearly elsewhere. We are not sent to thia 
book to leBrn the atonement of CbrUt, justification 
by faith, regeneration by the Holy Spirit, the reaur- 
reotion of the dead, or the last judgment. As, 
therefore, the resurrection of the martyrs is figurative, 
that general resurrection and judgment, exhi* 
id, Rev. xs. 12. "And I saw the dead, small 
id great, stand before God : and the books were 
tipened : and another book was opened, which is ths 
book of life : and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according 
to their works." It may be difficult, before the 
to explain it ; but, by analogy, we may con- 
dude that it will consist in that clear manifestation 
of the j^haracters and fates of all former generations, 
which will be universally possessed in the last days. 
That the Revelation closes with a view of the happy 
state of the church on earth, cannot be doubted, by 
any one who understands the whole genius of the 
book. How long this state will continue, or when 
the laat judgment will come, we know not. This is 
a secret m the Divine breast ; but that those who see 
olearty the spiritual glories of Christ's kingdom, ex- 
hibited in the last two chapters of the Revelation, 
■bould have taken literally the resurrection and 
it predicted in the twentieth chapter, ii 
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surprising. For such aa thtiik the laat chapt«n de- 
scribe tlie final blessedness of the just in heaven, it 
■ym natural to think that the resurrection and the 
judgment would precede. 

It will probfibly be aald, if the last judgment is to 
take place after the scenes eshibited in tlie couclu- 
eion of the whole volume of UevelatioH, liow are we 
to tell when it will come ? We reply, that, bo for 
from being an argument against the interpretatiou 
given, this uncertainty ia an evidence that we have 
not been eating of the tree of forbidden knowledge. 
That it was not the design of God to let us know 
when the day of judgment would oome, most wUl 
admit. 

Yet there is a general impresaion that the day of 
judgment will find the earth in a wicked state, with 
few righteous upon it ; while the interpretation given 
above supposes the last state of the world to be para- 
disaical, having nothing to look for, but the second 
coming of Christ to raise the dead, and judge the 
whole race of man. It will be found, on examina- 
tion, that the greater part of those texts, which are 
supposed to assert that the world wiil be in a wicked 
state, at our Lord's second coming, have nothing to 
do with the subject, but speak of Christ's coming to 
destroy Jerusalem. 

Thitt Chrift will find few, or none, but unbelievers. 
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rhen he cornea at the last day, is not the doctrine 
of Scripture. On the contrary, the moat distinct 
»nd abundant reference ia made to believers and the 
manner in which they wiU be affected by that event. 
1 Tim. vi. 14, 15, "That thou keep thia conunand- 
ment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appear- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ ; which in hia times he 
■hall show, who ia the bleased and only Poteatate, 
the King of tings, and Lord of lords." 1 Cor. xv. 
61, 52, " Behold I shew you a mystery: We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all he changed, in a mo* 
ment, in the twinkUng of an eye, at the last trump : 
for thetrumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed." 

If reference is made to wicked persons who will 
be found on the earth at Christ's second coming, it 
should be remembered that the glorious city, New 
Jerusalem, does but describe the church; and what 
portion of the inhabitants of the earth may still re- 
main destitute of her blessings, we know not, Pew 
suppose that every rational creature on earth will 
then be truly and eminently pious. But, after all, 
it may be doubted whetlier the Scriptures say any 
more of the terrors of Christ's second coming and 
the last judgment, than would be fulfilled by the 
horrors of the wicked coming forth from their graves 
to what Christ calls the resurrection to damnatioa- 
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Theot they that pierced him, in all kindreds of the 
earth, shall wail because of him. We have no good 
evidence that there will be any other than a highly 
prosperous state of things, in the church, when Christ 
shall come to set the seal of eternity npon human 
affairs. The earth shall bid him welcome, when lie 
comes, and this shall be the distinguishing peculi- 
arity of his spiritual kingdom, that its glories shall 
never fade, that it shall never yield again to the 
victorious influence of the evil one, but be changed 
only from glory to glory, by the heaven below being 
tenninated in the heaven above. This is so much 
the doctrine of the whole volume of Scripture, and 
of the Bevelation itself, that it is surprising to ob- 
serve how generally one of its bold images has led 
Christians into a contrary opinion. 

But whatever may be our expectitions, let us see 
that they do not divert us from the plain path of 
duty. Let it be our study to separate ourselves 
from the Antiehriatiun sprit and practices which are 
doomed to be visited with the vials of divine wrath. 
A scriptural religion, a heavenly mind, and an ardent 
consecration to the interests of God's kingdom upon 
eartli, are the only security against the judgments 
which are now pouring out on the kingdom of the 
l>east. 

The great sin into which the churnh has fallen is 



Laodicean lukewarmnesa. Its oppodte grace and 
duty, therefore, is zeal. Were Christiana roused to 
any thing like that ardour, and those sacrifices, for 
the purity and extension of religion, which some 
nations are now displaying for civil liherty, the whole 
world would soon become the kingdom of our G-od 
and his Christ. 

But the church can never put out her strength, 
until she ia disentangled from the world, which now 
hangs about her, aa the serpent on Laocoon, fetter- 
ing her limbs with its folds, while it poisons her 
blood with its forked tongue and pestiferous breath. 
To turn off our attention from this vital point, many 
are now Cluing, "Lo, here and lo, there! Christ ia 
coming personally, to set up his kingdom, and 
nothing can be done till he come." Believe them 
not ; the kingdom of God ia not meats and drinks, 
nor the bodily presence of Christ on the earth ; 
but righteousness, and peace, and joy, in the Holy 
Ohost. 

The preaching of the gospel to every creature, 
with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, is God's 
appointed means of setting up the kingdom of hea- 
ven. This succeeded, till the church became corrupt, 
by the spirit of Antichrist, and by intermi-Ttnre with 
the worid. Let the church, escaping from the 
etfibr&ces of the WarlBt, purify itself, b.ivA «l\*.». ws.t> 
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tritluittuid our eftorts ? Mauldnii, in its lowest stnte 
of degradation, h&s been, by tlie use at tbc proper 
meana, elevatixl to the glorious dignity of tlie sons 
of Ood. If a thousand missionaries have won such 
triumphs for the cross, what a change in the state of 
the wodd would be made by a hundred thousand I 
And what hinders the church from sending fortli a 
hundred thousand 1 la there any thing but the 
criminal lukewarmness, sloth, and covetousness of 
those who call themselves Christians i The puny 
efforts hitherto madcj have proved that we have the 
means in our bands, and that God will not fail to 
give the needful blessing. For if we had entered 
on the work with more of the apostolic s^iiril, and 
liad put forth the omnipotence of prayer, who can 
tell how much more we should have done ? 

How manifest, then, is it, that the modern dreams 
of elitist's personal appearance, to set up his king- 
dom, are a mere artifice of Satan, to delude us with 
iynesfatui, to set us wandering after the meteors of 
the marshes, in order to take us off from our plain 
duty ! Those who are entangled in worldly com- 
munions may well say that the kingdom of Christ 
can never be universally triumphant while the present 
order of things exists. Sut let them obey the voice 
that cries, " Come out of Babylon, my people," and 
then see whether the shout will not be raised. 
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ia fallen, and tlie Lord God <)inni[Jotenl 

Before a scriptural and energetic courBe of eflorts, 

opposition falls ; and shall Christ come merely to 

that which his Spirit waa sent to do, and whieh 

is doing moat fiuthfully tnd triumphantly, wher- 

}F his servants are obedient to hia commands i 

Christians, let no man deceive you with vain words. 

by other men's follies. Read history, that 

^ou may not become a history. You are the children 

Time's old age, and have in vain been privileged 

live late, if you do not learn, from those who have 

gone before you, to live well, 

The error into which the church fell, when she 
accepted the insidious boon of a state connexion, may 
be excused, on the plea of ignorance arising from 
inexperience. But we, who have seen the baneful 
ODDsequencea, shall be inexcusable if we do not take 
KRaning and -wake up, as n Samson from the lap of 
!B«Iilsh. 

B it to our country, lo deUver her from the 
sin of interfering with Christ's rule in religion. For 
this, the nations are now shaken, and shall be con- 
vulsed tiU they put away the sin. For I will over- 
turn, overturn, overturn, says the Lord, till he come 
whose right it is, and I will give it to htm. That 
government which is most free from the sin of 




intrudiDg iato Christ's empire, is the uioat sublo 
[ominiun on the ftice of the earth. 

For the sake of the welfare of the church, which 
ought to be dearer to us than any other considera- 
tion, we are bound to seek her purity, in which lies 
her strength. This is seen in the Americao churches, 
where more energetic and efficient efforts are making 
for the conversion of the world, than all the rest of 
Christendom can show, The hundreds and the 
thousands wlio are there brought to the knowledge 
of Christ, in a few days, are the fruits of a «ise and 
holy zeal, crowned with auoh an influence from on 
high, as displays the special approbation of Him 
with whom dwelb the power, and to vfhoni belongs 
tbe glory. 

Having seen from past history, where lies our 
weakness, let ua learn, from, other l^nds, where lie* 
our strength. Let Christiana cease to tax and com- 
pel an ungodly world to support tlie church ; and 
let us begin, at length, to consecrate ourselves and 
our whole substance to God. The uncertainty of 
earthly riches haa been proved by many afSicting 
lessons, and will, probably, be atUl farther demon- 
strated by many more. Lay up, then, yoiw treasurea 
in heaven, by consewating your subatanpe to the 
kingdom of Christ. Tho a*prificM we have, hitherto 
'piade to this object w* so mean and puny, that th^ 
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[' UB u> iuault mthet tliau ui honour to tbe came, 
|:||iil our prupuiiaitj' to look upon them with' fond 
I 4t4iairation proolalma aloud the naiTowiieBs of our 
I .^urito, proving how luucli wc tliink of money, and 
bow little of soula. 

But tiven our beggarly ofl<;rings wc have not 
followed with such prayers as indicate any adequate 
solicitude for success. We seem as if we could not 
reach to the faintest notion of what our Lord moaned, 

»vhea he sjud, " Hitherto have you asked nothing in 
toy name ; ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy 
pAy be Aill." In our own country, at leaat, we see 
po symptoms of the might aud majesty of those 
mtercesslons which the church must pour forth, ere 
she rise to " the high calling" of being the light of 
the world, the salt of the earth. 

The prospects opened to the ehurch by the roll of 

prophecy, now unfolded, should rouse Ma to tbe full 

I ^discharge of our duty, for which every facility begins 

a be afforded. Whatover obstructions yet remain 

[ ".will vanish before the full use of our present means ; 

I for we have alfeady found that, if we are faitliful in 

I ^ few things, wo shall be made ruler over many. 

Ls^o the devot«d Christian of the present generation, 

3iriBt may say no more than that " I will give him 

e morning star ;" but to our children, he may pro- 

" Unto you that fear my Bame shall the Sun 
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^f Righteousneas arise with liealing in his wiiiga ; 
ind ye shall go forth and grow up as calves of the 
Btal!. And ye shall tread down the wicked; for 
they ehall bo ashes under the soles of your feet, in 
the day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts," 
Mai. iv. 2, 3. " He which teatifieth these things 
saith, Surely I come quickly ; Amen. Even so, 
eome. Lord Jeaua. The gra^e of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you all. Amen," Rev. sxu. 20, 21. 

CONCLUSION. 

We have now stood in the midst of the works of Giid, 
and Been his plan unfolded, from the rude chaotic vom- 
inencement to the glorious consummation of all things ; 
having eyed creation in the lovely freshness of youth, to 
the venerable richness of mature age. We beheld time 
begin its march — this globe rise out of nonexistence, all 
hir, holy, and happy, answering to its Author's " great 
But the bowers of paradise withered as we gazed, 
have been compelled to drop a tear over the fall 
raue. Our nature, corrupted at its source, has 
exhibited, though under promifie of recovering grace, a 
murderer in the person of the first who was bom of 
woman ; and, in the next, though we have been consoled 
by a fncture of piety, we have been warned of the treat- 
ment that religion meets with here, where the wicked are 
than the just, and the benevolent are martyrs to 
jtlie malignant. We have seen the whole world corrupt. 




if, in the midst of »uch apu»ucy, tme walked wilit 
a hoDOurable exception is caaght up to heaven, 
bodj and soul ; as if to say, " of snch tlie world was not 
worthy." We shuddered to behold avenging justice claim 
the whole race of man, as a sacrifice to the insulted rights 
of inoral government ; though mercj interposed, to spare^ 
one foniily, aa the vital germ, from which should spring 
future subjects for the display of soveragn grace. Over 
a buried world we have sighed, seeing earth turned bto 
ocean, and all that was left of the liviug inhabitants of 
the globe floating on the waters that washed its polluted 
surface. We looked, and saw man a second time begin 
hie career of increase and vicissitude, pressing forwards 
towards his final destination. The inheritance of earth 
we have seen divided between the tbi'ee sons of our second 
father. Their destinies we have heard announced, and 
we thia day witness thrfr fulfilment. The many tongues 
that are spoken by the many men who crowd the globe, 
we have beheld growing out of the parent speech, and 
I have seen Babel's tower, that was designed to be the rally- 

■ n^'point of all, become the st^cting-post from whence they 
K darted off in all various directjooa. 

■ As depravity repeated its efforts, and gained new tri- 
w umphs in the introduction of idolatry, the mai4t«r~un and 

■ the deadly bane of our species, we were cheered by the 
■introduction of a new method of grace, in the separation 
^«f the choreh ft-om the world, by the selection of one 
^hnaui who was called out from all others, to be a father 
Kto the just. We saw him renounce his country and his 
^Kndrsd, to become a solitary pilgrim, TattwT llvkXi. V«JA. 
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with dumb blooUs that inault the Uiaie And 
degrade the idea uf Deitj, and have beheld him irandpr- 
land that was prombed to hia seed, whi!« he 
himself " IwAed for s. better eountrj, that is, a heavenly." 
In him we have seen the triumphs and the refwards of 
&ith which received the renewed promise of a Saviinn", 
in whose disciples Abraham looked for s seed numerous 
09 the stars of heaven, though he lived to extreme old afge 
without n child. The promise that wsa so slowlj folfllled 
we have seen at length triumphantlj accomplished, in 1 
uadon springing &om one chat seemed " as good as dead. 
These descendants of the faithihl, though heirs of Camuin, 
we have beheld toiling as slaves in Egypt, the land of 
bondt^e. By a train of providences that make romance 
appear as tame mutters of fact, and history seem romani'e, 
the chosen people were snatched fiwm slavery, bj judg- 
ments that should niakeslave-holderstremble, Supported 
in a desert, where many an army has perished — fed Irom 
heaven with bread and fleah, and supplied wltJi waters 
tma a rock, the chosen people received their new religion, 
from the voice of God, breaking the mysterious silence 
which he baa usually held, and atfording to all ages and 
nations an incontrovertible proof of his existence and 
moral rule. At this time and place, we sow the first 
leaves of the inspired volume vmtten by Moses, the onia- 
nuen^ of God. 

We have followed the chosen people across the cleaving 
flood, into their land of promise, flowing with milk and 
n-here those who lately were slaves in tJie brick- 
note mighty kings, drove oQt vtaAWe ™ftiiHw,,ii*d 
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eared the soil of the abomination of iilok Qiiiler which 

|t groaned, to set up a relipon that wm at once a witneaa 

<r Qod and a promise of Christ. While we gazed on 

is new and hopeful experiment, we diacovered, to our 

'raortification, that even the people who were separated 

fkim aU olhars, to be a church for the Uvliig God, may 

find curmptiona springing up from seeds that still lurked 

I within themselves. 

Fnim a ainiple republic, we saw Israel put on the farm 
I of a apleudid monarchy ; and in David beheld th« image 
t a suiFering, as iu Solomon, that of a couquering, 
A. temple of cedar and gold, the wonder of 
e world, wns taken possession of b; Jehovah in a cloud 
of glory, exhibiting to us in a type, tho living Ood mani- 
fest in the flesh, coming to dwell among ua. But, A'om 
this pouit, the si.'ene was changed. Lsrael's prosperity 
had reached its meridian, and if kings exalted them to 
I heaven, kings cast them down to hell. Weal^ generated 
; pride wrought oppresaon ; oppresaon, division ; 
pvision, weakness ; and weakness, ruin. 

Prom the time that they who should have been one 

d indivisible, became two kingdoms, we have heard the 

; of prophets, warning and threatening-, tliough 

I of the Saviour's coming, often intenningled, 

■'tilrew flashes of liglit across the thickening gloom. Thus 

we stil! have the sublime visions of Isaiah, and the tender 

lamentations of Jeremiah, to instruct, and warn, and 

yflheer these latter days. But, aa " he tliat b^ng often 

roved, hardens his neck, shall suddenly he destroyed, 

withoitt rcjmedj," the unheeded prophets at last 




sdghed to aee tlidr own predictions fulfilled. A people 
that had abueed libertj waa carried captive, and thej who 
had polluted the holy land with idols, were flung off from 
it into the very land of idols. While their prophet tuned his 
harp to monrnfid strainB orer the nuns of their temple and 
their city, the repenting captives hung theirs on the wil- 
lows, by the banks of the Euphrates, which jlowed through 
golden Babylon, suying, " How can we sii^ the Lord's 
songs in a strange land 7" 

All was lost but hope, and that still lived ; for Canaan 
was EmTnanuel's hmd. When the golden image of 
idol gods proudly challenged all nations, lunguages, and 
tongues, to bow down and adore, the captive worshippers 
of Jehovah plucked the victory ih>ra thrir grasp, and 
mightily vindicated the honour of the true God : for fire 
could not bum, nor lions devour, the men who refused to 
worship any other than him who made the heavens and 
eorth. The secrets of futurity ware, by a captured pro- 
phet^ laid naked to the astonished oppressor, whose madness 
at length taught him msdom, and made him learn no more 
to blaspheme. 

Thus Israel, t«o, was cured of its provoking fondness for 
heathen gods; and, na the time for their captivity was 
limited to seventy years, when these were fulfilled, while 
their prophet was reading Belshazzar'a doom, written on 
his own palace wall, by the finger of God, Jt^hovah 
" oalled a ravenous bird from the east," and Oyrus darted 
upon Babylon, as the hawk upon its prey. Kow Israel, 
b all things miraculous, was again shown to be a people 
t absolatelv unique. The nation whoae country and oapit«t 
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were emptied of thrar inhabitants, according to the ejpres- 
e language of the prophet, " as a man wipeth a dish, 
and tumeth it upside down," were restored bj a. provi' 
deuce that is without parallel. The nation cornea back 
to ita ancient ato, the astatea own thrar rightful hara, the 
dties are rebuilt, Zion's mount again echoes with Zion'a 
Bonga, and the foundations of the temple are rekid ; though 
the aghs of the ancients disturbed the shouts of the joui^, 
who had never seen its former glories. But " with them 
were the prophets of God helpmg them ;" and, though 
often interrupted hj false friends and open foes, the work 
went on, till the prooiises of Zechariah and Haggol were 
iiilBlled, when Zerubbabel " brought on the top-stone with 
shouts, crjing, Grace, grace unto it!" New prophecies 
of the Messiah, imparted to Daniel, the beloved seer, fixed 
the exact jear for the appearance of him who was Israel's 
hope and consolation. 

But, when the &iendl; empire of Persia was tottering 
to its fall, we have seen Alexander, the world's rimng 
conqueror, rush upon Jerusalem, to crush her with a 
stroke, " It shall not be," saith Jehovah : as bh-da flying, 
hover over their joung, so will I hover over Jerusalem to 
defend her." " The king's heart was in the hand of the 
Lord, and he tamed it as the water-co urse whithersoever 
he pleased." The fierce monarch was appeased, and be- 
cajne, instead of the destroyer, the protector of the holy dty. 
But prosperity a^ahi produced corruption, and abused 
ies turned to wrath. The Jews, though cured of 
idolatry, broi^ht on themselves, by other sins, the perse- 
05 of Alexander's successors in the empire of the east. 
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We have seen the most him'ible cruellies exercised, to 
eompel the worithippers of the true God to exchange him 
for the wooden and stone deities of Greece, which were 
even set up m the temple, where the worship of Jehovah 
ceased for three years and a half. But the Maccabean 
heroes mused our admiratian, while we beheld them 
braving the fury of Antioehus, and by prodigies of valour, 
restoring tie liberties of their country, and the worship 
of their Ood. Victories equal to those of David, and 
prosperity that almost rivalled that of the days of So- 
lomon, were i^ain succeeded by [strifes and divisions, 
which brought Lirael onder the yoke of the Romans, and 
the sceptre of Herod, at once the most splendid and the 
most crud of kings. 

But, when the sceptre was departing from Judah, we 
saw the Savioor come, at the enact time, in the very town, 
and of the very family, predicted. Announced by his 
promiued forerunner, he fiilfilled the propheriea by the 
wonders of his life, and the sacrifice of his ignominious 
death, rising on the third, the proniised day, to prove that 
tliis sacrifice was accepted. We beheld, with eitultaljon, 
tiie Spirit descending, to set up the new, the heavenly 
kingdom, which was to supersede the carnal system 
"established tall the time of reformation." We wars 
called to weep, with an apostle, over those "of whom 
CImst came," but who "both killed die Lord Jesus 
jmd forbade the apostles to speak to the Gentiles, that 
tbcy might be saved, thos filling up thdr sins, till wrath 
CBtoe upon thew to the uttermost, and tlicy were cast off 
tas m abomioahlB brtwcb." 



^w, hownei', the Chnation church rise froin the 
if the Jewish, as a. phcenix from the flames. " Out 
f weakness, it hecame sbrong, wased valiant in fight, 
flight the armies of the aliens i" for the little 
' %«nd soon spread over the earth ; and, though persecuted 
unto death, their blood fertilized the field in which they 
scattered the seed of the word. We have heard of the 
■^polosjies of the Fathers, Mid other early writings of the 
5, which still exist as historic proofs of the facta 
I religion, and argumentative donoiwtralions of its 
■Dra] worth. 

\ Incapable of being crushed bj violence, from three 
tnturies of horrid opprauions our religion was seen rising 
(t dominion, leading Rome's empei'or captive ; no that 
le gods of the capitnl were cast to the moles and the 
ats, while the banner of the cross put to flight the vic- 
a eagles, which bad claimed the whole world as 
r prey. But here again, for the third time, we saw 
1 spring {torn prosperity, and gold bribe to 
wtncj those whom fire and steel couJd not subdue, 
e blushed to see her that hod been a chaste virgin for 
t, become the harlot mistress of earthly dominion ; 
, while the empire was nominally taken into the 
urch, the chm-ch was transformed into a semi-heathen ; 
II were amused and deluded by baptiidng the 
world vrith a Christian name. The most horrible perver- 
sion lias rendered odious the very sound of Rome, the title 
_ *f priest^ and almost the name of bishop, if not of Chris- 
. This now crime we have seen chastised by new judg- 
its, executed bj Mahomet, who rose when the cb.uj^v 
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Tell, and seiaed the territories which she was no longer 
vorthj to swaj. The efforts of Christendom we heheld 
wasted in crusades, to recover the territory conaecrated 
hj tha Saviour's footsteps, while nominal Christians nerer 
once reflected how much mare need thej had of a. far 
more holj war, to recover the long-loat Christian spirit. 

Over the dark ag^ we hastened with trembling steps ; 
for frotn the seventh to the fourteenth century there was 
Iitt!« to cheer or detuln us, but the fdnt glimpses of the 
Waldenjiian wiWiesses, who shone as the beauteous drop 
of phosphoric light in the glow-worm. But "the day- 
spring from on high at length visited us," We saw 
Wicfeliffe, Huss, and Jerome precede Luther, Zuingl^ 
Calvin, Knox, and Cranmer, till the Protestant churches in 
the north, becameacounterpoise to the popery of the south 
I of Europe. If we mourned to observe the Eeformation 
' arrested In its march, we exulted to discover a struggle 
for greater purity, and watched the germs of a more 
scriptural state, fixing themselves in the soil of Britun, 
and even borne by the blast of persecution to the conti- 
nent of America. We have marked the rise of the 
Methodists, kindling a more active zeal within the bosom 
I of the dominant church, as well as among the different 
[ classes of the Dissenters ; and while the eonvulsions of 
the French Revolution horrified the world, we saw men 
of piety and peace send forth misaons, to subdue all 
] nations to the obedience of futh. 

Thus have we followed the stream of time along its 

I whole course, from the rajaterioue moment, when it burst 

I from the ocean of etemilj ; and have seen the Sood, now 

flowing quietly through flowerj meadows, and now ruah- 

I ing impetuously over horrid rocks ; for a while pursuing 

n course, and then suddenly turning into n direc- 

n BA strange as it was new. We are conducted, at 

o the point where all things portend chonges, vast 

w/ iwA^ fiat jet wfjcome. 
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Uere we have stood, and cost our eyes upon the signs 
the times. — Old monopolies, which had cheated and 
wronged the world, are crumbling awuy, as if crushed 
bj their own weight; new priociplea are fermenting, 
with a force which threatens all reaatanee with an ei- 
ploaion, loud a^ thunder, mightj as an earthquake. — 
is taking to itself the wings of the moiTiing, 
ia visit every laud, and wake up the world from the 
'slumbers of a thousand ages. — Civil freedom ia becoming 
Uie idol of human odoratioD, and priestly dominion over 
conscience is hated, as the very demon of the pit. — lleli- 
gion begins to be identified with propagandism ; so that 
nen think themselves Christians in proportion as they 
'e to make others so. — The triumphs of revealed reli- 
1, over the most horrid forms of human depravity, and 
worst excesses of idolatry, have taught us that nothing 
withstand an honest efTort to christianize the world. 
The improvements of science have put men in possession 
of forces more than human, and laid open the extremi- 
ties of the globe to the enterprises of the benevolent. 

From the story of olden times, and the agns of the 
present, we have ventured to turn and dart an inquiring 
glance into ages yet lo come. We have unfolded the 
involved roll of prophecy, and have read the fates of fu- 
turity. We have heard the decree that the gospel shall 
be preached among all nations, and have learned that, as 
the prediction of the great apostscy has been tiilJUled, so 
shall be the promise of its speedy destruction. The Jews 
we have beheld waiting, till the Oentiles be gathered in, 
when Israel also, despairing of another Messiah than that 
Jesus who has subdued the world to himself, shall bow 
;before his cross. 

have gazed, while the Lamb in the midst of the 
throne unsealed the mystic book of Revelation. We saw 
the whole history of the Chrisdan church divided into 
seven periods ; its internal state being described in an 



